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Tuesday, 5 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
My welcome to the Lent Term will inevitably concentrate on yesterday’s announcement 
by the Prime Minister. However, in all this, we must remember to celebrate the small 
things and make the most of precious moments and so I hope that you were able to rest 
and relax over Christmas, create special memories with your family and with joy and 
hope, I send you my very best wishes for us all to enjoy a happy and healthy New Year.  
 
As we enter a new period of country-wide lockdown I must inform you of our King’s Ely 
Acremont and Nursery plans for continuing your children’s’ education. I strongly feel that 
the best place for children during this most unusual time is at school; secure within well-
known routines, among friends and receiving high quality interactive learning. We learnt 
yesterday, however, that this is to be delayed as we embark once again with online 
learning. Overnight I have reflected on our community’s Covid journey. Our home 
learning experience during the Summer Half Term was a highly successful teacher and 
family team effort, where the children truly progressed, remained engaged and contacts 
between home and teachers were stronger than ever. And we will achieve this again over 
the next few weeks. 
 
From the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday, Nursery will remain open and 
operate as before the Christmas holidays. Mrs Nabavian will send further details to 
welcome Nursery families back to Acremont, under separate cover, today. For Pre-Prep 
families, I enclose details of the role-out of our Home School Programme. Learning will 
begin on Wednesday 6th January. Parents will be sent an email later today from your 
relevant year group teachers with details of plans and resources for the remaining three 
days of this week. Included in this will be a zoom invitation for children to join a start of 
term class conversation and we look forward to seeing your child there. As we found from 
the experience of the last lockdown, staying in contact and keeping the class community 
‘conversation’ going is vitally important. 
 
On Friday 8th January, after a couple of days of intense planning, recording and 
preparing, teaching teams will send out the once familiar ‘weekly overview’. This will 
provide parents with a schedule of the learning plans and resources for the next week. 
From listening to parent feedback in the Summer Term, this gave families time to organise 
and prepare for the coming week alongside adult working commitments. You will be 
provided with a range of differentiated and extended activities throughout the curriculum. 
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If completing the full list of activities is too much in your household, please do not worry. 
The amount achievable in each household will vary. You may choose to concentrate on 
those very important English and Maths tasks and dip into the topic work as time and 
working hours allow. Do stay in touch with your class teacher and they will happily 
support you through the intricacies of a phonic worksheet or part-whole modelling in 
Maths! 
 
We will again meet as classes, on a Monday morning via Zoom and ask you for photos, 
anecdotes and activities to enliven the end of the week newsletter. Merits will again, be 
awarded via email and reading opportunities will be offered to your child on a weekly 
basis. Mrs Walker will manage this considerable undertaking and will provide a named zip 
folder containing suggested reading appropriate to the age and ability of your child. This 
will be provided for collection outside the front of the house from 9am each Monday 
morning for you to collect, should you choose. There will also be a box to drop off last 
week’s reading in, which will then go into quarantine. 
 
Learning packs will again be sent to families and are hurriedly being organised as I speak. 
Learning will include a mix of media, ranging from teacher videos and power point 
presentations as well as interactive class time. With our age and stage of learning, children 
have limited concentration away from the classroom and we recognise that parental 
involvement is not always possible. Please do not put undue pressure on your home life 
but speak to me or your class teacher. 
 
I am aware that, in the first instance, Mr Attwater has already sent a whole school letter to 
parents to discuss arrangements for the lockdown. From this, we are now collating 
information from critical frontline keyworkers who have expressed a need for their child 
to remain in school and we will contact those few families with further details later today 
in preparation for being in school tomorrow. 
 
Whilst the start of term will inevitably be quieter than we had hoped or planned for, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or you class teacher. I look forward to our now 
termly Parent Zoom catch-ups and until we meet again in person, stay safe and well. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 


