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Dear Parents and Guardians,  
Start of Term 

 

I hope, despite the unusual circumstances, you have managed to have a good summer. We are 
looking forward to welcoming all pupils on Monday 7th September, with boarders arriving the day 
before. A number of other boarders have already arrived in order to quarantine before school starts. 
In September, we intend to operate as close to normality as possible but there will be certain 
changes in order to ensure safety. I have summarised the key points you need to know for the start 
of term.  
 

Before each school day  
Please ensure you check that your son or daughter is free from any COVID-19 related symptoms 
before sending them to school. The accompanying letter from Louise King, the Lead School nurse 
gives further details on how we will care for any symptomatic pupils. 
 

Monday 7th September 
 

Year 9 Please arrive at the Hayward Theatre (HT) using the entrance on the Gallery (this is the 
road running between the Cathedral and Barton Square), ready for a welcome assembly 
at 8.30am. We would ask that pupils do not arrive before 8.15am. Year 9 Boarders should 
also meet at the HT by 8.30am. 

Year 10 Please register in houses by 8.45am 

• School House day boys should register in Osmond 

• Etheldreda day girls should register in Torfrida 

Year 11 Please register in houses by 8.30am  

• Etheldreda day girls to register in Torfrida 

Year 12 Please report to the Old Palace reception at 8.45am (this is a change to the time indicated 
last week).  

Year 13 Please register with tutors, in usual rooms at 8.30am. Please do not go to the Old Palace 
prior to meeting your tutor. 

 
Staggered starts 
To ease congestion on public transport, we will operate a slightly staggered start to the school day.  

• Year 9 can arrive slightly later (by 8.45am) on a Tuesday and Thursday  

• Year 10 can arrive slightly later (by 8.45am) on a Monday and Friday 

• Year 11 can arrive slightly later (by 8.45am) on a Wednesday 

• Year 12 can arrive slightly later (by 8.45am) on a Tuesday 

• Year 13 can arrive slightly later (by 8.45am) on a Thursday 
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During the school day  
If a pupil exhibits any symptoms of COVID-19 during the school day, they will be referred to a 
school nurse, based in Bishop Woodford House (by the KEJ exit). Please see the letter from the 
Lead Nurse for details. The Medical Centre will operate as usual for non-COVID-19 issues. 
 

Hygiene and physical distancing 
Impeccable hygiene will be one of the key measures for which everyone is responsible.  

i. Pupils will be expected to wash their hands regularly with soap and water. Hand sanitiser 
gel should be used where soap and water are not available. 

ii. Pupils should avoid physical contact with each other and socially distance where possible.  
iii. Pupils should avoid congregating in corridors and, where possible, we will ask pupils to 

wait outside in the fresh air before starting a lesson. 
iv. Surface cleaning materials will be provided in each classroom. The teacher will disinfect 

desks before the start of each lesson. Classrooms will be cleaned and sanitised each day. 
v. All pupils will face the front of the classroom. 

vi. Pupils will sit as far apart as possible and teachers will have seating plans for every lesson.  
vii. There will be some one-way systems in place. 

viii. Lunchtimes will be staggered to keep bubbles apart.  
ix. Teachers will maintain a suitable distance from pupils in lessons. Where they need to work 

more closely with a pupil, for example to discuss a piece of work, then teachers may wear 
face masks and/or visors. 

x. Pupils will be required to use hand sanitiser when entering a classroom. There will be 
sanitiser available in each classroom, but pupils are welcome to carry their own. 

xi. Risk assessment for subjects where students share equipment will be carried out by the 
relevant department. 

xii. Pupils, at present, are not required to wear face masks for most lessons, but they are 
welcome to do so. However, they will be required for DT lessons in the workshop. 

 

‘Bubbles’ 
In order to allow pupils to be taught in their regular classes, KES ‘bubbles’ will be in year groups. 
We will minimise contact between year groups for the foreseeable future. This is obviously 
disappointing and will restrict certain activities and assemblies, but I hope is understandable.  

• Some pupils will be in more than one bubble, for example boarders will be in a boarding 
house bubble and a year group bubble.  

• Boarding Houses will be considered a bubble, therefore those day pupils who regularly 
board will be included in that bubble, not their normal day house. 

• Pupils will also be in bubbles for certain activities or when using school transport. 

• In the day houses, separate floors, entrances and communal areas have been allocated to 
Y10s and Y11s. To allow for additional space, Y9s will not be using the day houses. 

• The Old Palace will be used exclusively by the sixth form and divided into Y12 & Y13 zones. 

• There will be no whole school assemblies or whole school Cathedral services. 
 

Year 9 
To ease the congestion in the day houses, all Year 9 pupils will be based in the area around the 
Hayward Theatre (HT). Year 9 will register in the entrance to the Hayward Theatre, they will use 
the HT as their base and have lockers nearby to store belongings. This includes day pupils who are 
attached to boarding houses. Year 9 boarders will also be able to use this area. In addition to freeing 
space in the day houses, it will allow all Year 9s to get to know each other. 



 

 

 
School uniform and Sports Kit 
In accordance with the latest DfE guidance, we will require pupils to wear normal school uniform. 
The only change is that pupils should arrive in school sports kit (including tracksuit trousers or 
leggings) on Tuesdays and Thursdays and wear it throughout the day. This is to avoid the need to 
change during the day for games on those days. I would reiterate that it must be King’s Ely sports 
kit and fully comply with the uniform regulations (please see attachment as a reminder). Guidance 
is clear that school uniform does not need to be cleaned more often than usual.  
 

Equipment 
We would ask that pupils are fully equipped with highlighters, pens, rulers, glue sticks etc. as pupils 
should not share any equipment. Pupils should also bring their own clearly labelled water bottles as 
water fountains will not be in use. Pupils are welcome to carry their own hand sanitiser. Masks will 
be required for DT lessons in the workshop. 
 

Sport 
We aim to offer the regular sporting programme, although there will be certain restrictions: 

• The main team sport for girls in the Michaelmas Term will continue to be hockey. 

• The boys will have the option of football in addition to a reduced rugby programme.  

• The majority of other sports options will still be available. 

• Pupils will select options at the start of term.  

• It is unlikely that we will run external fixtures before half term. 
 

Activities  
During the school day, activities will initially need to be in year groups. Further details will follow 
regarding music and drama. 
 

School Transport 
School minibuses will continue to operate their usual routes. There will be screens to protect the 
drivers and passengers. Pupils over the age of 11 will be required to wear masks.  
 

Parents 
We ask that parents avoid coming into school where possible. Parents’ evenings will be online for 
the foreseeable future. 
 

Behaviour 

Pupils must adhere to the guidelines at all times to keep everyone as safe as possible. There will be 
times when pupils will need to exercise patience in queuing and waiting to prevent any 
overcrowding. 
 

I am confident that we have an appropriate set of measures in place to allow us to open safely. I 
very much look forward to welcoming everyone back at the start of term. 
 

With very best wishes,  
 
 

 
Jonathan Shaw 
Head of KES   


