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Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 

I hope, despite any limitations on travel, you have managed to have a good summer. We are very 
much looking forward to welcoming all pupils on Monday 6th September, with boarders arriving 
the day before. May I extend a particularly warm welcome if your son or daughter is joining King’s 
Ely Senior for the very first time.  
 
During the summer the school site has been a hive of activity with many projects completed, or 
nearing completion, throughout the campus. The most noticeable changes for pupils are the 
replacement of the Astroturf, the refurbishment of classrooms and the improvement of boarding 
accommodation.  
 
Before term starts 
You should have received yesterday’s emails regarding Covid guidance from Louise King (Lead 
Nurse) and Lateral Flow Testing from Ben Pennington (Deputy Head). Please do ensure you have 
taken a moment to read these and completed the attached reply. 
 
Sunday 5th September 
The boarding houses are open to welcome boarding pupils. We appreciate some boarders will be 
slightly delayed but we look forward to seeing them in due course. 
 
Monday 6th September 
The first day of term can be daunting for all pupils, whether you are starting for the first time or 
returning after the long summer break. There will be plenty of friendly faces around, both staff and 
pupils, to guide everyone in the right direction. The key things to remember are: 

• All pupils should arrive in school uniform or suits/jackets for sixth formers. All pupils 
should also have a pencil case and, ideally, their laptops. Photographs will be taken as part 
of the first day schedule. 

• All pupils are expected to arrive by 8.25am (please do not arrive before 8am). 

• Pupils in Years 9 to 11 should register in their day or boarding houses by 8.25am.  

• Pupils in Years 12 and 13 should arrive in the Old Palace between 8.15am and 8.30am. All 
new pupils will be met on arrival.  

• All pupils need to carry a mask as teachers may occasionally request pupils to wear one and 
they are needed in the Cathedral. Pupils travelling on school transport will also be required 
to wear masks. 

• Year 10s will need to bring games kit with them and change at lunchtime for games. 
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Settling in 
On arrival, tutors will issue tutees with timetables, and there will be an induction programme for  
pupils to help them settle in quickly. If you do have any queries, tutors should be the first point of 
contact. 
 
Year 9 Parents’ Welcome Evening (6.30pm Friday 10th September) 
We look forward to welcoming the parents of all Year 9 pupils next week for an introduction to 
KES. We will send further details regarding this evening later in the week. 
 
Health and Hygiene 

i. Please follow the advice of yesterday’s email from Louise King, including the request to 
take a Lateral Flow Test before arriving at school. 

ii. We will reiterate the need for frequent handwashing and good hygiene throughout the 
school day. 

iii. If a pupil exhibits any symptoms of Covid during the school day, they will be referred to a 
school nurse, based in Bishop Woodford House. The Medical Centre will operate as usual 
for non-Covid issues. 

 
Online Lessons  
We are not providing online lessons unless your son or daughter has tested positive for Covid or is 
unable to travel because of Covid. If your son or daughter does test positive following a PCR test, 
we will aim to provide a mix of online lessons and set work. Tutors are the first point of contact to 
arrange this work. 
 
Uniform 
We would appreciate your support in ensuring your son and/or daughter has the correct uniform. 
The dress regulations can be found at this link on the school website (KES-Uniform-List-1.pdf). 
 
Games Kit 
Pupils may wear school games kit on days they have games, to avoid changing at school. They should 
wear school uniform on all other days. (Year 10 will need to wear school uniform on the first 
Monday and change at lunchtime as we would like them in uniform for the first Cathedral service 
and for their photographs.) 
 
I very much look forward to welcoming everyone back at the start of term and to meeting many of 
you in due course. 
 

With very best wishes,  
 
 

 
Jonathan Shaw 
Head of KES   
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