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21st August 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians, 
 
I am delighted to be writing ahead of our planned re-opening to all students on Monday 7th 
September.  The new term has a particular significance to the team at school and to you and 
your children I am sure because it will bring our community together following the imposed 
separation and period of remote learning.  We remain indebted to those of you who worked so 
hard with your children to maintain the momentum of learning along with the staff last term but 
we are full of positive anticipation of the excitement ahead when we are together again at 
school.  If you are new to King’s this term, we offer you a warm welcome and are similarly 
delighted to be able to welcome your children in person for the term ahead. 
 
Naturally, as Mr Attwater’s recent letter indicated, there has been a great deal of planning going 
on throughout the last few months to ensure that we can follow the guidance we are issued with 
and also offer as near normal a service as possible from the start of term.  Whilst there will be 
plenty more detail to come from Heads of Year, day and boarding Housemasters and 
Housemistresses, Form Tutors and centrally via me before term begins, I wanted to share an 
outline of the provision at King’s Ely Junior next term so that you may begin your planning 
based on the shape of the school’s offering for the coming term. 
 
School hours: 
KEJ will open as usual at 0800 each morning, with Registration between 0830 and 0840.  Years 
3-6 will end their lessons at 1545 and Year 7&8 will conclude lessons at 1630. 
 
During our first day back at school Form Tutors will be going through all our routines with their 
tutees and there will be regular reminders during the subsequent days. 
 
PPE and continued adjustments to school: 
As was the case prior to the Summer break, there will be strict hand washing and sanitising 
protocols in place for staff and children at school.  
 
Between rooms and between groups, hands and equipment will be washed. 
The school’s domestic team will be conducting additional cleaning within 
the school day as they did last term. 
Our one-way systems will continue to be in place and children who have not 
experienced them yet will be guided through them on the first day. 
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The wearing of face masks is permitted as an option for children and staff but there will be 
protocols for children wearing face mask to follow in order to ensure that their masks remain fit 
for use.  Any masks being removed on arrival at school or during the school day, will need to be 
stored in a sealable plastic sandwich bag when not being worn. 
 
Water bottles are requested because communal drinking fountains cannot be used.  Please send 
your child to school with a named refillable water bottle each day. 
 
Clothing: 
On days where children are timetabled to have games or PE we would like them to come to 
school in their games kit.  There will be no provision in school to allow for changing in and out 
of Games kit at this time. 
All Games equipment, such as hockey sticks/cricket bats, will need to be stored in personal 
lockers in the Link Area or in the Year 3 and 4 classroom locker area.  Games equipment must 
not be shared between the pupils.  Additional sports footwear, such as boots, should also be kept 
in lockers. 
 
Day “Bubbles”: 
During the school day, each year group will operate as a “bubble”.  This means that mixing of 
the children within year groups will be possible (for setting and activities) but during the school 
day the mixing of year groups will not be possible.  The guidance to schools asks that we 
maintain these bubbles consistently during the school day. 
 
Consistent boarding and activity bubbles: 
For those who board or for children staying after 1630 for activities and clubs, there will be 
mixed year group bubbles.  Priory and Choir boarding houses will operate as bubbles and where 
we have a consistent group of children attending an activity after 1630 (rehearsals, clubs or 
activities), these groups may contain children from a range of year groups but must remain 
consistent. 
 
Entry points at the start of the day: 
To spread the children as they arrive and to direct them to their year group bubbles, we will be 
using three entry points to the buildings.  Temperature checks will be made with scanning 
thermometers for and all the children will be asked to sanitise their hands before entering the 
building. 
 
Year 3 and 4 will access their classrooms directly from the doors opening onto School Field 
(This is the field at the front of school, beside the drive)  These children will be received from 
cars or parents next to the fence beside the drive each morning between 0800 and 0840 
Years 5 and 6 will access school through the Main Entrance door (under the porch) 
Years 7 and 8 will access school through the Link Area door facing the car park at the top of the 
slope.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
Dropping off by car: 
If you are dropping off by car, please drop years 5-8 in front of the New Block but if dropping 
off a Year 3 or 4 student, please drop them next to School Field and the member of staff on duty 
there each morning. 
 
Dropping off on foot: 
If you are walking your child to school, please walk them to our boundary on Barton Road at the 
end of the exit drive and send them to their entry point.  Adults must not come on site unless a 
prior appointment has been arranged please.  Regrettably, we are unable to welcome you on 
foot on the site in our usual way due to the restrictions in place. 
 
Collecting by car: 
Collections will be at 1545, 1630 and 1720 from the drop off points described above.  There 
may be congestion due to the volume of vehicles coming on site.  If possible, our 
recommendation is that you park in Barton Road car park and collect on foot whenever possible. 
 
Collecting on foot: 
The collection point for all year groups will be on School Field at the end of our exit drive by 
the zebra crossing on Barton Road.  A colleague will be on duty there and wait with children 
being collected.  Please ensure that your child is aware that they are being met there if this is 
going to be your routine.   Please notify the office if your collection plans change at short notice. 
Please call 01353 660730.   
 
A map and photos showing the drop-off and collection points will be sent before the start of 
term. 
 
Meals: 
The Monastic Barn has been renovated during the school’s closure but we are pleased to confirm 
that all children will be taking lunch (and other meals if boarders) in the Monastic Barn from the 
start of term.  There will be new protocols in place to maintain the day bubbles and we will be 
serving food rather than encouraging self-service, which will be slightly different for children 
already familiar with the Barn.  The children will be guided through this as we induct them into 
the new term over the first few days. 
 
Boarding: 
Due to our need to maintain consistent boarding bubbles, we will not be able to offer flexi-
boarding until restrictions are lifted.  For our boarders we wish to promote consistent bubbles 
wherever possible and so weekly and full boarding options are preferable to part-time routines.  
Please contact your boarding child’s House Parent if you wish to discuss your plans for the term 
ahead.  
claregorick@kingsely.org for Priory House 
thomasstockwell@kingsely.org for Choir House 
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Choristers: 
Both ECGC and ECBC plan to return to rehearsals and singing as soon as possible after the start 
of term.  Information will come from the choir teams to parents as soon as it is prepared but 
thanks to very recent changes in guidance, we envisage rehearsals and some evening 
commitments recommencing within September.   
 
Clubs and Activities: 
We intend to offer day clubs and activities to year groups (maintaining the bubbles).   
After 1630, we will be offering vertically grouped activities in some areas of school life.  Music 
groups, drama rehearsals or other specialist activities may all go ahead.  Attendance will need to 
be consistent so as to minimise any changes to these additional bubbles.  Ms Hakansson will be in 
contact with the Activities and Clubs information and booking advice at the start of term. 
annikahakansson@kingsely.org for information about Clubs and Activities 
 
Supervised homework: 
Each year group will be able to access wrap round care.  The year groups will be allocated a 
room each between 1545-1630 and 1630-1720 and will remain under the supervision of a 
colleague while they complete their homework at school if they are here but not attending a 
club or activity. 
 
Late collections – after 1730: 
Due to us needing to ensure that the boarding bubbles are consistent, anyone not collected at 
1730 will be asked to await collection at King’s Ely Junior rather than going to the Barn with the 
boarders – as would have been the case previously.  If you are unavoidably delayed, please call 
to inform the school so that suitable arrangements may be made. 
 
Whilst the information within this letter offers a broad outline of the shape of provision for the 
start of term, there will be more information to come and more details we wish to share in due 
course.  We hope that what is contained here will assist you in making suitable preparations for 
school and to explain to the children some of the adjustments we have in mind to secure their 
safe and happy return to school this September. 
 
Colleagues and I will be in contact again before the return to school but for now we send every 
good wish for the end of the holiday and the preparations for an exciting year ahead at school. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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