
 

 

 
 
 
1st September 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am pleased to be writing to you with some details regarding the start of the new school year.  I 
hope that, whether you have long associations with King’s Ely or are joining the school at this 
exciting time, there is a sense of anticipation growing for you and the children and that the holiday 
has passed by happily and healthily for all of you.   
 
We are delighted to be planning on site lessons and activities for everyone from the start of term 
this year and hope that the path ahead will allow the children to continue their education without 
disruption. 
 
The holiday has seen a super number of projects completed across the campus and I really must 
begin by offering my thanks to the support staff team who have been working with contractors to 
refurbish, construct or improve the many areas of the school receiving attention.  As well as the 
many projects in other sections of the school, here in KEJ, Year 5 has been transformed, there is a 
new Key Stage 2 store and office, the New Block link has a new floor and a new welfare and 
counselling room has been created next to a second music room.  We have the benefit of use of 
some of Bishop Woodford House this term also and so Year 8 will be enjoying more space this 
academic year too.  I am very grateful that we have been able to complete so much over a 
relatively short time.  Undoubtedly, the highlights for many of the children will be the new tennis 
and netball courts and the completely new astroturf pitch, lighting and fencing, which are all 
nearing completion as I type. 
 
Ahead of the first day of term we are writing to share a few details which are not within the parent 
handbooks. 
 
Revised drop off arrangements: 

Car drop off areas are 
o Year 3 and Year 4 children – on the exit drive near to the tree (Next to School Field) 
o Year 5 and Year 6 – near to Main Reception/Art Room 
o Years 7 and 8 – between the zebra crossing and the ramp to the New Block 

 



 

 

Walking 
o Year 3 and 4 will access school via the doors from the front field (School Field) 
o Year 5 and 6 will enter via the usual doorway (Top of ramp on the right) 
o Year 7 and 8 will use the New Block link area doorway (Top of ramp) 
o Staff and visitors – Please enter via the Main Reception doorway 

 
On the first day of term staff will be positioned at all entrances to guide new and existing students 
to the right locations.  Please approach a colleague and they will be pleased to help you or the 
children find the right entrance or the appropriate classroom. 
 

Collection arrangements: 
o At 3.45pm, Car drop off locations or our “Walking Gate” at the boundary of School 

Field  
o At 4.30pm walking and car collections from the three morning car drop off areas please  
o (Please note that the separate walking gate is not being offered at this time or at 

5.20pm) 
o At 5.20pm all collections from the area directly to the front of KEJ Main Reception 

 
Uniform and Games Kit: 

o Wednesdays Years 5 – 8 may come to school in their kit rather than uniform 
o (Please ensure that track suits are in school in addition to kit) 
o Thursdays Years 3 and 4 may come to school in their kit rather than uniform 
o (Please ensure that track suits are in school in addition to kit) 
o At all other times Games bags and usual changing routines will operate 

 
Covid testing routines and ongoing adjustments: 

o We will continue to promote regular hand washing and the use of sanitisers 
o Ensuring that all rooms are well ventilated and frequently cleaned will continue 
o Mask wearing is no longer required in school but all secondary aged (Aged 11+) 

students will require a mask for Cathedral services please.  Students and staff are 
welcome to wear masks should they wish to at other times. 

o All visitors coming into the buildings (including parents) will be encouraged to wear 
masks 

o Year 7 and 8 students will be offered two tests here at school during the first few days of 
term – a letter and permission form will be sent to parents of our Year 7 and 8 students 
under separate cover 

 
 



 

 

 
o Twice weekly home testing for all secondary aged pupils (and staff) will be encouraged 

until the end of September at the earliest.  Families of younger students may wish to 
access testing independently, which the recent letter from our Medical Centre team 
confirmed. 

o Please follow the advice regarding symptomatic individuals within the Medical Centre’s 
letter.  The team are happy to be contacted with queries should you have any. 

o The resumption and continuation of on-site, in person teaching is the core focus but if 
isolating due to contracting COVID, pupils will receive work packs or/and electronic 
materials if their parents or carers confirm that they are well enough to work. Some one 
to one contact via Teams will be prioritised for any students required to isolate due to 
them having COVID. 

o Any other ill students who may be at home but well enough to work will be sent work 
electronically or in packs if requested. 

 
Timetables on Firefly: 
Many of the older children will be interested to access their timetables on Firefly over the coming 
days and so it is an opportune moment to remind you that the labelling of lessons on the timetable 
is dictated by the Maths, English and Science set numbers a child is in.  Consequently, the subjects 
which are grouped for timetabling purposes according to those sets, carry the same number.  The 
children may need to be reminded that the only subjects they are actually set for are English, Maths 
and Science.  
 
Uniform: 
Every September there are some questions about uniform and so to help with these, a copy of the 
current uniform list will be accompanying this letter. 
 
BYOD: 
Finally, we are introducing Bring Your Own Device to Years 7 and 8 this September.  There will 
be connection “clinics” at school during the first weeks of term to ensure that the children are 
connected smoothly to the school’s systems and filters.   
 
Form Tutors: 
Please pass any queries via your child’s Tutor in the first instance – we are all keen to ensure that 
every child starts the new year (or their new school) as successfully as possible and the Form Tutor 
is your central point of contact. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
We hope that the items covered in this letter will help you in making final preparations for the 
start of term. Our commitment to making school exciting and rewarding is all the more given the 
last couple of years’ ups and downs and so please do stay in close contact as we move forward into 
the next chapter here at King’s Ely.  We look forward to joining with you in celebrating all the joy 
and fulfilment that the busy and active days here will offer the children over the year ahead. 
 
I look forward to meeting the children in the boarding houses on the 5th September and back at 
school in their classrooms on the 6th.   
 
With my best wishes, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


