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Welcome to the 2019 edition of The Elean.

King’s Ely

King’s Scholars, Queen’s Scholars and 
International Scholars are installed

Arriving as Principal in August 2019, I read this bumper edition of The Elean with mixed 
feelings: delighted to be joining a school where there has been so much going on for all 
of our students in the past year, and annoyed to have missed it all!

Here you will find a real flavour of the spirit of King’s Ely in the breadth of what is valued and 
celebrated across all ages, talents and areas of school life. Both in the quality of achievements from 
an absolute standpoint and the opportunities for growth which each of the stories and pictures here 
represent, the pages that follow tell a tale of an exceptional community full of learning, personal 
development and fun. Happy reading! 

John Attwater

KING’S Ely has fourteen King’s and 
Queen’s Scholars this year.

The Admission of Scholars’ Service saw all of 
King’s Ely Senior and the Scholars’ proud families 
coming together in the glorious setting of Ely 
Cathedral. The Scholars received their distinctive 
red gowns, the colour traditionally associated 
with royalty, and the service featured hymns, 
readings and prayers.

King’s Scholars (boys) were inaugurated by 
Henry VIII in 1541 and Queen’s Scholars (girls)  
at the request of Queen Elizabeth II in 1973. 
There is no application process for these honorary 
Scholarships, the positions instead being awarded 
to Year 12 students who achieve impressive GCSE 
results.

Scholars become members of the Cathedral 
Foundation, strengthening the special link 
between King’s Ely and the cathedral, and they 
also qualify for other privileges and appointments 
throughout the year.

This year’s King’s and Queen’s Scholars are Ben 
Garrett, Victoria Davis, Anna Chaudhry, Daniel 
Grapes, Charlotte Ebbens, Lily Buckley, Tom 
Henderson, Lucy Lott, Pimploy Mahikote, India 

Thomas, Arthur Plews, Charlotte Wilkinson, 
Solomon Boon and Molly Van Poortvliet.

King’s Ely is also proud to have appointed three 
International Scholars this year, based on the 
results of their top seven IGCSE results taken  
the previous May to June.

The talented trio, Ilaria Dimina, Joe Lau and 
William Wu, were officially installed at Ely 

Cathedral, just as the school’s King’s and Queen’s 
Scholars were.

The Admission of Scholars’ Service was 
followed by Evensong and the evening ended 
with a splendid ‘Visitors’ Feast’ when King’s 
Ely staff, governors and families came together 
in the school’s Monastic Barn to celebrate the 
achievements of the newly appointed Scholars.
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New Heads of School, Deputy Heads, Prefects and Heads of 
Houses appointed
SOLOMON Boon and Charlotte Wilkinson 
have been formally installed as King’s Ely’s 
Heads of School for 2019/20.

Hundreds of people gathered inside Ely Cathedral 
for the school’s Beginning of Year Service, which 
saw the incoming Heads of School being robed in 
their prefects’ gowns. The new Heads of School 
then robed the Deputy Heads of School, after 
which all then assisted in robing the other Prefects.

Charlotte has been a student at King’s Ely since 
joining King’s Ely Acremont Nursery in 2005. She 
is studying Biology, Chemistry and Maths for her 
A Levels and is heavily involved with the school’s 
Music department, where she plays the piano, 
clarinet and saxophone. Charlotte is a member of 
the school’s Jazz Band, Concert Band and Orchestra.

Speaking about her headship, Charlotte said: 
“I think being Head of School is going to be a 
challenge but it is one that I am really looking 
forward to. I am looking forward to getting to 
know everyone and having a say in things that are 
going on in school. King’s Ely has done so much 
for me and I want to make sure that everyone else 
gets the same experiences and as much as they 
can out of being here too.”

Sol, who has been at King’s Ely since joining King’s 
Ely Junior in Year 7, is studying Physics, Chemistry 
and Further Maths for his A Levels. Like Charlotte, 
he is very much an all-rounder, representing the 
school’s 1st teams in Rugby, Football and Cricket, 
as well as being a talented musician; Chapel Choir, 
Chamber Choir, King’s Barbers, Concert Band, 
Jazz Band and Brass Ensemble.

Speaking about his headship, Sol said: “I am looking 
forward to getting to know as many people, both 
students and staff, as I can throughout the year. I 
was very surprised when I found out I was going to 
be Head of School as there are many strong leaders 
in the prefect team and any one of them could 
have easily done very well as Head. I think the 
greatest challenge I will face over the next twelve 
months will be fitting everything in; good time 
management will be key to this.”

This year’s Deputy Heads of School are Tom 
Henderson and Ilaria Dimina.

School Prefect status has been awarded to Lily 
Buckley, Anna Chaudhry, Phoenix Chow, Lachlan 
Cook, Victoria Davis, Lottie Ebbens, Ben Garrett, 
Daniel Grapes, Callum Hall, Thomas Hutchinson, 
Joshua Jackson, Johnson SY Leung, Yizhang Li, 
Lucy Lott, Darcey Newell, Arthur Plews, India 
Thomas and Emily Williams.

The Beginning of Year Service also sees Heads of 
Houses for both King’s Ely Junior and King’s Ely 
Senior being welcomed into their posts. 

In King’s Ely Junior, Queen Emma is being 
headed up by Anabelle Cutts and Yanki Ertem; 
Queen Philippa is being led by Aoife Grant and 
Samuel Lott; Saunders is being headed up by Elly 
Hakansson-Harvey and Fred Marshall; Goodwin 
is being led by Imogen Ryan and Rohan Bramley; 
Priory is being headed up by Steven Guo and Jake 
Hall; and Choir is being led by Nelson  
Cuthbert-Jacques.

In King’s Ely Senior, Ilaria Dimina and Chelsea 
(Yuetong) Wang are Head of House for Hill; 
Daniel Grapes for Hereward; Orlando Squires for 
Osmond; Tom Henderson for Wilkinson; Arthur 
Plews for School; Lily Buckley and Victoria Davis 
for Torfrida; Emily Williams for Etheldreda; and 
India Thomas for Withburga.
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King’s Ely

Hard-working students achieve  
superb GCSE and IGCSE reults

A third of A Level grades are all A* and A

KING’S Ely celebrated a stellar set of GCSE 
results this summer, with more than half 
of all grades achieved being 9 to 7, the 
equivalent of A*s and As.

87 per cent of all GCSE results achieved this 
year were grades 9 to 5, 75 per cent of which 
were grades 9 to 6 and 56 per cent of which 
were grades 9 to 7. An impressive 35 per cent 
of results were grades 9 to 8 (11 per cent higher 
than last year) and 16 per cent of results were 
grade 9 (double last year). 

Jonathan Shaw, Head of King’s Ely Senior, said: 
“We are delighted with the outstanding results 
our Year 11 students achieved. These results are 
testament to the commitment of the pupils, the 
support of the parents and the professionalism of 
the teachers here at King’s Ely. Whilst the high 
flyers receive the plaudits and the headlines, we 
are equally as pleased for all those students whose 
hard work has been rewarded; this is at the heart 
of a King’s Ely education.”

Under the reformed GCSE marking scheme, 
results are awarded on a 9 to 1 scale, with a grade 
7 broadly being the equivalent of an A. Grade 8 is 
equivalent to the former A*, with Ofqual seeing a 
9 as an ‘exceptional performance’.

In Maths, 98 per cent of students achieved at 
least a grade 4 pass, with 57 per cent of students 
achieving at least a grade 7. In the challenging 
Further Maths GCSE paper, 63 per cent of pupils 
achieved a grade 8 or 9. 

In English Language, 93 per cent of students 
achieved at least a grade 4 pass, with 40 per  
cent achieving at least a grade 7. 

Results in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, History, 
Drama, Music, Latin, Greek, Mandarin and 
Textiles were also strong, with over 70 per cent of 
students gaining a grade 7 or higher. Of the small 
Latin cohort, all students achieved a grade 9. 

Fifteen of this year’s cohort achieved 10 or more 
GCSEs at grades 9 to 7. These students were 
Elizabeth Carberry, Kara Cowell, Isaac Fordham, 
Emma Garrett, Benedict George, Eliza Iles, Tom 
Kim, Oscar Hills, Matthew Larmour, Katherine 
Mann, Ben Marshall, Archie Newman, Audrey 

Raynes, Miriam Reveley and Eleanor Wallace.

Oscar was the highest achiever with nine grade 
9s. Miriam, Eleanor and Ben achieved eight grade 
9s and Audrey achieved seven grade 9s.

John Attwater, Principal of King’s Ely, said: 
“These are GCSE results to be proud of, and 
I am delighted for all our students that their 
efforts have been rewarded. We have seen 
some truly outstanding performances and also 
some which represent very significant personal 
achievement for the individuals concerned, and 
my congratulations go to all.”

A total of 37 students from 12 different countries 
also studied the intensive one-year IGCSE 
programme at King’s Ely, which sees them 
studying in their non-native speaking language. 

90 per cent of the International cohort achieved 
grades 9 to 4, of which 87 per cent were grades 9 
to 5, 67 per cent were grades 9 to 6 and 42 per cent 
were grades 9 to 7. 20 per cent of students achieved 
grades 9 to 8, 6 per cent of which were grades 9.

Of particular note were Kiki (Hiu Ching) Cheng 
and Nicolas Salomaa, who both achieved grades 
9 to 7 in all seven of their IGCSE subjects. 
Raymond (Tsz Hei) Cheng, Selina (Wei) Shang, 
Elizabeth Wright and Michael (Wai Kin) Wu 
achieved all grades 9 to 6.

KING’S Ely Sixth Formers achieved 
excellent A Level results this summer, 
with a third of all grades being A* and As.

14 per cent of A Level grades this year were A*, 
34 per cent of results were A* or A, 58 per cent 
of grades were A* to B, 82 per cent were grades 
A* to C and 99 per cent of all students achieved 
A* to E grades.

Students who achieved all A* and A grades were 
Maria Campbell (A*, A*, A), Tobias Dunlop 
Brown (A*, A, A), Rebecca Garrett (A, A, A), Ella 
Greening (A*, A*), Felix Hawes (A*, A*, A*), 
Holly Lancaster (A*, A*, A), Annabel McCraith 
(A*, A*, A*), Jenna Richards (A*, A, A), Sam 
Wege (A*, A, A) and Jing Wang (A*, A*, A*).

Maria, Rebecca, Felix and Holly also took the 
Extended Project Qualification, achieving A* and 
A grades here as well. 

Felix, who was Head of School for 2018/19, 
joined King’s Ely Acremont in Reception. He is 
now at the University of Nottingham studying 
Politics after achieving A*s in Government and 
Politics, History and Religious Studies. 

Speaking on results day, he said: “I am excited for 
university but I am so sad to be leaving King’s 
Ely. The support I have been given over the years 

has been second to none, particularly during my 
A Levels, and my grades are massively down to 
the guidance and support of my teachers and 
the Sixth Form staff team. I couldn’t believe it 
when I saw that I had achieved three A*s – I kept 
refreshing my computer screen!”

King’s Ely’s Textiles, Photography and Spanish 
departments achieved all A* and A grades this 
year and the school’s French, Latin, Drama and 
Classical Civilisation departments achieved all A* 
to B grades. 

Jane Thomas, Vice Principal Academic at King’s 
Ely, said: “Our A Level students achieved some 
fantastic results again this year; grades which they 
should be very proud of indeed. Sixth Formers at 
King’s Ely have consistently gained places at their 
first choice university or institution over many 
years, with a large number each year going on 
to study at Russell Group universities. However, 
we do not believe that success solely comes in 
the form of academic grades. We are proud of all 
of our students’ achievements, whatever their 
subjects and passions.”

King’s Ely
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King’s Ely Acremont Nursery is more 
than just child care...

Ruth delighted with letter from 10, Downing Street!

Pupils put on their thinking caps for STEM Challenge

EVERY day is an adventure at King’s Ely 
Acremont Nursery, which is home to our  
2 to 4 year olds.

The children enjoy activities such as Cookery, 
Art, Science, Music, Singing, Dancing, Baby Yoga 
and Nature, and learning comes through play, 
experimentation, investigation and discussion, 
with Mathematics, Phonics and Literacy being 
taught via a whole host of activities. 

Different themes are explored, always starting 
from the children’s own experiences and 
interests, and everyone’s contribution is valued as 
the little ones travel on their voyage of discovery. 
With gentle guidance, the children learn to order 
their thinking, to be observant and creative, to 
question, to evaluate and to be bold.

Most importantly, the children have fun. Whether 
it is Pirate Day, Messy Play, Garden Day or Sports 
Afternoon, the Nursery is the perfect setting for 
preparing the children for the next chapter of 
their King’s Ely journey; King’s Ely Acremont.

SEVEN year old Ruth was over the  
moon to receive a letter from 10,  
Downing Street.

Ruth was in Year 2 at King’s Ely Acremont  
when she wrote to Theresa May after reading and 
hearing that not as many girls and women are 
pursuing careers in Science and Engineering as 
men are.

Ruth (now a King’s Ely Junior pupil!) wants to 
be an Engineer like her mummy when she grows 
up, so she wrote to Theresa May to tell her so. 
She was delighted to receive a response from 10, 
Downing Street – and a signed photograph of the 
former Prime Minister.

The letter read: “It was very good of you to get in 
touch and for taking the time and trouble to share 
your thoughts about this important matter. Like 
you wrote in your letter, girls can do anything 
and there is no reason why you cannot become 
an Engineer like your mummy. I would like to 
wish you well with your continued studies and 
hope you pursue your dreams of becoming an 
Engineer.”

CHILDREN at King’s Ely Acremont 
displayed wonderful teamwork and 
initiative when working on their castle-
themed STEM Challenge.

Year 2 pupils were tasked with building a castle 
out of recycled materials and were given just ten 
minutes to design and discuss their ideas. The 
children then had an hour to complete the task. 
They had some wonderful ideas and clearly there 
are some budding architects among us!

Acremont
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Acremont

Reaping the benefits of learning 
outside the classroom!

PUPILS at King’s Ely Acremont enjoy a 
whole host of trips and visits throughout 
the year, all of which are carefully 
planned to enhance the children’s 
learning and to complement our dynamic 
and varied curriculum.

Just some of our trips and visits so far this year 
have included Ely Museum, the Cathedral’s 
Stained Glass Museum, the School Medical 
Centre, the Old Palace Gardens and Ely Fire 
Station. The children have also been further afield 
to a Potato Farm, Great Fen Nature Reserve, the 
Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge, the Norfolk 
Coast and Banham Zoo!

King’s Ely Acremont pupils also enjoy visits 
from experts and plenty of new and innovative 
technology. 

Specialist teachers from other parts of King’s 
Ely visit the children to teach sport, music and 
foreign languages, encouraging early excellence 
and continuity of provision.

Acremont

Daisy the Donkey goes down a storm at Easter celebrations!

Children at King’s Ely Acremont get closer to nature

Little wildlife lovers are recognised for their efforts

CHILDREN at King’s Ely Acremont had a 
very special visitor as part of their Easter 
preparations in the form of an adorable 
donkey called Daisy!

Liz Wright, a Welfare Adviser from the Donkey 
Sanctuary, popped into school with Daisy, one of 
her rescue donkeys, for a special outdoor worship 
themed around Easter. Pupils and staff joined in 
on a Palm Procession around the spacious school 
garden, led by Liz and Daisy of course. 

The children sang ‘Hosanna’ to welcome Jesus 
and re-enacted what happened on the first Palm 
Sunday. Each pupil received a Palm Cross to take 
home with them to remind them of the Easter 
message of hope, and of course cooed over Daisy, 
who was quite happy grazing away, before they 
returned to their classrooms.

A NEW conservation area and wildlife 
pond was officially opened at King’s Ely 
Acremont this spring.

The school’s budding Bill Oddies and Michaela 
Strachans are in their element using the pond 
dipping platform to search water boatmen and 
bugs (all supervised of course!), hunting among 
the log piles for minibeasts and topping up the 
bird and insect feeders.

King’s Ely parent Sarah Smith, who is General 
Manager of the National Trust’s Wicken Fen Nature 
Reserve, visited King’s Ely Acremont to open the 
new conservation area, which has been lovingly 
created by the school’s Grounds and Gardens Team. 

Mrs Smith gave each class a workshop on how 
to use the new pond dipping equipment and the 
children were amazed to see how many tadpoles 
were in the pond, and their different stages of 
metamorphosis.

Head of King’s Ely Acremont, Faye Fenton-
Stone, said: “Children have a natural desire for 
adventure and at King’s Ely Acremont we provide 
ample opportunities for them to practise and 
develop these skills, both inside and outside the 
classroom. Our Grounds and Garden Team has 
done a wonderful job of creating a conservation 
area of which we are all very proud and excited 
to enhance and protect over the coming months 
and years.”

CONGRATULATIONS to the King’s Ely 
Acremont Wildlife Action Club!

Pupils who are members of the club completed 
six important tasks around school as part of the 
RSPB Love Nature’s Wild Challenge, including 
making bird boxes and fat balls, carrying out 
a wild bird and minibeast survey, and raising 
awareness about how we can all help our furry, 
feathered and scaly friends.

Because of their hard work and dedication, 
five pupils received their Bronze awards, three 
achieved their Silver awards and one pupil even 
got his Gold! 

The Wild Challenge is a free award scheme which 
encourages children to connect with and learn 
about nature through a series of fun and engaging 
activities.
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Imaginations run wild in Alice in Wonderland Drama Workshop!
ACTOR, writer and director Barry Evans popped into King’s Ely 
Acremont to run a fun-filled Alice in Wonderland themed Drama 
Workshop with Year 1 pupils.

Year 1 Teacher, Jo Lyall, said: “Barry took us on an immersive and enchanting 
journey down the rabbit hole, enacting Alice’s shrinking and growing 
escapades in order to open the tiny door. After all the exertion of the Caucus 
Race, we were ready for an eccentric and wild Hatter’s Tea Party, some crazy 
party games and even the Lobster Quadrille.

“The afternoon concluded with a visit from the enigmatic Cheshire Cat, who 
left her grin hanging whilst she became invisible, and finally the ridiculously 
furious Queen of Hearts, who bopped the Hatter on the Head for drinking 
her tea!”

Pupils try their hands (and toes!) 
at Samba drumming and music
RECEPTION children at King’s Ely Acremont were in their 
element when The Education Group visited them to run some 
fun-filled Samba drumming and music workshops.

Reception Teacher, Alison Black, said: “We all had a fabulous time! 
The children played their drums and other percussion instruments 
enthusiastically. They all demonstrated a good sense of rhythm and even 
played in four parts, each playing a different rhythm!”

Children’s author Chloe Inkpen visits King’s Ely Acremont
KING’S Ely Acremont welcomed children’s author and illustrator 
Chloë Inkpen into school, where she led enthralling workshops 
and storytelling sessions with pupils - and signed copies of her 
books.

Chloë and her father, Mick, are the brains behind the hugely popular Zoe 
and Beans children’s books, which have been educating and entertaining 
little ones for years. Chloë was recently awarded second place in the 
Macmillan Prize for Illustration.

Head of King’s Ely Acremont, Faye Fenton-Stone, said: “Our day was 
illuminated with Chloë’s artistry and imagination. Her engaging discussions, 
drawings and workshops encouraged a number of parents to contact me to 
tell me their children had become overnight bookworms. I am thrilled to 
hear that our children take such great pleasure immersed in a good book. 
Thank you for popping in Chloë!”

Book Share Afternoon enjoyed by children and families alike

Cuddles and cake aplenty at ever-popular Grandparents’ 
Afternoon!

Smiles all round at Mad Hatter’s Tea Party!

KING’S Ely Acremont’s Book Share Afternoon was such a lovely event and it was 
wonderful to welcome along so many parents, grandparents and family members.

Head of King’s Ely Acremont, Faye Fenton-Stone, said: “Our informal ‘show and tell’ was a wonderful 
sharing experience and it was a real joy for all of the staff to see and listen to the excited engagement 
and conversations the children had with their visitors. I thoroughly enjoyed our dips into Reception 
handwriting, Year 1 Adventures in Wonderland and Year 2 Turret and Tiaras! The progress in 
presentation, stamina and ability were clear to see.

“I was particularly pleased to observe how animated the children were to share their knowledge and 
understanding, as it shows their pride in the effort they have made and how embedded their learning is 
becoming. Thank you to all our visitors for taking the time to be part of such a special afternoon.”

RECEPTION children at King’s Ely 
Acremont were in their element touring 
their grandparents around their 
classrooms and showing them some  
of the many things they have learned.

This year’s Grandparents’ Afternoon welcomed 
a large gathering of grandmas and grandpas into 
school. Our visitors enjoyed a fun phonics lesson 
and some Spanish singing with the children, and of 
course, they were shown some of the lovely artwork 
and displays that the pupils had worked on.

Our guests were then invited into the school 
hall, where the children performed a delightful 
version of the folk tale, ‘The Little Red Hen’, the 

words and actions for which they had learned 
in class. The children sang and performed with 
confidence and smiles before joining their 
grandparents for some delicious teas, cakes and 
refreshments, which were served up by the 
school’s Catering Team.

Head of King’s Ely Acremont, Faye Fenton-Stone, 
said: “Welcoming grandparents to King’s Ely 
Acremont is always a very special date in the 
school calendar. The importance of grandparents 
in our children’s lives was clearly evident during 
the event and showed the warmth and love that 
makes family so important.”

YEAR 1 pupils at King’s Ely Acremont enjoyed a colourful Mad Hatter’s Tea Party.

The children had a busy morning preparing for the party; writing menus, decorating tablecloths, adding 
the finishing touches to their magnificent hats and creating a delicious range of eccentric party food!

Year 1 Teacher, Jo Lyall, said: “Having changed into our party clothes and tumbled through the playing 
card tunnel into the hall, we were delighted to find our old friend, Drama Teacher Barry Evans, who 
inspired us further with some wonderful games and dances.

“After a final ‘Lobster Quadrille’, we sat down to a resplendent party tea, starting with some crunchy 
crudités and fresh fruit. Then we munched our playing card biscuits and dainty decorated ‘Eat Me’ 
cookies. The highlight was that the ‘tea’ poured into our wafer cups turned out to be a chocolate 
milkshake – and even the cup was edible!”
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Nursery staff put their best feet forward for Alzheimer’s Society
STAFF at King’s Ely Acremont Nursery raised almost £1,500 for the 
Alzheimer’s Society by completing the charity’s Memory Walk in 
Cambridge.

Thousands of people put their best foot forward by taking part in the 7km 
event, including nine members of the team at the Nursery.

Despite treacherous rain on the day, the ‘Queens of King’s’ team – Michelle 
Smith, Kelly Langford, Lucy Wright, Kayleigh Darkens, Gemma Scarrow, 
Rachel Nabavian, Lizzy Haywood, Emily Shelsher and Lucy Hunt – donned 
their waterproofs and completed the walk before coming together for a big 
group hug over the finish line.

Mrs Hunt said: “Several members of our team have witnessed the devastating 
effect Alzheimer’s has on loved ones. We were keen to take part in the 
Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk to raise as much money as we could to 
fund research into the prevention, and hopefully one day a cure, so that other 
families don’t have to have the same heart-breaking experiences that we have.”

Rainbow of colour at annual 
Easter Bonnet Parade
CHILDREN at King’s Ely Acremont and Nursery took to the 
catwalk to show off their colourful Easter bonnets.

Pupils came into school wearing a fantastic array of bonnets; many with 
flowers on and some sporting egg-filled nests and the odd Easter bunny.

Well done to the children (and their families!) for such beautiful and 
creative head-wear.

King’s Ely Acremont goes all out to celebrate Children in Need
PUDSEY ears and spotty socks resulted in King’s Ely Acremont 
and Nursery raising an impressive £300 for Children in Need.

Both children and staff grabbed their spottiest and wackiest accessories 
and went the extra mile to celebrate the annual fundraising campaign in 
November. A ‘dress down day’ saw the youngest children wearing their 
pyjamas and the older pupils sporting spotty accessories. 

Many donned Pudsey ears but there were also some marvellous spotty ties, 
hats, scarves, headbands, socks and more! 

Children in Need is the BBC’s UK charity. Since 1980, it has raised over 
£1,000 million for disadvantaged children and young people in the UK.

Students on top form at Microsoft Research’s DigiGirlz Day

Pupils’ detective skills put to the test in Forensics Challenge

Acid rain and photosynthesis among topics 
explored by King’s Ely Junior STEM Club

KING’S Ely Junior pupils attended the inspiring DigiGirlz Day at 
Microsoft Research Cambridge – and picked up a prize.

DigiGirlz Days are held at Microsoft hubs across the globe and are designed 
to provide school-age girls with a better understanding of what a career in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) is like. 

The event in Cambridge saw Dan Everest, Head of Computing and Digital 
Innovation at King’s Ely Junior, attending with a group of STEM-loving girls 
from Year 8.

The pupils heard motivating talks from Haiyan Zhang, Director of 
Innovation at Microsoft, and Cindy Rose, CEO of Microsoft UK, who 
explained how important it is for young women with an interest in STEM 
to pursue careers in those fields, including in jobs of the future, such as 
Envisioning Experts and Empathologists.

The girls were then given one-and-a-half hours to design and make a 
prototype product which could aid someone with a disability. They were 
given a Micro:bit to code on. Once they had completed their prototypes, 

the students had to give a one-minute presentation about their product to 
Haiyan Zhang, Cindy Rose and Richard Potter, who is CTO at Microsoft. 

King’s Ely’s group split into two teams for the challenge and one of the 
team’s products, ‘Smart Foods’, won the Best Social Impact Award on the 
day. The prototype product was an APP to help visually impaired people, 
which would scan food items and read out what the food was and when its 
‘use by’ date was.

YEAR 8 King’s Ely Junior students were set the ultimate challenge 
in their annual Forensics Science Event – to try and solve a 
murder!

Using skills learnt in their Science lessons and some more taught on the day, 
pupils were presented with the case and asked to decide whether the death 
was due to suicide, an allergic reaction or murder.

The event – entitled ‘Dead on Time’ and led by King’s Ely Junior’s Science 
Team alongside ‘Thinkers in Education’ – saw each group of six students 
organising themselves into a detecting unit and using techniques such as 
toxicology investigations, finger printing, DNA sequencing and good old 
fashioned ‘grey cells’, to try and establish the cause of the death.

The end verdict was that the death was murder by allergic response and the 
winners were only 500 points short of the record score for the event, which 
is currently held by last 2018’s Year 8 cohort!

KING’S Ely Junior’s STEM Club has been up to lots of fascinating 
things of late, including looking at ‘acid from the skies’ and the 
effect simulated acid rain has on different materials, both living 
and non-living, with and without a water resistant coating.

Students have also been looking at ‘But why is the sun gone?’ They set 
up the equipment in order to observe that plants need light in order to 
photosynthesise, using Elodea. Pupils measured the amount of air bubbles 
produced to see whose equipment and Elodea was photosynthesising the 
most efficiently.
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Chicks hatch at King’s Ely Junior – much to the 
eggcitement of pupils!
SCIENCE lessons were well and truly brought to life at King’s Ely 
Junior thanks to eleven adorable, fluffy baby chicks!

All of the chicken eggs provided by the ‘Happy Chick Company’ hatched in 
the incubator in school and soon started to show off their cheeky, individual 
characters.

Pupils were fascinated by the whole hatching process – watching it live on 
the ‘KEJ Chick Cam’ on the school TV screens and white boards – and the 
chicks were incorporated into Science lessons so that students could learn all 
about their husbandry and life cycle.

The chicks were at King’s Ely Junior for just over a fortnight, during which 
they received bundles of attention and TLC. They then took up residence with 
Mr Day, from the school’s Media and Marketing team, and his flock of hens.

Author Katherine Rundell shares tips and advice with students
AWARD-winning author Katherine Rundell popped into King’s 
Ely Junior to work with pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6.

Katherine gave a wonderful talk about the adventures where she gained her 
inspiration, as well as the processes involved when writing a book. She also 
led a fun-filled creative writing session with Year 6 students.

Katherine is the author of Rooftoppers, which in 2014 won both the overall 
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize and the Blue Peter Book Award for Best 
Story, and was short-listed for the Carnegie Medal. 

Cameraman’s visit goes down a storm with wildlife lovers
PUPILS and staff at King’s Ely Junior were in their element when 
they got to meet award-winning wildlife photographer and 
cameraman, Doug Allan. 

Doug, a recipient of the Fuchs Medal and the Polar Medal (twice), 
was Guest of Honour at King’s Ely Junior’s Prizegiving and Service of 
Thanksgiving, which took place in Ely Cathedral.

Hundreds of students, staff, families and friends of King’s Ely attended 
the service, where Doug gave a fascinating account of just some of his 
adventures before presenting pupils with a whole host of prizes for academic 
achievement, academic progress, all-round contribution, specific subjects, 
major colours and chorister prizes.

Much to the delight of the children, Doug was also able to stay behind 
after the service, enabling them to meet him personally, ask him all sorts of 
questions and get copies of his latest book, Freeze Frame, signed.

Doug is a biologist who spent 10 years with the British Antarctic Survey 
before becoming a natural history cameraman and presenter. He has won 
countless awards for his photography, on programmes including The Blue 
Planet, Planet Earth, Life, Human Planet and Frozen Planet.

Digital Picnics get families thinking about online safety

European Day of Languages celebrated in style!

Jim Paice hosts debating workshops with pupils

ONLINE safety and screen time were among the issues explored 
at two Digital Picnics, held at King’s Ely Junior during the 
Summer term.

The picnics, organised by the school’s Digital Leaders, who are all students 

in Years 5 to 8, were a huge success and were attended by both pupils and 
their families. 

Digital Leaders took to the stage to discuss their online experiences when 
using platforms like Roblox, Youtube, Minecraft, TikTok, Instagram and 
Fortnite. The students shared some negative experiences that they have had, 
such as being contacted by strangers and how they dealt with them. They 
also shared their experiences of how best to manage screen time, friend 
requests and online play in order to maximise fun and safer digital time. 
Adults in attendance also had the opportunity to share their experiences and 
tips for managing children’s digital time.

The second part of the Digital Picnics saw families moving around the 
Morbey Hall to visit different information stalls run by the Digital Leaders. 
Each stall had heaps of information about popular APPs and games. Families 
had time to sit down with some delicious picnic food to discuss their digital 
lives including a chance to fill out a Family Agreement on the subject!

KING’S Ely Junior pupils went all out to 
celebrate European Day of Languages.

The annual campaign is organised by the Council 
of Europe and the European Union. Its aim is to 
encourage language learning across Europe.

Key Stage 2 MFL Co-ordinator at King’s Ely 
Junior, Lorraine Oldham, said: “The day began 
with the register being taken in a different 
language. As I walked down the corridor, I could 
hear a plethora of different languages, including 
Mandarin, Japanese, Maltese, Swedish and Swahili.

“Year 4 talked about how learning languages can 
open doors for you in life and then created their 
own “Open Door” posters, discovering how to say 
“hello” in at least two other languages.

“Meanwhile Year 7 pupils participated in an 
eTwinning project called “eDay of Languages,” 
where they worked with 12 other schools to 
celebrate languages and cultural heritage. They 
also created some wonderful posters to promote 
the European Day of Languages and took part in a 
Kahoot Quiz to test their knowledge on Europe.”

FORMER Conservative Party Politician and King’s Ely Governor 
Jim Paice visited King’s Ely Junior to host debating workshops 
with Year 7 and 8 students.

Jim, who was MP for South East Cambridgeshire between 1987 and 2015, 
offered our young debaters plenty of tips and advice to help them make their 
arguments and points stronger.

He was also the Minister of State at the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (Defra) from 2010 to 2012.

Thank you for coming in Jim!
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Smiles all round at third annual King’s 
Ely Junior Soapbox Race

Pupils take a step back in time for 1940’s themed day!

Bikeability Week sees students improving their cycling skills

Queen Philippa winners of 2019 Humphries Challenge

WHAT a superb Soapbox Race we had in June!

The annual event, now in its third year, sees King’s Ely Junior students 
battling it out on the tracks. The theme for the karts this year was 
‘endangered species’ and there were some wonderful masterpieces created 
by students and staff.

Congratulations to ‘Blue Whale’ (driven by Erin) for winning! ‘The Meg’ 
(driven by Freddie) and ‘Foolscapsize’ (Max) came second and third, 
respectively.

As ever, the stalls, barbecue, refreshments and games really contributed to 
the fun atmosphere – and furthermore, £1,300 was raised for the school’s 
charities.

Thank you to all the students, staff and families who made 2019’s King’s Ely 
Junior Soapbox Race a day to remember!

YEAR 3 King’s Ely Junior pupils had a 
whale of a time during their 1940’s themed 
‘History Off The Page Day’.

Both children and staff were transported to the 
imaginary village of Comberwick, October 1940. 
Once there, they spent the morning at school 
and the afternoon at the shops, to which the 
children’s parents and families were invited along 
to join in on the fun.

Year 3 Teacher, Kirsty Chenery, said: “The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to 
interact with the genuine artefacts and rose to 
the challenge of working with real currency from 
the era. They also enjoyed sharing the experience 
and celebrating their learning with so many 
parents during the afternoon. Thank you to all of 
those who were able to join us and to everyone 
for dressing the children (and themselves!) in 
keeping with the day.”

BIKEABILITY Week proved popular 
at King’s Ely Junior, with Year 5 pupils 
learning all about bicycle safety.

The initiative, delivered by Outspoken Training in 
Cambridge, saw students learning how to stay safe 
while out on the roads on their bicycles, including 
how to coordinate their right and left-hand turns, 
how to be more aware of dangers they may 
encounter, and of course starting off and stopping 
correctly.

In true King’s Ely fashion, they have had a lot of fun 
along the way too!

QUEEN Philippa won this year’s King’s Ely 
Junior Humphries Challenge!

The contest took place during the last week 
of the Summer term and saw Year 8 students 
competing, in their Houses, in a variety of 
challenges designed to test their strength, 
courage, strategy, communication and team skills.

The challenge is held in memory of Christopher 
Humphries, who had a love of outdoor learning 
and who was heavily involved with the outdoor 
education programme at King’s Ely.

Well done to everyone involved and 
congratulations, of course, to Queen Philippa!

Junior
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Kind-hearted Dylan donates his hair to 
help children battling illness

Heather takes on gruelling 100 mile walk 
in aid of Veterans Charity

Syrah completes Distinguished 
Gentleman’s Ride

King’s Ely Junior pupil Dylan Morley had 
his long hair cut off in May and donated 
it to the Little Princess Trust.

After watching a programme about children 
losing their hair when being treated for cancer, 
Dylan felt that he wanted to do something to 
help. He did some research and came across the 
Little Princess Trust, a charity which provides 

real hair wigs to children and young people with 
hair loss.

Dylan purposely grew his hair for two years with 
the aim of then having it cut short and donating 
as much of it as possible to the trust. His efforts 
were even recognised by BBC’s Blue Peter.

Well done Dylan!

INTREPID King’s Ely Junior pupil 
Heather Norris completed the Vierdaagse 
Nijmegen – the annual International Four 
Days Marches Nijmegen in July.

Heather and her mum, Morag Botterill, were 
among tens of thousands of people from across 
the world who walked 25 miles each day, for 
four consecutive days, in and around the city of 
Nijmegen in the Netherlands.

Heather and Morag were raising awareness 
and money for the Veterans Charity, which was 
founded in March 2008 to support UK Veterans 

of all generations. They both did amazingly, 
completing the 100 miles with only very tired 
legs and a few blisters at the end. Heather raised 
just under £300 for the charity and enjoyed it so 
much she wants to do it again next year!

Heather said: “I have a huge passion for History, 
especially the World Wars, and being a military 
child all of my life (my mum has recently left 
after serving nearly 17 years in the Army and my 
step-dad is still currently serving), I have learnt a 
lot about the struggles veterans face when going 
back into civilian life.”

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Syrah Simcock-Stow took part in the 
Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride in Cambridge with her father, 
Edward.

Around 120,000 people across the world supported the campaign to raise 
funds and awareness for prostate cancer and men’s mental health.

In Cambridge, around 400 people took part, raising more than £38,000 – 
making it the 14th biggest ride in the world from 634 participating cities.

Syrah and Edward raised almost £1,000 between them – congratulations both!

Plethora of trips and experiences help 
to instil a love of learning

AS an outward looking school, we seek enrichment opportunities 
both near and far to inspire our King’s Ely Junior pupils and to 
develop their confidence in facing challenges and new situations. 
We organise a wide variety of educational trips, overnight 
residential stays and longer overseas tours throughout each year.

Just some of our trips and visits so far this year have included Dunstable 
Downs, Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Mountfitchet Castle, Burghley 
House, the North Norfolk Coast, West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village, Bletchley 
Park and Ironbridge in Shropshire.

Curriculum subjects are supported throughout the year by day trips that 
augment the children’s learning. These trips prove a springboard for ideas 
and engagement back in the classroom. From Year 4 upwards, trips are 
organised to provide a residential experience, whether it be a night away on 
the Golden Hinde for our eight year olds, a ski trip to Switzerland for our 
older pupils, or perhaps a musical or sports tour in the school holidays.
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‘Sponge the Teacher’ a hit at Priory House’s 
Summer Garden Party!

Choristers and friends complete charity cycle ride in 
sweltering heat

PRIORY House’s annual end of term Summer 
Garden Party was as fun-filled as ever!

All Priory boarders, their families, guardians 
and members of staff were invited, and Heads of 
House, Ellie, Stepan and Heather, ran the events.

There were egg and spoon races, three-legged 
races, apple bobbing and ‘Run the Gauntlet’ with 
water balloons. Certificates and thank you’s were 
also handed out before a spot of ‘Sponge the 
Teacher’ and a huge water fight.

Many of our youngest boy and girl boarders tell us 
that coming to Priory House made them feel like 
they had arrived at Hogwarts! It is hard to deny 
the magic of the House, with its twisting staircases, 

painted ceilings, vaulted undercroft, magnificent 
fireplaces and wooden panelling, but the entirely 
modern approach means that Priory boarders have 
a very special experience.

A GROUP of King’s Ely Junior pupils, 
including four Ely Cathedral choristers, 
used their pedal power to raise more than 
£1,000 for good causes.

Four members of Ely Cathedral Boys’ Choir - 
Thomas Perceval-Maxwell, James Barbrook, 
Max Black and Theo Almond - who are all pupils 
at King’s Ely Junior, cycled from King’s Lynn, 
Norfolk, to Ely, Cambridgeshire, in June.

The intrepid four were joined by fellow King’s 
Ely Junior students Cecily Perceval-Maxwell, 
Theodora Spufford and Robert Banwell, and  
Max’s younger brother, Rowley.

It was an epic journey of approximately 60 
kilometres to say the least, made more challenging 
by the hot weather, a few spills and a puncture - 
but they made it in good spirits. The team raised 
more than £1,000 for the Cathedral Choir Tour 

Fund and Cancer Research UK, which was one of 
King’s Ely’s charities this year.

Head of King’s Ely Junior, Richard Whymark, 
said: “The commitment the riders showed by 
battling the high temperatures and challenges of 

the day was superb. Their contribution to both 
of these causes is really valuable and we applaud 
their dedication to fulfilling the task on the day by 
literally going the extra mile for others.”

Five minutes with…  
Clare Gorick, ahead of her taking over as 
Housemistress of Priory House this September

Five minutes with…  
Tom Stockwell, ahead of him taking over as 
Housemaster of Choir House this September

Full name: Clare Elizabeth Gorick

Where did you grow up? I was born in London 
and from the age of two lived at Wellingborough 
School, where my dad was Headmaster.

Education: Wellingborough School, The Leys 
Cambridge, Bath Spa University.

Your previous role and place of work: The 
Perse School, Cambridge as a Music Teacher and 
Pastoral Lead.

What are you most looking forward to 
about working at King’s Ely? I can’t wait to 
be back in a boarding house having been a boarder 
myself, and for my children to experience growing 
up in a school as I did.

Hobbies/interests outside of school: I enjoy 
spending time with my family and we cannot wait 
to get a dog!

What did you want to be when you were 
growing up? An actress.

If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? Teleportation.

What was the last book you read? ‘This is 
Going to Hurt’ by Adam Kay.

What song are you most likely to sing at a 
karaoke? ‘Think’ by Aretha Franklin.

What is your favourite film? Elf!

Do you have any phobias or fears? Wasps and 
heights.

Name three things you would want with 
you if stranded on a desert island for a 
week: A photo of my children, an iPod and an 
endless supply of Salt and Vinegar Walkers crisps!

Full name: Thomas Edward Stockwell

Where did you grow up? I was born in Poole 
in Dorset (I’m one of triplets) but I spent most of 
the time away at boarding school.

Education: Salisbury Cathedral School, Lancing 
College and then Bishop Grosseteste University 
in Lincoln.

Your previous role and place of work: 
Most recently I’ve been Director of Music at 
Sunningdale School near Ascot in Berkshire.  

I’ve also been Organist and Director of Music at 
the local church. Before that, I was a lay clerk at 
Lincoln Cathedral.

What are you most looking forward to 
about working at King’s Ely? My wife 
Victoria and I are excited to be working with the 
cathedral choristers in Choir House and to be 
living, working and raising our family in such a 
beautiful, historic and supportive environment.

Hobbies/interests outside of school: I love 
playing cricket, travel and exploring and spending 
time with friends and family.

What did you want to be when you were 
growing up? I wanted to be a train driver or a vet. 
I then decided that I wanted to sing in cathedrals! 
I’ve achieved one of those things so far…

If you could have a super power, what 
would it be? Russia.

What was the last book you read? Wine, 
Women and Song – A Spitfire Pilot’s Story by 
Hamish Brown.

What song are you most likely to sing at 
a Karaoke? Pretty much anything by Queen. I 
have been dubbed ‘The Jukebox’ by friends, as 
I have an usual ability to remember words and 
tunes to all sorts of songs!

What is your favourite film? Saving Private 
Ryan – absolutely incredible.

Do you have any phobias or fears? I’m 
rather irrationally terrified of spiders...

Name three things you would want  
with you if stranded on a desert island  
for a week: Coffee, my Amazon Alexa (so I 
could listen to music!) and my wife and best 
friend, Victoria.
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Competition success for skillful King’s Ely scientists

Eleanor qualifies for contest a year early

Michael on top form in  
Maths competition

KING’S Ely Senior students, Eleanor 
MacGillivray and Otilia Salgado, were 
successful in this year’s Microbiology in 
Schools Advisory Committee (MiSAC) 
Annual Schools Competition.

The competition, sponsored by the NFU Online, 
asked students from across the UK to design a 
poster aimed to provide teenagers with a better 
understanding of the ways in which microbes are 
of benefit to agriculture.

Eleanor won the joint First Prize in the Key Stage 
4 category of the competition and Otilia won 
Third Prize.

This summer, the results of the annual Biology 
Challenge – a competition designed to stimulate 
students’ curiosity for the natural world and 
encourage them to take an interest in Biology 
outside of school – were also announced.

Once again, Year 10 and some Year 9 pupils from 
King’s Ely entered the challenge and students 
Eleanor MacGillivray, Barclay Greenway, Joseph 
Coppin and Ayala Gate achieved Gold certificates, 
placing them in the top 5% nationally.

Matthew Chaudhry, Conall Comley, Jonathan Iles 
and Sam Barber gained Silver certificates, placing 
them in the top 15% nationally.

KING’S Ely Senior student Eleanor 
MacGillivray qualified for two national 
Maths competitions despite entering the 
first round of the contest a year early.

Eleanor took part in the Mathematical Olympiad 
for Girls competition, which is usually aimed 
at girls in Year 11 or above, however younger 
students are allowed to enter at the discretion  
of their school.

Eleanor scored 41 points out of a maximum 
possible score of 50, qualifying her for both the 
Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad and the 
British Mathematical Olympiad.

Head of Mathematics at King’s Ely Senior, 
Audrienne Bezzina, said: “Sitting the 
Mathematical Olympiad for Girls paper is a 
big feat in itself, but to do it a year early shows 
courage and resilience. We are all very proud of 
what Eleanor has achieved.”

KING’S Ely Sixth Form student Michael Zhang 
was jubilant after coming out top in a national 
mathematical competition.

Michael achieved a Merit in the Senior Maths Kangaroo 
Competition, placing him in the top 25 per cent nationally. 
He was one of six King’s Ely students invited to take part 
in the Kangaroo Competition following their results in the 
Senior Maths Challenge paper. Michael achieved a Gold 
certificate in this round of the competition, again placing 
him in the top 25 per cent nationally.

Congratulations also to King’s Ely Senior students Joe 
Lau and Thomas Kim, who attempted the Senior Maths 
Challenge a year early and both got through to the 
Kangaroo round. Both students achieved marks higher 
than the national average.

Lord Browne of Madingley Guest of 
Honour at Senior Prizegiving

JOHN Browne, Lord Browne of Madingley, took a step back in 
time by returning to King’s Ely to be Guest of Honour at Senior 
Prizegiving.

Lord Browne, best known for his role as the Chief Executive of the energy 
company BP from 1995 to 2007, is an Old Elean (former King’s Ely student) 
and was among hundreds of students, staff, parents, dignitaries and friends 
of the school who came together for the service in Ely Cathedral in May.

The service – one is one of the highlights of the school calendar – is an 
annual celebration of students’ academic achievements and outstanding 
successes in everyday school life, such as music, art, drama and sport.

Academic Prizes are awarded to several students in each year group; there 
are awards for Most Improved Students and those who have provided an 
Outstanding Contribution to School Life. There are also King’s Scholar 
and Queen’s Scholar Prizes, Prefect Awards, King’s Ely International 

Scholar Prizes and Potticary Medals for the Heads of School; which went 
to Felix Hawes and Maria Campbell this year. The new Heads of School for 
2019/2020, Sol Boon and Lottie Wilkinson, were also formally announced 
during the service.

Long-standing awards and medals which celebrate historical achievements 
at King’s Ely, such as the Bennett Prize, Dimmock Reading Prize, 
Shepherd Cup and Winkfield Cup, to name just a few, are also presented at 
Prizegiving, which is followed by a service of thanksgiving. 

Lord Browne is a former President of the Royal Academy of Engineering 
and since 2001, has been a crossbench member of the House of Lords. He 
has also been Chairman of Tate Galleries, a Trustee of the British Museum, 
a former Partner of Riverstone LLC, which is co-owner of Cuadrilla 
resources, and a former Non-Executive Director of Apax and Goldman 
Sachs. Lord Browne received his undergraduate education at the University 
of Cambridge and later attended Stanford University.
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Government and Politics students head to Parliament

STEM enrichment programme sees students 
visiting Qualcomm Cambridge

Pupils pick up design award at RoboCon 2019

A GROUP of King’s Ely’s A Level Government and Politics 
students visited UK Parliament in April.

After getting past Extension Rebellion protestors, the students attended the 
Houses of Parliament and Supreme Court, where they got the chance to 
meet their local MP, Lucy Frazer. They then went onto Downing Street for 
photos, just as Chancellor Philip Hammond arrived.

Teacher of History, Government and Politics at King’s Ely Senior, Sharon 
Jackson, said: “The first stop was a tour of the Supreme Court where 
students were challenged to consider controversial cases and make 
judgements before finding out about the actual findings by the Justices. The 
students enjoyed their role as Supreme Court Justices sitting in their chairs 
and being challenged to find the ‘right’ judgements on.

“Our second stop was at the very seat of Government power, Downing 
Street. The group were lucky enough to pass through security and have the 
privilege of walking down Downing Street itself. The students really enjoyed 

posing for photos outside No 10. As photos were being taken a Government 
car drew up and Phillip Hammond, Chancellor of the Exchequer, emerged 
saying hello to a very excited bunch of Politics students.”

MORE than 60 Year 9 King’s Ely Senior 
students visited Qualcomm in Cambridge 
as part of their STEM enrichment 
programme.

Their visit started with an overview of the 
company and a talk about career opportunities 
there. The students were then taken around 
four different labs. In one of the labs, they met a 
test engineer who explained how testing of the 
microchips was carried out, and they showed the 
students the ovens needed for the testing.

In another lab, pupils ventured into the anechoic 
chamber, which is a room void of any echoes. 
The students then saw a 3D printer and were 
explained its usage within the company and how 

small devices were drawn on computer and then 
created with the 3D printer. Finally, some got to 
see a machine putting components onto circuit 
boards at a very quick speed.

The tour ended with the students meeting  
three new recruits at the company who shared 
their experience of what made them study a 
STEM subject.

KING’S Ely Senior students competed in 
RoboCon for the first ever time this year 
– and won the Best Engineering Design 
award for one of their robots.

Two teams of Year 9 pupils entered the 
competition, which took place in Cambridge 
during the Easter holidays. RoboCon is a robotics 
competition aimed at students in Years 9 to 11. It 
is free to enter and encourages pupils to build a 
basic robot to run in the competition. They can 
add to it however they like; the only limit is their 
imagination!

Throughout the Lent term, the King’s Ely students 
worked hard to each build a robot that could 
collect cubes and return them to their base in a 
set time. They had to collect their own coloured 
cubes and no one else’s. The robots had to be 
autonomous, in that they had to be programmed to 
do this without human intervention.

One team was led by James Schoenberg and the 
other team consisted of Jonathan Iles, Johnnie 
Rudd, William Biggs and Joseph Coppin. Fourteen 
local schools competed in the event and although 
neither of King’s Ely’s teams got through to the 

final stages, the team of Jonathan, Johnnie, William 
and Joseph won the award for Best Engineering 
Design for their robot.

Head of ICT and Computing at King’s Ely Senior, 
Marc Hawes, said: “This was King’s Ely’s first time 
entering RoboCon and we will be entering again 
next year for sure. Well done to the students for 
their hard work both in the build-up and during 
the competition!”

Students and staff reap the benefits of 
Erasmus+ Languages Project

KING’S Ely students with a love for learning languages and 
experiencing different cultures have been reaping the benefits of 
an Erasmus+ funded project.

It was in autumn 2018 when King’s Ely’s Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 
Department was successful in securing a Language Erasmus+ Project Grant 
from the British Council and European Commission. The project, entitled 
United in Diversity, has and is continuing to involve Year 9 and 10 students 
from King’s Ely, students from IES Andrés Vandelvira in Albacete, Spain and 
College Chaloupe Saint-Leu in La Reunion, France.

Since the project went live, Head of MFL at King’s Ely, Esmeralda Salgado, 
has been instrumental in organising two exchange trips to partner schools 
in Spain and the overseas department and region of France in the Indian 
Ocean, La Reunion; both of which were phenomenally successful. As well 
as the exchange trips, the project has seen King’s Ely students working 
collaboratively with their overseas partners, including on the production 
of a video diary in the target language exploring a particular festival which 
represents the culture of the visiting country.  

The culmination of the project and part of the exchange was when the 
French and Spanish schools visited King’s Ely in June in order to take part, 
together with King’s Ely students, in a series of workshops with the aim 
to design a multilingual, promotional video celebrating the heritage of all 
countries involved in the project in the context of Europe.

Mrs Salgado said: “I cannot put into words how amazing both of our 
Erasmus exchange visits have been, and what a fantastic impact the United 
in Diversity project has had on our students and the whole King’s Ely 
community. The project has not only enabled our students to improve their 
linguistic skills because all activities were conducted in French and Spanish, 
but they have also developed their ICT skills and genuinely fostered a love 
for cultural differences and tolerance.

“During their visits to La Reunion and Albacete, our students spent most of 
their time whilst at the French and Spanish schools carrying out their video 
diaries via workshops. They also got to experience festivals first hand and 
undertook a number of day trips to emblematic historical or geographical 
places. As a school, we are so honoured to have been given the opportunity 
to deliver this project, which echoes the MFL Department’s mission to take 
languages outside the classroom.”
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Prize for Annie and George at VI Hispanic Theatre Festival
TWO King’s Ely Senior students won an 
award in recognition of their Spanish and 
theatrical skills.

Annie Moore and George Collier participated 
in the VI Hispanic Theatre Festival held at North 
London Collegiate School.

The festival, organised to celebrate Spanish 
language and culture in the curriculum, consisted 
of 14 short original Spanish plays which were 
performed on the night by students in Years 11-
13 – and all in Spanish of course!

Annie and George were the youngest students to 
participate in the festival and they made King’s 
Ely proud with a brilliant performance which 
saw them win the prize for the ‘Best Unique 
Theatrical Experience’.

Head of MFL and Spanish at King’s Ely Senior, 
Esmeralda Salgado, said: “This is an outstanding 
achievement for Annie and George, who were 
competing against some very well-known 

schools, especially given their young age and 
the amount of Spanish they had to learn while 
bringing their performing skills to the test.”

King’s Ely victorious at regional MFL 
competition for second year running
KING’S Ely students Katherine Wood and 
Katherine Mann were on top form in the 
Spanish debate at the Modern Foreign 
Languages (MFL) Eastern Region Debating 
Competition, held at The Perse School.

The duo had to debate on three different GCSE 
and social topics, including the advantages of 

the use of mobile phone technology, whether 
sportsmen were good role models to follow 
and whether learning Chinese should be made 
compulsory in all schools.

The girls secured King’s Ely a win in the Spanish 
debate category of the competition for the second 
year running.

Onatti Productions deliver thought-
provoking plays to MFL students
THE fantastic Onatti Productions visited 
King’s Ely Senior to present a French play, 
entitled ‘La Chambre des énigmes!’ to Year 
9 students. 

Onatti Productions produce modern plays in 
French, Spanish, German and English for students 
in the UK who are studying foreign languages.

Esmeralda Salgado, Head of MFL at King’s Ely 
Senior, said: “The play was fun, very accessible 
and most importantly interactive, which allowed 
our young linguists to really put their French oral 

skills to the test. 

“This play, together with the German and 
the Spanish performances earlier in the year, 
are part of our big MFL initiative to take 
languages outside the classroom by creating real 
opportunities and life situations where students 
can actually practice their languages.

“Very well done to Ben Kittoe, Elliot Bord, Flo 
Nell and Arthur Lauze for volunteering to come 
to the stage and take part so actively in the play!”

Winners of Senior House Debating Final are… Withburga!

King’s Ely and Gresham’s students join 
forces for International Debate

Mia and George speak up at Houses of Parliament

KING’S Ely Senior’s annual House Debating Final took place in 
June and saw Withburga House and Etheldreda House debating 
the motion: ‘Monuments to historical figures should remain’.

Lead adjudicator and Head of English at King’s Ely Senior, Dr Daniel 
Gabelman, commented on the impressive level of research and the high 
quality of the arguments from both sides, but it was Withburga, who argued 
against the motion, who were declared the eventual winners.

Well done all and congratulations, of course, to Withburga!

KING’S Ely enjoyed welcoming students from Gresham’s School 
to our International Debate.

The motion was ‘This house believes that streaming supports learning’ and 
King’s Ely’s team opposed.

Both teams were very evenly matched, battling it out admirably until the 
end, when King’s Ely were declared the winners.

Well done all – it took a lot of courage and confidence to deliver the 
speeches!

TWO King’s Ely Senior students had their viewpoints heard by 
prominent Judge, Sir Brian Leveson.

Secondary school students across South East Cambridgeshire competed 
in the Inter Schools Parliamentary Debating Competition, which was 
pioneered and organised by local MP Lucy Frazer.

King’s Ely students Sam Barber, George Collier, Mollie Egan, Isabella Boutwood, 
Rhys Williams, Richard Garrard, William Buckingham and Mia Gray represented 
King’s Ely in the first round of the competition. Ms Frazer attended the event 
and enjoyed what proved to be a spirited and closely contested debate discussing 
whether the age of marriage should be raised to 18.

After much deliberation, George and Mia were announced as the overall 
winners. They went forward to debate against the winning duo from each 
of the other competing schools at the finals, which were judged by Head of 
Criminal Justice, the Right Honourable Sir Brian Leveson, at the Houses of 
Parliament.

Ms Frazer said: “The level of debate at King’s Ely was extremely high and 
choosing the winners was no easy job. I am so heartened to see how well 
prepared all the participants were and how persuasively each argued their case.”
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Business Studies students pitch their ideas to the panel!
KING’S Ely’s A Level Business Studies 
students enjoyed a Dragon’s Den style 
Business Conference in June.

Working in teams of three, they spent just over a 
fortnight developing a business plan for a new high 
street shop/business of their choice in Ely, as well 
as creating posters and presentations to showcase 
their proposals.

The businesses were called ‘The Library’; a cocktail 
bar and cafe, ‘Smagoolies’; a smoothie bar, and 
‘Treehugger’; an organic shop selling cooked food 
and ingredients.

The teams then presented their business plans to 
a panel of judges made up of Mr Williams, Mrs 
Moscatelli, Mr Axworthy and Mrs Halls, who also 
fired questions at the budding entrepreneurs.

After much deliberation, the judges awarded the 
Best Project prize to ‘The Library’ and Jamie 
Cooper won the Best Student prize.

Head of Business Studies at King’s Ely Senior, 
Alastair Wilson, said: “The Business Conference 
was a fantastic way for these A Level students to put 
their ideas and skills into practice. They performed 
admirably, with professionalism and maturity, and 
should all be really proud of their efforts.”

Life after King’s event gets Sixth Formers thinking about their futures
OUR ‘Life after King’s’ event for all Year 12 
students was a great success.

The day began with a presentation on 
‘Employability in the 21st Century’, led by 
Old Elean Beatrice White, who works for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. Students then took 
part in a whole host of workshops led by 
members of the King’s Ely Sixth Form team and 
by Form the Future, who discussed all things 
Higher Apprenticeships.

Academics from the University of Cambridge 
and the New College of the Humanities attended 
to run sessions on ‘Applications to Oxbridge’ 
and ‘Personal Statements for Applications to 
UK Universities’. Aspiring medics and vets 
also had their own session on how to apply for 
relevant courses and as well as being shown 

how to fill in the centralised application form 
for UK universities, students had a presentation 

on alternative, non-graduate routes into 
employment.

East Cambs Careers and Skills Fair proves fruitful for students
YEAR 11 students from King’s Ely Senior 
could be found exploring the East Cambs 
Careers and Skills Fair at Ely Cathedral. 

The annual event enables students to meet 
potential employers and learn about different 
career prospects after leaving school. 
Representatives from a whole host of companies 
and organisations were present at the fair, 
including everything from the Royal Navy to 
global bank chains. 

G’s Fresh, the University of Cambridge 
Museums, Anglia Water, Tesco, Thorlabs and 
the British Racing School were just some of the 
organisations present. 

Enterprise East Cambridgeshire also launched a 
new Apprenticeship Hub at the event, a website 
designed to connect local employers, apprentices 
and training providers.

Students and staff moved by charity founder, James Shone

Golfer John Hoskison inspires Senior students

Shaun Attwood delivers fascinating talks to pupils

JAMES Shone, founder of the 
charity I Can & I Am, popped 
into King’s Ely Senior to work 
with students.

The charity’s mission is to inspire 
confidence in every individual and 
enable them to get to know who 
they really and what they are able 
to do, rather than focussing on what 
they can’t.

Following a sixteen year career 

in several boarding schools and 
being a housemaster for twelve of 
those years, James was appointed 
as headmaster to Monkton Prep 
School in 2012. During his medical 
assessment, a brain tumour was 
discovered. Over the coming 
months, James underwent two 
massive operations spending eleven 
weeks in hospital; the operations 
saved his life but took most of his 
sight. Further to this, James had 
to relinquish a dream job, undergo 

radiotherapy and then set off into a 
new future without employment or 
buoyant health.

James is a man who embodies 
a positive attitude to life and a 
determination to turn setbacks into 
springboards. As a housemaster, 
this was at the heart of his pastoral 
message but it is now fundamentally 
important that he lives this message 
out every day himself as well as 
sharing it with a wider audience.

JOHN Hoskison visited King’s 
Ely as part of our programme 
of Emotional Wellbeing talks.

John, who spoke to Year 9  
students, was a highly respected  
and successful tournament 
professional golfer when he 
accepted a drink after a golf match 
and, on the short car journey home, 

hit and killed a cyclist.

The talk he delivered revolves 
around the devastating 
consequences that making the 
wrong choice can have, and taking 
an unnecessary risk. Destined for 
a prison sentence, John started 
writing a book detailing his journey 
through the prison system from the 

moment the victim’s widow asked 
for leniency to be shown at his trial, 
until his release back into society 
nearly three years later.

The book was acknowledged by 
Sir David Ramsbotham (HM Chief 
Inspector of Prisons at the time), 
as the most accurate portrayal 
of the bullying and chronic drug 

taking that goes on within the 
prison service. John’s ability to 
survive was not only due to the 
forgiveness shown to him by the 
victim’s widow, but also through 
the lessons he had learned about 
life from playing competitive sport; 
the importance of preparation, hard 
work and determination.

KING’S Ely was delighted 
to welcome Shaun Attwood 
into school to deliver two 
fascinating Social Relationships 
talks to Year 10 students.

Shaun arrived in Phoenix, Arizona 
a penniless business graduate from 
a small industrial town in England. 

Within a decade, he became a stock-
market millionaire. But he also led a 
double life.

An early fan of the UK rave scene, 
he threw raves and distributed 
ecstasy in competition with the 
Mafia mass murderer, Sammy 
the Bull Gravano, who put a hit 

out on him. On May 16th 2002, 
a SWAT team knocked his door 
down. Facing a 200-year sentence, 
he entered a lengthy legal battle. 
After two years of being held 
unsentenced, he was convicted of 
drug crimes and was sentenced to 
nine-and-a-half years, and served 
almost six.

Shaun had only read finance 
books prior to his arrest. While 
incarcerated, he submerged 
himself in literature – reading 
over 1000 books, including many 
classics. By studying original texts 
in psychology and philosophy, he 
sought to better understand himself 
and his addictive personality. He 
credits books for being the lifeblood 
of his rehabilitation.

Released in December 2007, he 
continues to campaign against 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio – the boss of a 
jail where guards were murdering 
mentally-ill inmates. He keeps Jon’s 
Jail Journal going by posting stories 
mailed to him by his prison friends. 
In July 2008, he won a Koestler 
award for a short story, which he 
read to an audience at the Royal 
Festival Hall.

Banned from America for life, Shaun 
presently lives near London and 
talks to student audiences across 
the UK and Europe about his jail 
experience and the consequences he 
faced by getting involved in drugs 
and crime. He has appeared on TV 
worldwide, speaking about issues 
affecting prisoners’ rights.
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Swimmers raise over £1,000 for Cancer Research UK

Ely Scheme students enjoy action-packed 
Lake District Expedition 

Grit and determination aplenty in annual Endurance Challenge

KING’S Ely Senior students took to the school pool for the Dover 
to Calais Cross Channel Charity Swim just before the summer 
holidays.

The inaugural challenge saw swimmers using their best stroke to raise funds 
for Cancer Research UK, which was one of the school’s charities this year.

A team of girl swimmers from a very well supported Withburga House set 
the pace and were nearly two thirds of the way across the Channel before the 
Wilkinson House boys joined them to be the first team across in a time of 89 
minutes.

This was followed by a very enthusiastic Boarders Team in a time of 108 
minutes, with a smaller team of Torfrida House girls and Osmond House 
boys working terrifically hard to complete the crossing in 116 minutes.

The competitive yet fun-filled event raised more than £1,100 for Cancer 
Research UK. Congratulations to everyone who was involved!

BOULDERING, ridge walking and plunge 
pool swimming were just some of the 
activities enjoyed by King’s Ely students 
during an adrenaline-fuelled expedition 
to the Lake District.

To say the ten-day expedition, which took place 
during the summer holidays, was action-packed 
would be a slight understatement – with students 
also enjoying multi pitch mountain climbing, stand 

up paddle boarding, kayaking, trail running and more.

The expedition was staged through King’s Ely’s 
outdoor education programme, Ely Scheme, 
which aims to build important life skills that 
cannot always be taught in the classroom.

What an experience for all of the team – Ben Biggs, 
Tom Biggs, Alex Budenberg, Alex Scarborough, 
David Harris, Oli Johnson and Charlie Watson.

ENERGY, courage and integrity were in 
abundance at King’s Ely’s annual Martin 
Doyle Endurance Challenge in June.

The gruelling and fiercely-contested timed event 
pits teams of two King’s Ely Senior students from 
each House against each other in a physically 
challenging combination of running, swimming, 
canoeing, climbing, slacklining and an assault course.

The annual competition was spearheaded in 
memory of Kit Martin-Doyle, one of the founders 
of Ely Scheme. This year’s winners were Withburga 
House (Lucy Lott and Grace Morris), with a time 

of 1 hour 28 minutes and 33 seconds, and School 
House (Charlie Watson and Alex Scarborough), 
with a record setting time of 1 hour 12 minutes 
and 42 seconds!

Congratulations not just to the winners but to all 
of the students who competed – Emma Maris, 
Mimi Hughes, Rebecca Daniel, Emily Tomkins, 
Rahera Greatrex, Natsuko Noguchi, Rhys Phillips, 
George Jobe, Joseph Beeney, George Collier, 
Robert Dunlop-Brown and Callum Hall.

Intrepid students receive Gold DofE 
Awards at Buckingham Palace

FIVE King’s Ely students received their Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
(DofE) Awards this spring.

Sixth Form students Aeyesha Cundy, Lucy Darby, John-Paul Gilbey and 
Samuel Wege, and Old Elean Jacky Chow, each undertook an extensive 
12-month programme of volunteering, physical and skill activities, and 
completed a four-day expedition in the Brecon Beacons in South Wales,  
in order to achieve their Gold DofE Award status.

All five students completed their Bronze and Silver DofE Awards before 
taking on their Gold. They attended a presentation at Buckingham Palace,  
in the company of the Earl and Countess of Wessex, to receive their  
awards in May.

In glorious sunshine, the award holders were allowed to take in the back 
gardens of the Palace alongside other award holders from Cambridgeshire. 
The group also chatted to television presenter Andi Peters, who was there  
as a special guest and presented the certificates.

Assistant Director of Outdoor Education at King’s Ely Senior, Martin Bray, 
said: “To achieve the Gold DofE Award before the end of Year 13 is a fantastic 
achievement. These five young people deserve huge congratulations for 

demonstrating the all-rounded effort and commitment required to complete 
their personal and extensive extra-curricular Gold DofE programme.”

The DofE Award was created in 1956 by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh to 
help develop young people’s work ethic and life skills. King’s Ely offers 
students the chance to undertake their DofE Award at all three levels, and 
all of the school’s clubs are run in line with national schemes, giving pupils 
a strong position to go forward for their National Governing Bodies (NGB) 
Leadership Awards.

At King’s Ely, the DofE Award offering is part of the school’s Ely Scheme, 
which aims to build important life skills that cannot always be taught in 
the classroom. While most independent schools have an outdoor pursuits 
programme, the Ely Scheme is both unique and central to the whole King’s 
Ely experience, as young people are given tangible opportunities to push 
themselves to achieve beyond anything they ever thought possible.

The aim is to develop each individual student through outdoor education 
and adventurous activity, concentrating on eight major elements: personal 
skills; self-confidence; teamwork; leadership skills; social and environmental 
awareness; problem solving; ability to cope with difficult situations and 
healthy respect for nature and the outdoors.
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Easter eggs collected and 
donated to local Foodbank

Hill House girls enjoy a well-
earned pamper evening!

Team ‘Sunday Roast’ wins 
Hereward Hall Quiz Night!

School House boys prove 
themselves a dab hand at baking!

KING’S Ely students helped to 
put a smile on the face of local 
people in need by donating 
Easter eggs to their local 
Foodbank.

Girls in Withburga House at King’s 
Ely Senior decided to collect Easter 
eggs to donate to Ely Foodbank 
again this year in time for the 
Easter weekend. As ever, students, 
staff, families and friends of King’s 
Ely went all out to support the 
campaign, resulting in dozens and 
dozens of Easter eggs of all shapes 
and sizes being donated.

Ely Foodbank was launched in 
2012 and is operated by volunteers 
who work tirelessly to tackle 
food poverty and hunger in East 
Cambridgeshire by providing 
three days’ nutritionally balanced 
emergency food and support to 
local people who are referred to 
them in crisis. The Foodbanks are 
part of a nationwide network, 
supported by The Trussell Trust.

A spokeswoman for Ely Foodbank 
said: “Thank you so much to 
everyone at King’s Ely for the Easter 
egg donation. You have really helped 
to make a difference.”

THE girls in Hill House at 
King’s Ely Senior celebrated 
the end of their A Level exams 
with a well-deserved pamper 
evening.

Cleansers and face masks were 
lavishly applied to tired but relieved 
faces and copious amounts of ice 

cream and fruit were devoured. 

Housemistress of Hill House, 
Charlotte Newman, said: “Betsy the 
House Labrador was on hand to nobly 
dispatch any accidentally dropped 
food and Ashley’s eclectic playlist kept 
the girls singing and dancing while 
their face masks dried!”

KING’S Ely Senior’s Hereward 
Hall boys took some time out 
from exam revision to partake 
in a fun House Quiz Night.

Some of the rounds they 
participated in included ‘General 
house knowledge’, ‘Blind taste 

challenge (a particular favourite 
for those not having to taste the 
baby food!), ‘What’s the logo?’ and 
‘Movie anagrams’.

The winners were Team ‘Sunday 
Roast’, consisting of Ted, Alexander, 
Dan and Callum. Well done all!

THERE have been some 
wonderful smells coming from 
the kitchen in School House at 
King’s Ely Senior!

Mrs Shaw has very kindly been 
coming into the House on a 
Saturday morning to teach the boys 
the wonders of a good cake, tasty 
homemade biscuits or some gooey 
flapjack – and they are loving it!

Patrick Green, Housemaster of 
School House, said: “The boys are 
extremely grateful to Mrs Shaw 
for her time and effort, and are 
even putting off going home for the 
weekend to take part in the baking 
extravaganza! The food all tasted 
absolutely delicious.”

Achievements of International students 
shine at Prizegiving ceremony

FAMILIES from across the globe travelled to King’s Ely to 
celebrate the achievements of their children and the school’s 
international programme.

The annual King’s Ely International (KEI) Prizegiving ceremony was held 
in the Old Palace to honour the impressive range of achievements made by 
Year 11 students on the one-year IGCSE programme, which has now been 
running at King’s Ely for more than 20 years.

The programme, which is for international pupils aged 15-16, facilitates 
rapid academic development providing students with access to King’s Ely’s  
A Level courses.

As well as recognising the academic progress and achievements of this year’s 
37-strong cohort, the KEI team were also determined to acknowledge the 
breadth and depth of outcomes in all aspects of the students’ King’s Ely 
education. From a Chinese ice skater who had commuted to Peterborough 
every Saturday morning at 5am, to students who had successfully managed 
mental health issues, the ceremony acknowledged success in all its forms.

Holly Burke was recognised for her commitment to the King’s Ely Rowing 
programme, where both as a student and a coach, she had invested over 500 
hours on the river since September 2018. She has targeted her ultimate ambition 
as national Rowing selection and she received the Contribution to Sport Prize.

Shimon Inaba, from Japan, was warmly applauded for making a three-
grade improvement within five months - showing his grit, determination 
and perseverance to succeed as the Most Improved Student. Shimon, an 
outstanding pianist, also performed at the end of the ceremony. 

The Contribution to School Prize was awarded to Kimberly Shanika Olanma 
Nweze, from Nigeria, who devoted equal endeavour to both her academic 
studies and extra-curricular participation. Her effusive and passionate 
character energised the boarding house and classrooms, and she ended 
the ceremony by giving a wonderful speech on how she had grown and 
developed as a person over the past 10 months.

Academic Director of King’s Ely International, Matthew Norbury, said: 
“In a world where personal, professional and political change challenges 
individuals and global leaders equally, King’s Ely is proud to be supporting 
a generation of global citizens fit to face such unpredictable times. 
We are proud of our heritage as a school and our future as a beacon of 
internationalism, cooperation and mutual respect.”

The ceremony was followed by a buffet reception in the Old Palace where 
many students bid joyful farewells to classmates, teachers and staff. From 
the cohort of 37, King’s Ely is proud to have welcomed back 21 of this 
international community for their A Level programme.
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Principal and Chief Executive,  
Sue Freestone, retires

SUE Freestone has retired as Principal and Chief Executive of 
King’s Ely after fifteen years at the helm.

Sue became Head of King’s Ely in 2004 having previously led Sibford School, 
Oxfordshire from 1997. She made her mark as soon as she arrived in Ely by 
reversing the decision to drop Rugby at King’s Ely, bringing it back to the 
school in the nick of time.

During Sue’s time at King’s Ely, pupil numbers grew by over a third and 
reached a record 1,100 for the new academic year in September 2019, when 
the new Principal, John Attwater, took over.

Chairman of Governors at King’s Ely, Jeff Hayes, said: “In the fifteen 
years that Sue led King’s Ely, she oversaw several significant and material 
improvements to the school. She worked hard to raise the school’s profile, 
and King’s Ely’s reputation locally, nationally and internationally has 
improved to the point where I believe the school is now seen as a ‘go to’ 
school in Cambridgeshire. Sue was a transformative Principal.”

Many structural changes took place during Sue’s tenure with the purchase 
and renovation of the Old Palace and the building of a new first-class Arts 
Centre, with extended Drama and Dance facilities and Theatre, and many 
significant improvements in some of the more neglected areas of the school. 

Sue worked on building a strong relationship with the local and wider 
community. She oversaw the development of the choristers, instigating the 
establishment of the Ely Cathedral Girls’ Choir in 2006, and worked hard 
to instigate and develop partnerships with maintained schools in the area, 
culminating in the launch of the county-wide Cambridgeshire Educational 
Partnership in 2019.

Sue was presented with a stunning bronze horse’s head, created by Old 
Elean Eddie Waites, in front of hundreds of students, staff, families and 
friends of the school at what was an emotional End of  Year Service at Ely 
Cathedral. 

Speaking about her retirement, Sue said: “It has been a huge privilege to 
lead this school. I have been so fortunate to have had a team of dedicated 
professionals around me who are as passionate about the school as I am 
myself. It is they who are the secret of the success of King’s Ely in recent 
years. The greatest joy of my job is that I have responsibility for the whole 
school which means that I see our young people grow and develop; in some 
cases from the age of three to eighteen; from little children finding their 
way into the fine young adults who launch themselves onto the next stage, 
comfortable in their own skins and bursting with confidence and ambition.  
I wish them and King’s Ely a happy and successful future.”

Learning is an adventure thanks to 
action-packed programme of trips
BEING a student in a school like King’s Ely is about so much 
more than passing exams. While we are committed to ensuring 
our students receive the best possible education, there is a 
world of opportunity outside the classroom. From climbing and 
mountaineering to rowing and stage craft, there are activities 
and challenges for every individual.

There are so many activities and practices and rehearsals to fit in, and many 
students feel that there is so much that they want to do that they revert to 
boarding to add a few more hours to their day! Throughout the year we offer 
theatre trips, history trips, choir tours, rugby tours, ski trips, Ely Scheme 
expeditions, visits to Cambridge colleges and more. The list is endless!
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Higher Youth Tour Cambs launches 
with fun-filled workshops at King’s Ely

Professor Lord Robert Winston hosts annual Osmond Lecture

alt-J star and Old Elean Gus speaks at James Bowman Lecture

MANCHESTER based indie pop band 
BrightLine visited King’s Ely to launch 
the eagerly-anticipated Higher Youth 
Tour Cambs.

The event saw the band delivering workshops 
to students in Years 7 to 13 based on self-esteem 
from a Christian perspective.

The Higher Tour, which supports the work of 
the Message Trust, aims to raise a generation of 
culture-shifting disciples. Over the coming years, 
the initiative will be touring around the country 
delivering lessons in schools and sharing the  
good news about Jesus through concerts and 
large events.

BrightLine have been visiting schools all across 
the UK and beyond for the last few years, 
delivering lessons, assemblies and workshops 
to young people of all ages as well as gigging 
throughout the UK and Europe. 

The workshops at King’s Ely were sponsored by 
the Diocese of Ely, Scripture Union, Youth for 
Christ and supported by local Ely Churches.

KING’S Ely was delighted to welcome 
British professor and television presenter, 
Professor Lord Robert Winston, into 
school to talk to excited students and staff.

Lord Winston hosted the school’s Osmond Lecture, 
an annual event established and endowed by the 
Old Eleans’ Club to commemorate the career of 
Leonard Osmond, who was a Science teacher at 
King’s Ely from 1930 to 1972.

Lord Winston, who is a British professor, medical 
doctor, scientist, television presenter and Labour 
Peer, spoke to students, staff, families and friends of 
King’s Ely about ‘Why Bother with Science?’

The riveting lecture was the perfect way to conclude 
King’s Ely’s Science Week celebrations, which 
involved some of the school’s youngest pupils in 
King’s Ely Acremont right the way to students in the 
Sixth Form.

GUS Unger-Hamilton – Old Elean and 
member of hit band alt-J – returned to 
King’s Ely to speak at the annual James 
Bowman Lecture.

Gus is keyboardist in the critically-acclaimed 
British indie rock band, alt-J. The band was 
formed in 2007 whilst Gus was reading English 
at the University of Leeds. Gus started his singing 
career at King’s Ely when he joined the school as 
an Ely Cathedral boy chorister.

The band’s debut album, An Awesome Wave, was 
released in 2012 and won the British Mercury 
Prize that year. Their second album, This Is All 
Yours, was released two years later and went 
straight to UK number one. In 2017, the band, 
currently playing as a trio, released their third 
studio album, Relaxer.

Gus was guest speaker at the school’s James 

Bowman Lecture, where he inspired Senior 
students, staff, Old Eleans and guests by talking 
about his time at King’s Ely, and his life and 
career so far.

The James Bowman Lecture was established by 
King’s Ely five years ago to promote the creative 
and liberal arts at the school, and is generously 
supported by the Old Eleans’ Club. James 
Bowman, CBE, is a world-renowned counter-
tenor, whose career spans opera, oratorio and solo 
recitals. He was educated at King’s Ely between 
1951 and 1960, singing as a boy chorister at 
Ely Cathedral, before going on to study at New 
College, Oxford, where he was a member of New 
College and Christ Church choirs.

Newly announced Heads of School  
go on to win Hoop Trundle 2019!
IT was certainly an afternoon to remember for Solomon Boon 
and Charlotte Wilkinson, who were formally announced as being 
King’s Ely’s new Heads of School for 2019/20 before then going 
on to win the school’s annual Hoop Trundle.

Crowds of students, staff, families, dignitaries and friends of King’s Ely 
gathered around the East Lawn of Ely Cathedral for the trundle, which 
took place after Prizegiving in May. The trundle is one of King’s Ely’s most 
historic and fiercely-contested events, and sees the school’s King’s and 
Queen’s Scholars, dressed in their distinctive scarlet red gowns, racing each 
other while bowling traditional wooden hoops.

Each year, up to twelve students in Year 12 become King’s Scholars (boys) 
or Queen’s Scholars (girls) on the basis of academic excellence. They 
become members of the Cathedral Foundation, strengthening the special 
link between King’s Ely and the cathedral, and they also qualify for other 
privileges throughout the academic year.

The King’s and Queen’s Scholars are all great friends but their competitive 
side was most certainly on display for the Hoop Trundle, which 
commemorates the re-founding of the school by King Henry VIII in 1541. 
Having dissolved Ely monastery, which had educated children for centuries, 
he gave the school its first Royal Charter and inaugurated the first 12 King’s 
Scholars.

One of the privileges he allowed them was to play games, including the 
bowling of hoops, in the cathedral precincts. In 1970, the school admitted 
girls for the first time in its 1,000 year history, and three years later the 
King’s Scholars were joined by Queen’s Scholars at the request of Queen 
Elizabeth II during her visit to the school in 1973.
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Young historians compile their own journal
HISTORY students from King’s Ely Senior 
compiled and edited their very own 
journal this summer.

The Student History Journal contains some of the 
best essays that the Senior History Department’s 
students have written over the last two years.

The journals were sold within the school 
community for £3 each and raised more than £300 
for Alzheimer’s Research UK!

Head of History at King’s Ely Senior, Colin 
Currie, said: “The essays are incredibly diverse; 
their time period, for instance, ranges from the 

eleventh century to the mid-twentieth century, 
and the themes covered include the nature of 
the Crusades, memorialisation of Spanish Civil 
War, the standardisation of the French language, 
representations of medieval history in Dr Who, and 
more. Each essay was boiled down to 3,000 words 
and follows the same house style and format.

“The students chose to donate the money raised 
through the sale of the journals to Alzheimer’s 
Research UK to support the life-changing work 
that the charity is doing in helping so many people 
across the country.

“I am incredibly proud of them and their work – I 

think it is the most interesting collection of essays 
that we have had since I have been here, and I am 
glad to be able to share it with so many people 
from across the school community.”

Students compete at UK Maths Team Challenge National Finals
KING’S Ely Junior pupils, John Lau and 
James MacGillivray, and King’s Ely Senior 
students, Elliot Bord and Ben Collier, 
travelled to London in June to compete  
in the UK Maths Team Challenge  
National Finals.

They were competing after they came second in 
the Regional Finals of the contest back in March. 
The National Finals took place at Lindley Hall, 
London and saw 88 teams battling it out.

Head of Mathematics at King’s Ely Senior, 
Audrienne Bezzina, said: “The day involved five 
rounds: creating a poster about compass and 
straightedge constructions; a shuttle round, which 
involved the team being split into two pairs and 

answering four questions where the answer to 
each subsequent question was dependent on the 
previous answer; a cross number round, similar 
to crosswords with numbers; a group round, in 
which the team worked together to solve eight 
mathematical problems; and a relay round, which 
involved running back and forth to get the next 

question – a race against the clock!

“The team had a fantastic day, coming 37th overall. 
We were very pleased with this result as this places 
King’s Ely in the top 2% nationally of the overall 
participating 1,732 schools.”

Mathematicians represent UK in international competition
KING’S Ely represented the UK in the 
prestigious International Mathematics 
Without Borders Tournament.

Ten students from Years 8 to 11 competed in the 
first round of the competition in October. The 
second round took place in January, the third 
round in March and the final round in June –  
in Bulgaria!

Each round consists of 20 open-ended and 
challenging mathematical questions, which 
have to be answered in one hour. The top 5% of 
students internationally receive a Gold medal.

The students who represented King’s Ely were: 
John Lau, James MacGillivray, Elliot Bord, 

Ben Collier, Ayala Gate, Sam Barber, Eleanor 
MacGillivray, Benedict George, David Harris and 
Thomas Kim.

Head of Mathematics at King’s Ely Senior, 
Audrienne Bezzina, said: “The International 
Mathematics Without Borders Tournament has 
been running for six years now and I am over the 
moon that King’s Ely got to represent the UK in 
the competition. It was a fantastic opportunity for 
some of our mathematicians to compete against 
mathematicians from countries around the world.”

Mr Parkinson becomes one of UK’s first UN 
accredited ‘Climate Change Teachers’

International award for Mr Everest!

School kitchens awarded Food Hygiene Rating of 5

ALAN Parkinson, Head of Geography 
at King’s Ely Junior, is one of the first 
teachers in the UK to become a United 
Nations accredited ‘Climate Change 
Teacher’.

It means Mr Parkinson can now deliver up to date 
climate change lessons to all of his pupils, and he 
will get to share best practice with all teaching 
staff, so that they too can take part in the UN 
Climate Change Teacher Academy, an innovative 
new programme being trialled in UK schools.

Mr Parkinson’s accreditation also means King’s 
Ely is now on the world’s First Interactive Map 
of UN Climate Change Teachers – launched as 
part of the Lord Mayor’s London Climate Action 
Week to highlight the need for a Climate Change 

Teacher in every school in the UK.

Mr Parkinson, who has been teaching at King’s 
Ely for six years, said: “Since I started teaching in 
1988, climate change has always been taught in 
Geography, and my understanding of the wider 
connections with other natural systems has grown 
over the years. 

“Current discussions have moved from the extent 
of human involvement in the process, to the need 
for urgent action as feedback starts to threaten 
a rapid change in key areas such as the Arctic. 
Climate records are being shattered almost 
monthly, and students need to be aware of their 
own part in the causes, and the solutions. Young 
people like Greta Thunberg have recognised the 
risk and started to galvanise public opinion.”

“At King’s Ely, the Geography we teach has always 
been contemporary and used the latest research 
and thinking. I’m delighted to have the chance 
to expand on this work in such an important 
area. Part of that is some current work with the 
South Georgia Heritage Trust, writing education 
materials based on their vital work exploring the 
impacts of climate change on ecosystems.”

Earlier this year, Mr Parkinson was also 
selected as the next Junior Vice President of the 
Geographical Association. He will be only the 
third person in 126 years since the association’s 
launch to be a Geography teacher, rather than 
from an academic or exploration background, 
when he takes office in September this year. 
In 2020, he will be Vice President and then 
President for 2021-22.

DAN Everest, Head of Computing and 
Digital Innovation at King’s Ely Junior, 
has won an award in recognition of his 
passion for promoting internet and digital 
safety among pupils, parents and staff.

Mr Everest won a ‘Digital Leaders Star 
Teacher Award’ from Childnet International, 
an organisation which works in partnership 
with others around the world to help make the 
internet a safer place for children.

He was presented with the award at the Childnet 
Digital Leaders East of England Regional Event, 
which was hosted by King’s Ely in March. The 
main activity for the day was ‘Piranha Pitch’ –  

a Dragon’s Den style workshop where Digital 
Leaders worked in groups with pupils from other 
schools from across the East of England to plan a 
digital safety activity targeted at parents.

Danielle Antha, Project Manager at Childnet 
International, said: “The Digital Leaders Star 
Teacher Award is not something we have ever 
done before, but we thought Dan warranted 
it! He has shown continued enthusiasm and 
engagement in the Childnet Digital Leaders 
Programme since King’s Ely’s first year of 
subscription and his passion for the subject 
is evident. Dan shows true care and pride 
for his students, and we wanted to show our 
appreciation for all he is doing in this area – 

he’s a great example of some of the fantastic 
teachers we have running the programme in their 
respective schools.”

ALL three of King’s Ely’s kitchens – the 
Monastic Barn, the Old Palace Refectory 
and the kitchen at King’s Ely Acremont 
– have been awarded the Food Standards 
Agency Food Hygiene Rating of 5, which 
is the highest.

This would not be possible without the hard work 
and dedication of our wonderful catering teams.

Congratulations all!
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Students pay their respects at Holocaust Memorial Service

Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion Service 

King’s Ely community remembers the fallen

PUPILS and staff from King’s Ely Junior and King’s Ely Senior 
came together at Ely Cathedral to mark National Holocaust 
Memorial Day.

The theme of the moving Service of Remembrance was ‘Torn from Home’. 
The service was held to commemorate the liberation of Auschwitz Birkenau; 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda and 40 years since 
the ending of the Genocide in Cambodia.

Prior to the service, all students in Years 7 to 13 were encouraged to read 
and reflect on the life of Sokphal Din, who was forced out of his home by 
the Khmer Rouge in April 1975, aged just 17. Sokphal endured hard labour 
in the Killing Fields and eventually survived the Genocide in Cambodia by 
escaping to Thai refugee camps where he lived for seven years.

A short poem written by Karen Gershon, entitled ‘I was not there’,  
was read out at the service. Karen was rescued as a child on the 
Kindertransport. Students were invited to light candles in memory  
of those who lost their lives.

KING’S Ely’s annual Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion Service was held at Ely Cathedral in March.

A total of fourteen young people were involved in the service, which was 
led by the Bishop of Ely, Stephen Conway. The service was followed by 
refreshments in the school’s Old Palace.

Thank you to everyone who supported the event and congratulations to 
those students who made a step further in their journey of faith.

STUDENTS, staff, families, Old Eleans and friends of King’s Ely 
came together in Ely Cathedral to commemorate the centenary 
of the end of the First World War.

Hundreds of people gathered inside the cathedral for the school’s Act of 
Remembrance – a moving service of silence, hymns, prayers and readings. 
The Chapel Choir sang the Anthem at the service, in which the school 
remembered 99 Old Eleans (former King’s Ely students) and former 
choristers who died in 20th Century conflicts. 

The Heads of  Wilkinson, Osmond, School and Hereward Houses also read out 
short biographies of four Old Eleans, William Beaumont Burns (1898-1901), 

Arthur Elsdale Boultbee (1897-1917), Roland George Ingle (1886-1916) and 
Harold Alfred Ivatt (1893-1918), whose surnames originally took the names 
of the four Houses within King’s Ely Senior. Each Head of House received a 
framed photograph to display in their House as a reminder of their time at 
King’s Ely and the sacrifices they made for their country. Four chairs with 
old school scarves represented each Old Elean. King’s Ely was also awarded a 
bursary from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund towards some Tommy figures 
which were displayed throughout the seating in the cathedral. 

As ever, one of the most touching moments of the service was when poppies 
fell from the cathedral’s Octagon during the two minute silence. After the 
service, Heads of Houses across the whole of King’s Ely were joined by 
senior management, governors and guests to lay wreaths and poppy crosses 
at the school’s War Memorial.

In the afternoon, senior citizens were invited to an Afternoon Tea Party at the 
Old Palace as part of the school’s centenary commemorations. It was wonderful 
to welcome so many people along to enjoy refreshments prepared by the school’s 
catering team and King’s Ely Junior and Senior students loved chatting with those 
in attendance. King’s Ely’s Clerk of Works, Fred Duffield and his son, Owen, 
provided two wartime vehicles that they have lovingly restored.

Osfest and Colour Run swell charities’ 
coffers by over £2,000
FUN and frolics – with a large splattering of powder paint – 
raised more than £2,000 for King’s Ely’s two school charities.

Hundreds of students, staff, families and friends of King’s Ely came together 
on New Field for Osfest – an annual summer fete style fundraising event 
organised by the boys in Osmond House and their Housemaster, Paul Lott.

Each Osmond House student, also known as ‘Osmen’, is tasked with 
running a stall or activity at the extravaganza and as ever, there were a 
whole host of attractions on offer including bouncy castles, tug-of-war 
competitions, a coconut shy, sports challenges, ‘sponge the teacher’, face 
painting, music, raffles and food galore.

The weather may not have been as kind as in previous years, but Osfest 2019 
raised a record-breaking £1,900, which is being split equally between King’s 
Ely’s two charities – Cancer Research UK and the Wildlife Conservation Trust.

This year, for the first ever time, Osfest was followed by something quite 
spectacular – the Ely Colour Run! More than 200 people put their best foot 
forward in the inaugural event, which was organised by the girls in Torfrida 
House and their Housemistress, Caroline Skeels. 

Pupils from Year 1 right the way through to Year 13 took part, as did parents, 
grandparents, teachers, members of the Senior Leadership Team, and 
friends of the school. The Colour Run was not only a huge amount of fun 
and extremely messy, but it also raised a further £600 for Cancer Research 
UK and the Wildlife Conservation Trust. Plans for Ely Colour Run 2020 are 
already underway!
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Partnership brings exciting Innovation  
Day to King’s Ely

Little Thetford 
Primary pupils enjoy 
STEM workshop at 
King’s Ely

Sixth Form scientists share their knowledge 
with Isle of Ely Primary School pupils

KING’S Ely was delighted to welcome students from St Bede’s Inter-Church School and 
Littleport and East Cambridgeshire Academy along to a special Innovation Day.

The event involved more than 60 Key Stage 3 students from all three schools, who enjoyed an engaging 
and entertaining workshop where they competed to produce ideas for a new Smart Home product. 
They presented their final creations to a panel of judges made up of Principal of King’s Ely at the time, 
Sue Freestone; Andrew Moss, who is a King’s Ely parent and Managing Director of Horizon Retail 
Marketing Solutions; and Alastair Ray, Head of Year 7 and Design and Technology Co-ordinator at 
King’s Ely Junior.

The Innovation Day was delivered by Lucy Etchegoyen and Veera Bukshi, both Technology Consultants 
at global firm, Accenture UK. Lucy and Veera chose to take a volunteering day to take the students 
through a number of design thinking activities. Andrew co-facilitated the day, educating the students on 
Smart Home devices and how to design a brand and packaging to advertise their products. 

The event was organised under the umbrella of the Cambridgeshire Educational Partnership, of which 
King’s Ely, St Bede’s and Littleport and East Cambs Academy are all members.

PUPILS from Little Thetford Primary 
School visited the King’s Ely Design and 
Technology Block for an exciting STEM 
workshop.

Head of  Year 7 and Design and Technology Co-
ordinator at King’s Ely Junior, Alastair Ray, led 
the workshop and showed the students how to 
create their own mood lights.

It was wonderful to welcome the children and 
the school’s Head, Jonny Wallace, along for 
the workshop as part of our School Outreach 
programme.

PUPILS at Isle of Ely Primary School 
enjoyed a Science lesson with a twist led 
by four of our A Level Biology students.

King’s Ely Sixth Form students Lachlan Cook, 
Jing Cen, Anna Chaudhry and Charlotte 
Hamilton-Bing visited the school with Teacher 
of Biology at King’s Ely Senior, Alison Stewart, 
and Science Technician, Caroline Marshall, under 
the umbrella of the Cambridgeshire Educational 
Partnership, of which both King’s Ely and the Isle 
of Ely are member schools.

Armed with an almost life-size model with 
removable organs, an elephant molar, a sheep skull 
and all kinds of messy chemicals, the students 
led children in Years 3 and 4 through the story of 
ingestion, digestion and egestion (releasing waste).

New Cambridgeshire Educational 
Partnership is officially launched

A NEW partnership has been launched to bring together school 
headteachers, education professionals and young people from 
across Cambridgeshire.

The county’s Service Director for Education, Jonathan Lewis, former 
National Chairman of the Independent Schools Association, Deborah Leek-
Bailey OBE, and Tricia Pritchard from the Opportunity Area Partnership 
Board for Fenland and East Cambridgeshire, were among delegates who 
came together at King’s Ely in May to celebrate the official launch of the 
Cambridgeshire Educational Partnership. 

King’s Ely, Ely College and Littleport and East Cambridgeshire Academy 
joined forces to set up the organisation last autumn, but since then 
almost a dozen other local primary and secondary schools, from both the 
independent and state sector, have come on board.

The partnership aims to bring together local schools to work together for 
the mutual benefit of all pupils, and to provide opportunities for students 
from schools within the partnership to gain access to a variety of STEM, 
MFL, Arts, Sport and Enrichment activities.

The partnership aims to create opportunities for collaboration and 

dissemination of good practice within the teaching community, to develop, 
support and retain the best teachers in our schools, and to raise the 
aspirations and accelerate the progress of our young people.

Jonathan Lewis said: “Whilst every school is unique, every school has 
something it can offer another school regardless of its size, status and 
performance. The development of the Cambridgeshire Educational 
Partnership is a unique and exciting opportunity to improve outcomes 
for children and young people in the area through sharing the skills, 
expertise and commitment of our talented staff in schools. Despite a 
challenging financial context, every child deserves access to a diverse 
range of opportunities and knowledge so they can successfully transition to 
adulthood. The partnership will provide a fantastic opportunity to support 
this objective.”

Director of Outreach at King’s Ely, Celia Etchegoyen, said: “The response 
from local schools to our vision of creating an educational partnership in 
Cambridgeshire has been incredible. Eighteen head teachers and senior 
leaders from the primary and secondary education sectors attended the 
launch of the partnership. The enthusiasm and willingness of leaders to work 
collaboratively together to enhance the opportunities for the young people 
of Cambridgeshire bodes well for the future of this new partnership.”
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Pupils and staff victorious at Ely Potato Race!Teaching trio conquers London Marathon

Fantasic four complete Cambridge Town and Gown race

King’s Ely team takes on Waterbeach Running Festival

King’s Ely raises whopping £23,583 for charities in Uganda

KING’S Ely pupils and staff were on top form at the Ely  
Potato Race.

Crowds gathered in Ely High Street in October for the annual extravaganza, 
which is organised by Isle of Ely Produce Ltd to celebrate the region’s potato 
growers and the harvest festival held at Ely Cathedral.

King’s Ely Junior pupils Oliver Partridge and Thomas Craven entered the 
Schools’ Race on the day and won, as did Mrs Petherick and Miss Stewart, 
who entered the Ladies’ Race.

Donations on the day helped to raise more than £2,000 for local charities 
and organisations, plus Mrs Petherick and Miss Stewart won £100 for 
winning their race, which was put towards the school’s charity of the year.

THREE members of teaching staff from King’s Ely took on this 
year’s Virgin Money London Marathon – one of whom even 
smashed an official Guinness World Record.

Alison Stewart, Richard Oliver and Jonathan Hobbs were among tens of 
thousands of people who put their best feet forward in the 26.2 mile race in 
the capital in April.

Alison, who is Year 12 Academic Coordinator and Teacher of Biology at 
King’s Ely Senior, took part in the marathon for the third time, not only 
to raise funds for East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices (EACH) but also to try 
to smash the Guinness World Record for the ‘fastest female marathon time 
dressed as a fairytale character’. 

Dressed as Snow White, Alison crossed the finish line in 3 hours 29 minutes 58 
seconds, which saw her claim the official Guinness World Record. The previous 
record was 4 hours 24 minutes. Alison also raised £1,000 for EACH. 

Richard Oliver, Housemaster of Queen Emma and Head of Science at King’s 
Ely Junior, finished the route in 3 hours 54 minutes 9 seconds. He raised 
more than £3,700 for the Uganda Society for Disabled Children, a charity 
that his late father helped to set up. It was Richard’s first road marathon.

Jonathan Hobbs, Head of Key Stage 3 Mathematics at King’s Ely Junior, 
crossed the finish line in 3 hours 57 minutes and 40 seconds. He raised more 
than £2,000 for the children’s charity, the NSPCC. It was Jonathan’s first 
London Marathon but sixteenth marathon!

JONATHAN Shaw, Head of King’s Ely 
Senior, and his son, William, took part in 
the Cambridge Town and Gown race in 
October.

Alison Stewart, Year 12 Academic Coordinator 
and Teacher of Biology at King’s Ely Senior, and 
Richard Oliver, Housemaster of Queen Emma 
and Head of Science at King’s Ely Junior, took 
part on the day too.

All three staff members completed the 10k race 
in very respectable times, and William completed 
the 3k race.

Well done all!

KING’S Ely Senior students George 
Collier and Eleanor MacGillivray joined 
Head of History, Colin Currie, and Year 
12 Academic Coordinator and Teacher 
of Biology, Alison Stewart, to run the 
Waterbeach Running Festival 10K in May.

Eleanor and George were the winners of the junior 
age category as they were the only ones brave 
enough to run the full distance. George also came 
34th out of 200 runners, all of whom were adults.

Well done team!

THE King’s Ely community has raised more than £23,000 for two 
charities which support poverty-stricken families in East Africa.

During the academic year 2017/18, students, staff, families and friends of 
King’s Ely took on a whole host of fundraising initiatives in aid of the Uganda 
Marathon charity and the Friends of Mengo Hospital charity.

The biggest challenge by far was when Richard Oliver, Alison Stewart, Amanda 
Kippax and Claire Kyndt, who are all members of teaching staff at King’s 
Ely Junior and King’s Ely Senior, signed up for the Uganda Marathon itself. 
The gruelling challenge saw the team, including Richard’s wife Niki, joining 
thousands of people from around the world to take on the 26.2 mile course 
through beautiful yet remote, hard-baked tracks in the equatorial heat. 

In the week leading up to the race, the intrepid King’s Ely team also took part 
in a variety of local voluntary based projects in Uganda, including a school 
sports day to support the UN’s Global Goal initiative. Despite huge progress 
towards the Millennium Development Goals, Uganda has suffered hugely from 
conflict. Around 6.7 million Ugandans still live in poverty and a further 14.7 
million are vulnerable. Access to health and education remains inconsistent 
with life expectancy at 54 years.

Andy Miller, a representative of the Uganda Marathon charity, visited King’s 
Ely to receive the fruits of the school’s fundraising efforts – a cheque for an 
astounding £23,583. The money is being split equally between the Uganda 
Marathon charity and the Friends of Mengo Hospital charity, which both work 
tirelessly to help reduce poverty in the Eastern African country.
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Sixth Formers and Old Eleans raise over 
£1,000 through charity head shave

Students filmed for new series of BBC One Wales’ 
‘Weatherman Walking’

Children get a glimpse of what life is like as 
a cathedral chorister!

KING’S Ely Sixth Form students Alexander Warburton and  
Tom Henderson, and Old Eleans Freddie Warburton and  
David Fellows, had all of their hair shaved off for charity  
in December.

The boys raised more than £1,500 for Cancer Research UK – a charity  
very close to their hearts.

Thank you very much to Milan Barber’s in Ely for carrying out the head 
shaves for free!

A GROUP of King’s Ely students met and were filmed with BBC 
Weather’s Derek Brockway in July.

Derek was walking from Harleck to Barmouth for his new series of BBC 
One Wales’ ‘Weatherman Walking’. The Wales Coast Path goes right through 
the CMC Adventure Centre at Pensarn Harbour in North Wales, where a 
group of Junior and Senior students were enjoying a whole host of outdoor 
activities.

Derek joined the students just as they were learning how to make and sail a 
raft and the two-camera BBC crew filmed their efforts in the pouring rain.

The programme will be shown on BBC One Wales early next year (2020) 
and will then been available on BBC iPlayer.

PUPILS with a love of music and singing were given the chance 
to join the world famous Ely Cathedral Choir - and this year, 
for the first time ever, auditions for both girl and boy chorister 
places were held on the same day.

Being a chorister at Ely Cathedral and King’s Ely is something very special: 
singing Evensong in the Cathedral, sharing life with the other choristers, 
being part of a happy, talented group of boys and girls – it’s an experience 
that will stay with them throughout their lives. For many, it will also mark 
the beginning of a successful and fulfilling musical career.

The choristers sing daily in the magnificent surroundings of the Cathedral, 
and all are educated at King’s Ely, receiving a scholarship which pays a 
generous proportion of their fees. Boys join the Cathedral Choir in Years 3  
to 5. Girls join in Years 7 to 9.

Legacy of legendary Great London 
Plane Tree to live on thanks to King’s Ely 
and Barcham Trees

IT’S more than 300 years old, has been hailed one of the finest 
in Britain and is so significant that it even has its own place in 
national heritage.

And now, thanks to an exciting partnership between King’s Ely and Barcham 
Trees, the largest tree nursery of its type in Europe, the legacy of the Great 
London Plane Tree of Ely looks set to live on for hundreds, if not thousands, 
more years.

Tree enthusiasts from across the globe visit King’s Ely, sometimes on a weekly 
basis, to get up close to the stunning Plane Tree in the gardens of the Old Palace, 
which is home to the school’s Sixth Form Centre. Following the ravages of the 
Civil War, restoration projects in Cambridgeshire included the Bishop’s Palace, 
and it was following the Palace’s refurbishment in 1674 that the tree was gifted 
to and planted by the Bishop of Ely at the time, Peter Gunning.

In June 2002 and in celebration of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee, the Tree 
Council designated the Great London Plane Tree of Ely as one of the ‘Top 50 
British Trees’ and it even has its place in national heritage. In 2012, King’s 
Ely took over custody of the tree and it is thanks to the expertise and care 
of the school’s Grounds Team, with support from Barcham Trees, based 
just south of Ely, that the magnificent specimen continues to flourish as the 
largest and oldest living example of the London Plane Tree in the UK.

In 2013, King’s Ely launched a project with Barcham Trees to take cuttings 
from the Plane Tree and to nurture and grow them on as a direct strain of 
the original UK trees. With the support of East Cambridgeshire District 
Council’s trees officer, Cathy White, the first cuttings were taken in 2014 by 
Craig Norman, who was working for Barcham Trees at the time but is now a 
member of the King’s Ely Grounds Team.

To everyone’s relief, the cuttings took hold and the young Plane Trees started 
to grow under the watchful eye of arborists at Barcham Trees. In October, 
one of those young Plane Trees was planted in the Old Palace Gardens – not 
far from its ‘parent’- and in December, during National Tree Week, two 
of the young Plane Trees were delivered to London’s Kew Gardens and 
Norfolk’s Sandringham Estate. The young trees will be named and recorded 
as the Ely Plane, with origin directed back to the original tree.

Grounds and Gardens Manager at King’s Ely, Will Temple, said: “When 
King’s Ely first took over the Old Palace, becoming custodian of a tree of 
this magnitude and historical importance was somewhat daunting. Since then 
however, it has become an integral part of my working life and something 
which I truly care for - a tree of which has to be the most stunning London 
Plane tree still growing today which never fails to leave people in awe. We’re 
now making our own history with the tree, working to preserve it in many 
ways, and seeing it continue to grow through the seasons is such a privilege. So 
when the project was hatched with Barcham Trees, it seemed only fitting that 
a tree of this importance would be able to live on well beyond our years and 
for generations to come, with its legacy now planted not only beside it, but in 
other beautiful gardens and soon to be arboretums for people to enjoy.”

Sales Executive and Planting Consultant at Barcham Trees, David Johnson, 
said: “You cannot fail to be impressed by the sheer scale of this tree, and 
Barcham Trees are delighted to be working alongside King’s Ely and Cathy 
White at the district council in the successful propagation of cuttings for 
this historically important London Plane Tree. Further planting of the young 
trees will take place at Barcham’s planned arboretum and visitors’ centre, 
and it is hoped that stock of the young trees will be available to purchase in 
the near future.”
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Goldie finally receives her 2008 Olympic 
javelin bronze medal

Old Elean v Student Boat Race blessed 
with scorching sunshine

Marc Hawes to become President of Old Eleans’ Club
Old Eleans, staff and students join forces for a weekend 
of Cricket to remember

Old Elean and goalkeeper Nick Pope called up to England squad Old Eleans victorious 
in annual fun-filled 
Netball match

OLD Elean Goldie Sayers says belatedly 
receiving her 2008 Olympic javelin 
bronze medal in front of a home crowd in 
London was “a long time coming”.

Goldie was awarded the Beijing medal at the 
Anniversary Games in July this year, after Russian 
athlete Mariya Abakumova was stripped of silver 
in 2016 following a reanalysis of a sample which 
tested positive for an anabolic steroid.

Speaking to the BBC at the ceremony, Goldie 
said: “It’s been a long process, I found out driving 
down the M11 on my way to meet my mum for a 

coffee in the Newmarket Waitrose – glamorous! 
It’s been a long time coming. At least I’ve got my 
Beijing tracksuit on.”

Goldie, who retired from the sport in 2017, said 
she felt she had had the “greatest moment of her 
life stolen” when Abakumova’s failed test was 
revealed. A subsequent appeal by the Russian was 
dismissed by the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
in 2018.

Goldie said: “It’s quite overwhelming. I have had 
the benefit of a lot of time to reflect, and I guess 
the emotions have changed. I can look back on a 

career and think ‘I was pretty good at lobbing that 
spear around’. I really feel just a complete sense 
of gratitude for the career I’ve had, the people 
I’ve met during that career and all the things I’ve 
learnt along the way.”

A MEMORABLE day was had by all at the annual Old Elean v 
King’s Ely Student Boat Race in June.

The weather was glorious and the support from everyone on the day was superb!

The races were very well contested and resulted in the students winning 
2-1. They were followed by refreshments at the Babylon Gallery, where 
Mark Wilkinson, President of the Old Eleans’ Club, was congratulated and 
thanked for his 50 year connection with King’s Ely.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making the event such a success, 
including the organisers, those who raced and those who supported.

MARC Hawes, pictured here with his 
son, Felix, has been elected to become 
President of the Old Eleans’ Club in 

October (2019), taking over from Mark 
Wilkinson.

Marc, who was a pupil at King’s Ely from 
Reception right the way through to Year 13 
(1971-1985), has been part of the Old Eleans’ 
Club Committee since 2011.

Marc started working at King’s Ely in 1997 as 
Head of Computing and as a Tutor in Osmond 
House. He has been Assistant Housemaster of 
Osmond House since 2015 and is Director of 
ICT Systems and Head of ICT and Computing at 
King’s Ely Senior.

Marc’s two children, Felix and Tessa, have both 
been students at King’s Ely since joining King’s 
Ely Acremont in Reception.

Felix, who was Head of School, a King’s Scholar 
and Head of Osmond House, completed his Sixth 
Form studies here this summer and is off to the 
University of Nottingham to study Politics.

Tessa is now in Year 12 and is studying History, 
English literature, Psychology and Philosophy.

CRICKETERS of all ages came together for two sun-blessed 
fixtures held as part of King’s Ely’s inaugural Summer Sporting 
Festival in June.

Captain Alex Meddle and his team of King’s Ely staff took on a very young 
and energetic Old Elean side on what was a beautifully warm evening down 
on Campus Field. As ever, the game was played in wonderful spirits and saw 
the staff team beat the Old Eleans by six wickets.

The next day’s game – one of the hottest days of the year – was again played 
in great spirits and saw, for the first time in eight years, the school’s 1st XI 
team beat the Old Eleans by three wickets.Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to making both matches so successful and memorable.

FORMER King’s Ely student and Premier 
League goalkeeper Nick Pope has been 
included in the England squad for the 
Euro 2020 qualifying matches against 
Bulgaria and Kosovo.

It is Nick’s first call-up since being involved in  
the squad that went to the World Cup in Russia 
in 2018.

Nick, who was a student at King’s Ely from 2000 
to 2008, started his career in Ipswich Town’s 
youth team and after being released aged 16, he 
joined Bury Town. He signed for League One 
club Charlton Athletic in May 2011, before 

having loan spells with Harrow Borough, Welling 
United, Cambridge United, Aldershot Town, York 
City and Bury. 

Nick joined Premier League team Burnley in  
July 2016 and he has gone from strength to 
strength since.

Nick’s mum, Bridget, who taught girls’ games at 
King’s Ely for more than 40 years, said: “We are 
all over the moon for Nick and obviously we are 
extremely proud. Nick’s passion for football was 
always very well supported by King’s Ely and I’d 
like to thank everyone here for that.”

KING’S Ely’s annual Old Eleans v current 
school 1st Team Netball Match took place 
in March.

Kim Saxby, Sarah Smith, Davina Harvey, Alison 
Dhrampal, Clare McCarthy, Kirsten Young and 
Emma Ayers made up the Old Eleans side and 
they won 39-22.

As ever, the event was a lovely occasion with lots 
of support from the King’s Ely community!
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Old Elean Beatrice inspires Sixth Form students

Old Eleans take on Mongol Rally 2019

BEATRICE White (Old Elean 2013/14) popped back into school 
in March to take part in our Higher Education and Graduate 
Careers Visiting Speakers programme for Year 12 students.

Beatrice, pictured here with Director of Higher Education and Graduate 
Careers at King’s Ely, Gill Smith, works for Price Waterhouse Coopers and 
she talked to students about opportunities for graduates, both in the UK and 
overseas, as well as about the company’s Higher Apprenticeship Scheme.

Vital to the breadth of our Sixth Form students’ education, enrichment 
helps to place their studies in a wider intellectual landscape. Enrichment 
opportunities in the Sixth Form include talks by visiting speakers, either 
to the whole cohort or to smaller subject-specific academic societies, 
student-led discussion evenings, and visits and trips organised by academic 
departments.

Thank you for coming in Beatrice!

OLD Eleans Ollie Saunders (pictured right), Charlie ‘Chuck’ Tonge 
(pictured left) and Euan Richards, as well as Ollie’s girlfriend, 
Charlotte ‘Charlie’ Ask, are on the adventure of a lifetime!

In July, the intrepid four embarked on the Mongol Rally, covering 10,000 
miles from the UK to Ulan Ude in eastern Russia via Mongolia in a small, 
1.2 litre VW Polo.

Their challenge – No Spoilers Mongol Rally – involves crossing Europe, 
through Turkey to the Caspian Sea and then into the ‘stans and finally, 
Mongolia and Russia. As they traverse two of the world’s continents,  

they are crossing approximately 32 countries, encountering tricky border 
crossings, three mountain ranges, two of the world’s most dangerous roads 
and two deserts.

They are not only ticking a lot of things off their bucket lists but also raising 
as much money as they can for three charities – Cool Earth, Help for Heroes 
and Hearing Dogs for Deaf People.

To sponsor them or to follow their epic journey, go to: www.nospoilersrally.
wordpress.com

King’s Ely and Cambridgeshire Music launch new Ely Area  
Music Centre

CHILDREN with a passion 
for music are being given the 
opportunity to shine thanks 
to an exciting partnership 
between King’s Ely and 
Cambridgeshire Music.

The school and Cambridgeshire 
Music – the county’s music 
education hub – joined forces to 

set up the Ely Area Music Centre, 
which is enabling children and 
young people from across the 
region to experience the fun of 
playing in a string orchestra, wind 
band and full orchestra.

The scheme is being hosted by 
King’s Ely Junior and run by 
Cambridgeshire Music. The centre 

is open every Saturday morning 
during term time, and is open 
to school-age students who have 
reached at least Grade 2 on an 
orchestral instrument, and who can 
read music. 

Cambridgeshire Music 
Development Manager Helen 
Allen, who is leading the centre, 

said: “Many children in the area 
have very limited opportunities 
to play music with others and 
accessing the ensembles that are 
run in Cambridge is often not 
practical. The Area Music Centre 
is all about getting them together 
and developing their ensemble skills 
with the support of experienced, 
professional musicians. By the end 
of the year, they will have grown 
as musicians, made new friends, 
and learned how to play some 
really exciting, challenging music 
together.”

Each weekly session sees students 
working in specialist groups 
focusing on woodwind, string, brass 
or percussion during the first half 
of the morning, before coming 
together to play as a full orchestra 
during the second half. 

Around 40 children flocked to the 
launch of the centre and the sessions 
have been very well attended ever 
since.

Flautists perform at British Suzuki Institute Celebration Concerts
KING’S Ely Junior’s Flute Choir did a wonderful job of 
performing and representing the school at the British Suzuki 
Institute Celebration Concerts in March.

The nine-strong choir were selected to feature in one of the concerts after 
teacher, Liz Hargest, submitted a recording of the students performing 
‘You’ve got to pick a pocket or two’ by writer and composer Lionel Bart.

The British Suzuki Institute is a registered charity set up to advance education 
in Music by the promotion of the methods of education developed over 70 
years ago by founder Dr Shin’ichi Suzuki, with a focus on teacher training and 
the provision of concerts, workshops and special events for members.

The Celebration Concerts were held at London’s Southbank Centre and saw 
musicians aged 5-16 coming together to perform music from Debussy to 
Beethoven, all celebrating 40 years of the British Suzuki Institute.

Hundreds of young musicians applied to perform in the concerts so Liz 
Hargest and the girls certainly have reason to celebrate being selected.

Liz said: “I am so proud of what the girls have achieved. They all work 
incredibly hard to memorise their part and to play their instruments with 
musicality and expression. They really are a team and each individual’s 
motivation inspires the other girls.”
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An Evensong to remember for Junior Chamber Choir Children sing to their heart’s content at King’s Ely Choral Day

Guildhall Saxophonists return to perform to pupils

King’s Barbers enjoy one in a 
lifetime trip to Goa!

Hit band pops into school to share skills with young musicians

KING’S Ely Junior’s Chamber Choir 
were on a high after being given the 
opportunity to sing Evensong at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, London.

The 35-strong choir, made up of boys and girls 
from Years 5 to 8, travelled to the capital for the 
service in June. They sang Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis by Herbert Sumsion and Come Holy 
Ghost by Thomas Attwood, a former organist of 
St Paul’s.

Director of Music Performance at King’s Ely, 
Neil Porter-Thaw, who directed the choir on the 
day, said: “The massive acoustic took a little time 
to get used to but the choir responded well. We 
were greeted very warmly and were taken aback 
by the amount of visitors in the cathedral during 
our rehearsal. Most of them stayed for Evensong 
and both the choir and the nave were packed. The 
choir sang beautifully and it was a really amazing 
experience for us all.”

MORE than 200 children had their voices well and truly heard at 
King’s Ely’s Choral Day.

The annual event saw pupils from eight different local preparatory and primary 
schools coming together to sing at King’s Ely and Ely Cathedral. Activities for 
the day were led by renowned conductor, Rachel Staunton, and organised by 
Director of Music Performance at King’s Ely, Neil Porter-Thaw.

The programme included warm ups and rehearsals in King’s Ely’s Hayward 
Theatre, tours of Ely Cathedral, rehearsals in the cathedral Nave and a 
performance by the Ely Cathedral Girl Choristers, all of whom are pupils at 
King’s Ely.

The highlight of the day was when all pupils came together in the cathedral to 
perform to their parents, families, teachers and friends. 

Around 3,000 children have participated in King’s Ely’s Choral Day since it 
was launched in 2008. Over the years, the event has been led by Bob Chilcott, 
Alexander L’Estrange, Ben Parry, Joanna Forbes L’Estrange, Dominic Peckham, 
Esther Jones and Greg Hallam.

KING’S Ely was delighted to welcome Saxophonists from the 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama back to school in March.

The wonderful ensemble, which includes Old Elean Saskia Porter-Thaw, 
were visiting Ely Cathedral for a concert in the afternoon, but were able 
to squeeze in a visit to King’s Ely Junior beforehand to perform to excited 
pupils and staff!

KING’S Ely’s award-winning 
boys’ a cappella group – the 
King’s Barbers – had their voices 
heard in the south-western 
Indian state of Goa in February.

Music lovers from across the globe 
attend the Ketevan World Sacred 
Music Festival at Unesco Heritage 
City in Old Goa. And among the line-
up of international soloists, ensembles 
and choirs at the five-day festival was 
the King’s Barbers, who are all former 
cathedral or college choir choristers.

The Barbers not only starred in the 
festival but they also performed at 
local schools and a children’s hostel 
during their time there.

Founder and director of the King’s 
Barbers, Peter North, said: “My aim 
in taking the Barbers to India was to 
do something and to go somewhere 
which would change our lives. 
Before we went, many people said 

they were envious of us - ‘all that 
sun and those palm fringed beaches.’ 
I knew however that this was not 
going to be the case for us as a large 
part of the trip was to sing in a 
multi-religious music festival and 
to do some outreach work in Goa. 
No doubt we would have some free 
time, but I wasn’t sure how much. 
In the end however, it turned out 
to be much different to a Gap Year 
stopover. The trip was an amazing 
opportunity for the boys to meet 
musicians from other cultures, to 
sing with them and to immerse 
themselves in the Indian way of life.”

In 2018, the boys won the National 
Youth a Cappella Competition, held at 
the University of Birmingham.

THE Tailormade – who were crowned the ‘Best Buskers in 
London’ by Mayor Boris Johnson – visited King’s Ely in May.

The band worked with Year 9 students who are studying GCSE Music next 
year, Year 10 GCSE Music students and Year 12 A Level Music students. The 
focus of the day was song-writing and they explored the various different levels 
to writing a great song; themes, lyrics, structure, melody and harmony.

Students split up into three groups and worked together to create a 
song from scratch. The end result was really special and culminated in a 
performance off all the songs!

The Tailormade are an energetic, straight talking mix of three young singer/
songwriters. Their friendship formed first then their passion for Music led to 
them towards creating a new vibrant British sound.

The lads have supported the likes of Blue, Rebecca Ferguson, CeeLo Green, 
Lemar, Will Young and Busted… performing to over 20,000 people at Pride 
in London’s Trafalgar Square, as well as being invited to perform at The Brit 
Awards last year.

They recently released their debut EP “Thoughts, Fears and Beers” at 
London’s O2 Academy. Their debut EP charted at No.5 in the Itunes charts 
and they recently sold out the O2 Islington Academy 2.
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Entertainment aplenty at annual Senior 
House Music Competition!

Haul of Distinctions for talented King’s Ely musicians

Feast of talent on display at Principal’s Charity Concert

Superb Trinity Exam results for Acremont, Junior and Senior pupils

Talents and courage shine in popular Senior Music Festival

WHAT a great energy there was at the King’s Ely Senior House Music Competition!

Hereward won the Laird Cup for House Unison Song with their performance of the hit Backstreet Boys 
song, ‘I want it that way’.

Withburga won the Walsingham Cup for House Ensemble with their performance of ‘Hallelujah’, 
School won the Amherst Cup on overall points with their performances of ‘Our House’ for Unison and 
‘Blame it on the Boogie’ for Ensemble.

KING’S Ely Junior and Senior students are celebrating achieving 
some impressive Music exam grades.

Twenty-four of our young musicians sat Trinity College London music  
exams in May, twelve of whom achieved Distinctions and six of whom 
secured Merits.

At King’s Ely Junior, 
Distinctions were achieved 
by Hetty Guyer for Grade 
3 singing, Alexander Clode 
for Grade 3 cello, Elizabeth 
Raynes for Grade 5 singing, 
Maxime Prince for Grade 5 
cello, Anna Ost for Grade 
7 cello and Lily McCallum 
(pictured) for Grade 8 cello.

At King’s Ely Senior, 
Distinctions were achieved 
by Jessica Harding for Grade 
6 singing, Elizabeth Thomson 
for Grade 6 singing, Emily 
Anne Williams for Grade 8 
singing and John Paul Gilby 
for Grade 8 singing.

Many King’s Ely students also sat Association Board of the Royal Schools 
of Music (ABRSM) exams in the spring. King’s Ely Senior students James 
Wilkinson and Thomas Scott both achieved Distinctions; James for Grade 8 
trombone and Thomas for ARSM diploma on piano.

Other pupils who gained distinctions were Boris Choi for Grade 4 
trombone, Freddie Hills for Grade 5 guitar, Oscar Hills for Grade 5 
trumpet, Olivia Jenkins for Grade 5 piano, Alice Fisher for Grade 7 singing, 
Isaac Fordham for Grade 7 Saxophone and Charlotte Ellis for Grade 7 flute.

Ten King’s Ely Junior pupils secured ABRSM Distinctions – Alexander 
Avogadri for Grade 1 guitar, Oliver Partridge for Grade 1 cello, Alastair 
Wright for Grade 1 cello, Quentin Mitchell for Grade 2 saxophone, Anna 
Ost for Grade 3 piano, Robert Reed for Grade 4 trumpet, Lizzie Kim for 
Grade 4 piano, Jason Kim for Grade 5 clarinet, Helen Li for Grade 5 flute 
and Sophie Hillier for Grade 7 flute. 
Congratulations everyone!

KING’S Ely was delighted to welcome 
guest pianist Philip Fowke along to 
our Principal’s Charity Concert at Ely 
Cathedral in July.

Philip performed alongside our String Orchestra, 
the King’s Barbers, Ely Cathedral Girls’ Choir, 
King’s Ely Junior’s Chamber Choir, Spikes, the 
Brass Ensemble, the Chapel Choir and the King’s 
Ely Orchestra.

It was certainly an evening to remember – thank 
you to everyone who was able to support the 
concert!

CONGRATULATIONS to all our Acremont, Junior and Senior 
students who sat Trinity Exams in Musical Theatre, Acting and 
Speech and Drama in July.

All students achieved High Merits or Distinctions and a special mention 
must go to Year 13 student Harriet Birchinall who achieved a score of 94 out 
of 100 in her Grade 8 Acting.

King’s Ely Acremont’s Year 2 Speech and Drama Club, pictured, were also 
awarded their Trinity Gold Young Performers Certificate!

Speech and Drama Teacher at King’s Ely, Emily Redfarn, said: 
“Congratulations to all of the students who sat their exams. The standard was 
incredibly high and this was reflected in the excellent results awarded, which 
truly is testament to the hard work of each student throughout the year.”

HUNDREDS of people packed into Ely Cathedral for King’s Ely 
Senior’s eagerly-anticipated Music Festival Finalists’ Concert.

King’s Ely Senior and International students battled it out in a series of 
fiercely-contested heats held in school over a three-week period. As ever, the 
quality and variety of the students’ performances were outstanding, but the 
entries were whittled down to Intermediate Finalists and Senior Finalists, 
all of whom performed in the spine-tingling final in the splendour of the 
cathedral’s south transept.

The final was adjudicated by Professor Mark Wildman, Head of Vocal Studies 
at London’s Royal Academy of Music.

Intermediate Instrumentalist of the Year went to James Wilkinson 
(Trombone), who also won Intermediate Musician of the Year. Emmanuelle 
Yembe was crowned Senior Vocalist of the Year for the second year running. 

Elizabeth Thomson won Intermediate Vocalist and the Senior Instrumentalist 
trophy went to Lisa Lyu (Piano).
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Standing ovations for vibrant Junior 
production of Fame

King’s Company celebrates 10th anniversary with sell-out 
production of Jesus Christ Superstar

THERE were hoots of laughter and 
standing ovations when King’s Ely  
Junior thespians staged the toe-tapping 
musical, Fame.

Pupils in Years 5 to 8 starred in the fast-paced 
show, which hundreds of families came together 
to enjoy in the school’s Hayward Theatre in 

March. The sell-out production was directed 
by Laura Dixon, with musical direction by Neil 
Porter-Thaw and choreography by Natasha 
Hobbs.

Fame follows the highs and lows of the final class 
of New York City’s illustrious High School for 
the Performing Arts, from their first year in 1980 
to their graduation in 1984. It tells the story of 
several of the students, depicting their struggles 
with ambition, fame, and self-confidence as the 
young performers explore the realities of striving 
for a career in show-business.

Laura Dixon, Arts Award Coordinator and 
Teacher of Drama at King’s Ely, said: “The hard 
work the cast put in to the gruelling six month 
rehearsal schedule really paid off, with standing 
ovations from the crowds. The performances 

were full of energy and vibrancy that really 
transported the audiences back to the 80’s.”

AROUND 1,500 people witnessed skillful King’s Ely students 
perform a stunning version of 1970 rock opera Jesus Christ 
Superstar.

Hailed as “wonderful” by one reviewer and “impeccable” by another, five 
performances were held in the school’s Hayward Theatre, tickets for which 
sold out within a matter of days.

More than 50 King’s Ely Senior students took part in the production, 
including not just the young actors and actresses but those backstage too in 
sound, lighting, make-up and costume. Everything from the set construction 
to the cross design, and the lighting to the make-up involved current 
students, Old Eleans, staff, former staff or friends of the school.

The production was directed by Nick Huntington, musically directed by 
Peter North and choreographed by Natasha Hobbs, all under the banner of 
the King’s Company, which has been producing a school musical every year 
for the last decade.

The role of Jesus Christ was shared by John-Paul Gilbey and Charlie Watson. 
Mary Magdalene was played by Francesca Bisson and Judas Iscariot was 
played by Alex Layfield.

Drama team earns 5* review  
at Edinburgh Fringe Festival
TALENTED actors and actresses from 
King’s Ely achieved the ultimate accolade 
– a 5* review – at this summer’s Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe with their gritty and 
original production, Ugly Youth.

“A theatrical triumph in every respect” and “an 
energetic piece, undertaken with enthusiasm and 
panache by its talented, young cast”, are among 
sterling comments made by reviewers of the play, 
which starred more than 20 King’s Ely Senior 
students and was written by King’s Ely’s Director 
of Drama and Theatre, Nick Huntington.

But it wasn’t just Nick Huntington and the young 
thespians who made the production a success – 
everything from the choreography to the stage 
management and the set design to the costumes 
was overseen by a member of King’s Company, 
the name of the school’s official drama and 
theatre production company.

Ugly Youth was staged in the school’s Hayward 
Theatre for two evenings at the start of August 
before making its way to Greensides, Infirmary 
Street at the Edinburgh Fringe – hailed the 
world’s largest arts festival – where there were 
performances for four days straight.

Reviewing Ugly Youth for Broadway Baby, 
Richard Beck awarded the show 5*s and wrote: 

“It features over twenty students in a production, 
complete with a live band, which would not be 
lost on a West End stage; in fact that is where 
it really belongs. The students are from years 
nine to twelve, but perform way beyond their 
chronological age. I’m setting aside my own 
dramatic preferences to recognise this as a 
theatrical triumph in every respect, made all 
the more remarkable by the age group that has 
achieved it.”

Ugly Youth is set in 2082 when the population 
over reaches its estimate and peaks at 18 billion. 
The 2099 Birth Act is implemented and parents 
need to apply to have children - selection is 
based on factors such as health, relationship 
status, wealth, race, sexuality and subject to 
severe background and social networking checks. 
Arkin, a reputable fighter, loner and illegal child 
is tracked down by the Ugly Youth faction in an 
attempt to help them revolt against the UN’s 
tyrannical reign.

Nick Huntington, who directed and produced 
the show, first conceived the idea of Ugly Youth 
in 2017 on the train journey back from their 
previous Edinburgh venture. It is the second 
time that King’s Ely has been represented at 
the Edinburgh Fringe as in 2017 an exciting 
partnership between the school and Viva! Youth 
Theatre Group in Soham saw students and 
members of the group staging The Dreaming, 
a show based on Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.

Speaking about the show’s success, Nick said: 
“We knew we had a great show, but we were all 
very surprised and overwhelmed by such amazing 
reviews. The cast and creative team should be 
extremely proud of everything they have achieved 
and we cannot wait to make a return to the 
Fringe in the not too distant future.”
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Pupils’ production of Frankenstein goes down a storm

Adella returns to host quirky 
puppetry workshop

Physical comedy masterclass puts students through their paces

Wonderful turnout for outdoor performance 
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Stanislavski Experience masterclass proves 
popular with students!

TALENTED King’s Ely Junior pupils 
wowed audiences with their electrifying 
production of Frankenstein.

After months of planning and rehearsing, Year 7 
and 8 thespians took to the stage to present an 
adaptation of the Mary Shelley novel that was full 
of shocking twists and turns, and which certainly 
kept audiences on the edge of their seats.

More than 200 people attended the King’s 
Company production, which was held in the 
school’s Hayward Theatre and was directed by 
Teacher of Drama at King’s Ely, Kathryn Sudbury.

Miss Sudbury said: “I am so proud of the cast. 
They approached the play and the subjects 
of discrimination and difference in a mature 
and forward thinking manner. Their energy 
and enthusiasm during their rehearsals and 
performances made them a joy to work with!”

KING’S Ely’s former Director of Performance Studies, Adella 
Charlton, popped back into school to host an unusual Senior 
Theatre Masterclass.

Adella ran a puppet masterclass with the students, where they made their own 
puppets and then learnt the first three principles of puppet work: breath, focus 
and weight, before going on to create their own stories with them.

Thank you for coming in Adella!

PHYSICAL comedy was the theme of one of King’s Ely’s ever 
popular Theatre Masterclasses.

Dave Hearn, from Mischief Theatre, visited the Drama Department to run 
the masterclass, which was attended by a group of very energetic students.

Teacher of Drama at King’s Ely, Kathryn Sudbury, said: “Dave helps devise 
the physical routines for the company and has appeared in all of their shows, 
including The Play That Went Wrong, The Comedy About A Bank Robbery 
and The Christmas Carol That Went Wrong.

“The students were put through their paces and taught how to fall off 
platforms, tip off chairs, walk into doors and trip up steps all in the name of 
comedy. A lot of fun was had by all!”

WHAT a splendid evening it was for the 
Lord Chamberlain’s Men’s production of 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream in our Old 
Palace Gardens.

The Lord Chamberlain’s Men are celebrating 
their 15th birthday this year and an amazing 
425 years since the original company was first 
created. They are the modern incarnation of 

Shakespeare’s original company of the same 
name. 

Performing with an all-male cast, they 
present authentic and magical productions of 
Shakespeare’s finest plays bringing to vivid and 
accessible life the greatest works of drama, as 
they would first have been performed. Peter 
Stickney took over the company as Artistic 
Director and Chief Executive in 2016.

Thank you to everyone who made the evening 
such a success!

NICK O’Brien from the ‘Stanislavski Experience’ visited King’s Ely 
to put some of our Senior Drama students’ skills to the test.

The session kicked off by introducing Stanislavski’s system with exercises 
about objective, that saw students rushing to grab a pen and noting that rush 
of adrenaline. The evening moved on to practical exercises about action, 
given circumstances and possibly the most exciting – invisible rays, where 
the students were able to pass information to one another telepathically!

Arts Award Coordinator and Teacher of Drama at King’s Ely, Laura 
Dixon, said: “The whole evening was great fun and an excellent learning 
opportunity about one of the key theatre practitioners, whose system is 
studied all over the world.”
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Anna shines at Young Fashion Designer UK Awards

Students showcase their designs at London’s Alexandra Palace

Work of King’s Ely designers features in Embroiderers’ 
Guild exhibition

Annabel works alongside global fashion 
designer, Bruce Oldfield OBE

Budding designers enjoy masterclass with José Hendo

CONGRATULATIONS to King’s Ely Sixth 
Form student, Anna Pearce, who came 
second at the Young Fashion Designer  
UK Awards!

Anna made it to the top eight A Level entries and 
was invited to attend the finals at Kent College, 
Pembury in June. Anna entered a beautiful jacket 
design, using digital transfer techniques and 
gathering/layering effects on a woven structure. 
The sculptural aspects have been an integral 
part of her design work and have created highly 
individual outcomes.

Anna was required to display the garment 
alongside her research and development work, 
and there were two separate judging slots, an 
interview and a practical workshop.

Speaking about the finals, Anna said: “I was 
delighted to be selected as a 2019 finalist!

“I went along to the finals knowing that they 
would be a great experience for my future. I had 
to present and display my work on panels for the 
judges to see and I exhibited my finished garment 

on a mannequin. I was then interviewed by the 
judging panel who asked me about my work, the 
design brief, my inspiration and the techniques 
that I used to achieve my final outcome.

“I met other finalists and was interested to see 
which processes they had used in their garments. 
I also attended a T-shirt up-cycling workshop 
which challenged my creative skills and a fashion 

illustration workshop. The day was inspiring and I 
gained so much from it!

“The event concluded with an awards ceremony 
and I was rather surprised but delighted to 
have been awarded second place. As my time at 
King’s Ely draws to a close this is a fitting way to 
complete my journey here.”

KING’S Ely’s talented A Level Fashion and 
Textiles students exhibited their work at the 
prestigious Knitting and Stitching Show.

The students’ flamboyant garment designs and 
accessories attracted lots of attention at the four-day 
event at London’s iconic Alexandra Palace in October.

Director of Art at King’s Ely, Alison Rhodes, 
said: “This was a wonderful opportunity for 
our students and was a valuable experience 
that contributed to their coursework, UCAS 
applications and future employment. Students 
were able to investigate new materials sourced 
from the show, as well as make contact with 
professional designers.”

Fashion and Textiles students at King’s Ely achieve 
some of the best GCSE and A Level results in the 
country, with many students going on to study 
at internationally-renowned universities and 
colleges such as Chelsea, Ravensbourne, Central 
Saint Martins, London College of Fashion, Royal 
School of Needlework Hampton Court Palace, 
Edinburgh and Falmouth.

SKILLFUL Fashion and Textiles students 
from King’s Ely showcased their designs at 
the Embroiderers’ Guild exhibition, The 
Beautiful Stitch.

Thousands of people from far and wide flocked 
to the exhibition at Ely Cathedral in February. It 
was the Guild’s first travelling exhibition since its 
move to new premises at Bucks County Museum 
in Aylesbury.

Director of Art at King’s Ely, Alison Rhodes, said: 
“We were thrilled to be part of  The Beautiful 
Stitch exhibition at Ely Cathedral and our 
students had some stunning examples of Fashion 
Design on display.”

The Guild was formed in September 1906 at 
a meeting of sixteen ex-students of the Royal 
School of Art Needlework, under the name The 
Society of Certificated Embroideresses of the 
Royal School of Art Needlework. Today, the Guild 
works to celebrate and preserve embroidery’s 
rich heritage, and to secure its living future  
as contemporary art and craft.

KING’S Ely Sixth Form student Annabel 
McCraith secured an exciting work 
experience placement with legendary 
British fashion designer, Bruce Oldfield 
OBE, this summer.

Aspiring fashion designer Annabel was over  
the moon when she was selected to work with 
the Bruce Oldfield design team in Knightsbridge, 
London.

Bruce Oldfield is best known for his couture 
occasion wear. Notable clients include Sienna 
Miller, Barbra Streisand, Catherine Zeta-Jones, 
Diana Ross, Emmanuelle Seigner, Rihanna and 
Joan Collins, to name just a few.

Director of Art at King’s Ely, Alison Rhodes,  
said: “This is a wonderful opportunity for Annabel 
to add to her CV and to support her future 
employment applications. She is a very talented 
student and we wish her every success.”

FASHION and Design students at King’s Ely 
were able to pick up tips and advice from 
award-winning designer José Hendo.

The exciting masterclass saw José teaching 
A Level Fashion and Design students how to 
create striking sculptural accessory designs using 
Barkcloth and Sinamay. The workshop proved to 
be a fantastic opportunity for the young designers 
to explore and develop new ideas, resulting in a 
highly inventive range of headwear and neckwear 
designs being created.

Speaking about her visit to King’s Ely, José said: 
“All of the students developed highly original 
outcomes and were ready to experiment. They 
are a credit to the school, which has clearly 
nurtured their creativity very well. They took 
direction easily and worked diligently. It was a 
pleasure to spend the afternoon working with 
such well-mannered and gifted students.”

José is the go-to designer of Ugandan Royalty and 
Government officials, having designed for four 
Royal weddings so far. She is known for her prolific 
and cutting edge Barkcloth collection ‘Resonance’.
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Prizes for talented trio

Textiles students head to 
Cambridge to collect resource 
materials for projects

Students pick up tips  
from fashion designer  
Jennifer Sturrock

KING’S Ely Sixth Form students Archie Haynes and Charlie 
Watson, and Old Elean Lauryn Sandland (OE 2017/18), were 
awarded prizes in this year’s East Cambridgeshire Schools Art 
Competition.

The competition is organised each year by Babylon Arts and Ely Hereward 
Rotary Club, and all prizes are sponsored by Tindalls Art and Graphics and 
other local shops and businesses.

Well done to Archie, Charlie, Lauryn and all of the other prize winners!

CAMBRIDGE proved to be a great place for King’s Ely Senior 
students to collect new resource materials for their Textiles 
projects.

Year 10 Textiles students went to the Cambridge University Museum of 
Zoology, The Fitzwilliam Museum and Cambridge University Botanic 
Garden during their trip.

Director of Art at King’s Ely, Alison Rhodes, said: “The students focused on 
colour, shape, form and methods of application and connected this research 
with the work of other artists and designers. There was also the opportunity 
to work with the textile designer, Sarah Blake, where students produced a 
series of textile sample ideas.

“This proved to be an invaluable opportunity to explore and develop 
analytical skills through the use of sketchbook ideas. It was a wonderful 
experience to work as a group alongside a professional designer.”

FASHION and Textiles students were brimming with new ideas 
following an exciting visit to London’s Victoria and Albert (V&A) 
Museum.

A group of Year 11 students got to work with designer Jennifer Sturrock 
during the trip to the leading museum of art and design. Jennifer is 
a designer, educator and writer within the realms of research, public 
engagement and creative facilitation. Working in a diverse range of 
environments, her background in Fashion and Textile design has led to 
programme design, development and communication within the arts. She 
now specialises in design process, creative direction, editorial content and 
brand experience.

The workshop activity at the V&A Museum involved students carrying 
out research in an exhibition, entitled ‘Fashion in Nature’, followed by a 
masterclass where they produced sculptural garment designs exploring new 
methods of construction. Group and one-to-one discussion supported this 
exciting development of ideas.

During the visit, students also saw the temporary exhibition, ‘Frida Kahlo: 
Making Herself Up’, which tells the story of the Mexican artist’s life through 
more than 200 of her personal artefacts and clothing, many of which haven’t 
been displayed outside of her home country before.

International award for talented Luna
KING’S Ely Sixth Form student Luna 
Guo was crowned 2019 ILFORD PHOTO 
International Student Photographer of 
the Year. 

In April, Luna was announced as being ILFORD’s 
UK Student Photographer of the Year, but 
the talented 18-year-old went on to win the 
International prize with her stunning print, 
entitled ‘If you don’t help them who will?’.

In what is now the competition’s ninth year, 
school, college and university photography 
students from across the globe were tasked with 

creating a black and white (B&W) image that 
encapsulates an inspiring line from a book, film, 
poem, quote or song. The image had to be shot 
on ILFORD or Kentmere film and printed by the 
student themselves in a darkroom.

Luna shot her image on ILFORD HP5+ and 
printed it on ILFORD MULTIGRADE IV RC 
Pearl. Her clever image was inspired by the 
work that Women and Men Against Child Abuse 
undertake in South Africa. The organisation fights 
for the rights of children and to end child abuse.

Luna said: “I wanted to create an image of the 
situation that people are facing today when they 
cannot find someone for help or help others. 
The sole figure standing out of the crowd in 
my photograph represents the many who suffer 

abuse and violence. I had a strong vision of how 
I wanted the image to look with scale in mind 
and long shadows. I find using the darkroom very 
therapeutic and rewarding as I am able to work 
without the safety net of image enhancing software 
and learning traditional photographic skills.”

It is the second year running that King’s Ely 

students have shone in the competition as Sixth 
Form student Orla Simpson was crowned last 
year’s UK winner.

Orla, Charlie Watson, Fiona Fung and Ben Clubb 
were also shortlisted in this year’s Beyond the 
Frame Photography Competition, organised by 
Norwich University of the Arts.
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Dylan qualifies for Northampton Saints’ 
Developing Player Programme

Wins for King’s Ely at Rosslyn Park National 
Schools Sevens

Harry stars in Rugby Football Union U16 
Festival at Malvern

Tom gets call up for 
Lambs Rugby Squad

Musicians enjoy masterclass with Archaeus 
String Quartet

Cabaret evening raises £600 for King’s Ely charities

Flo stars in National 
Youth Music Theatre

Annual King’s Ely International Charity 
Concert raises £400 for good causes

KING’S Ely Junior pupil and promising 
Rugby star Dylan Clifton has been 
selected to join the Northampton Saints’ 
Developing Player Programme (DPP).

Dylan says he was “surprised but very excited” to 
have qualified for the scheme in January following 
a series of trials. 

The DPP aims to be a “world-class centre of 
excellence for developing well-rounded players, 
who have the skills to realise their potential in 

Rugby and in life”.

King’s Ely Senior students George Nearney, 
Bertie Whymark and Daniel Kember were 
also in their element representing the school at 
Northampton Saints Rugby’s Franklin Gardens 
in May.

The event was a festival for all of the DPP’s 
Under 14 teams to play each other as a way  
of celebrating their progress since joining  
the programme.

Daniel, Bertie and George were selected to join 
the DPP last summer following a series of trials, 
and they are continuing to reap the benefits of  
the scheme.

KING’S Ely’s Under 18 Rugby Squad 
secured two wins at the Rosslyn Park 
National Schools Sevens in March.

The boys represented themselves and the school 
superbly and were chuffed to meet former 
French Rugby Union player Serge Betsen.

Director of Sport at King’s Ely, Jim Thompson, 
said: “After a month of intense training which 
included running clubs, lunchtime sessions and 
after school training, there was a huge amount of 
excitement about attending the tournament.

“We played four games on the day against 
Coventry College, Downside School, Lycee 
International de Londres School and Simon 
Langton Grammar School for Boys. Our boys 
performed superbly on the day, winning two of 
their games, which is also the first time in the 
school’s history that we won two games on the 
same day at Rosslyn Park.”

The Rosslyn Park National Schools Sevens is 
organised by Rosslyn Park F.C. and has evolved 
into the world’s largest Rugby tournament 
with some 9,500 boys and girls aged 13 – 19 
competing annually from over 800 schools.

KING’S Ely Senior student Harry Hall 
represented the Northampton Saints 
Academy at this year’s Rugby Football 
Union (RFU) Under 16 Festival.

Talented young Rugby players from across the 
country were invited to compete and represent 
the Saints Academy at the festival, which took 
place at Malvern College in Worcestershire in 
August.

Harry played in the game which saw the Academy 
win 25-5 against Bath.

KING’S Ely Sixth Form student Tom Stiff 
was jubilant after being selected for the 
Lambs Under 18 Midlands Squad.

Tom represented both the Lambs and King’s Ely 
by playing for the Midlands Lambs against the 
North Lambs at Worksop College in January.

Tom, a standout performer for the school’s 1st 
XV, said: “I started playing Rugby at King’s Ely 
in Year 3 and for the Under 9’s team at Bury St 
Edmunds RFU. I love the fact that Rugby is a 
team sport and how every time you go out on the 
field you look to play your best for yourself and 
your team mates.”

Founded in 2006, the Lambs exists to create 
openings for boys to showcase their Rugby skills 
at a representative level.

THE fantastic Archaeus String Quartet 
visited King’s Ely to give our string 
musicians an uplifting masterclass before 
dazzling an evening audience with Haydn 
and Dvorak String Quartets.

Both our Junior and Senior String Orchestras 
were put through their paces by the award-
winning recording artists, and the students left 
with so many new ideas to put into practice.

Director of Music Performance at King’s Ely,  
Neil Porter-Thaw, said: “Along with the 
orchestras, the Archaeus members also coached 
string quartets and the ten members of the 
school’s excellent Senior Cello Ensemble, 
Spikes. Ann Hooley and Liz Turnbull, founders 
of the quartet, were hugely impressed with our 
students’ enthusiasm to listen and learn.”

A CABARET evening hosted by Ely 
Cathedral Girls’ Choir raised £600  
for charity.

People of all ages packed into King’s Ely’s 
Hayward Theatre for ‘Etheldreda Entertains’ –  
a fun-filled evening featuring some of the girls’ 
favourites songs, including many hits from 

musicals such as Oliver, Mamma Mia and the 
Wizard of Oz.

Entry to the cabaret evening was by donations 
on the door and, thanks to the generosity of the 
audience, an impressive £600 was raised for King’s 
Ely’s school charities this year – Cancer Research 
UK and the Wildlife Conservation Trust.

TALENTED King’s Ely Senior student 
Florence Nell sang in the National Youth 
Music Theatre (NYMT) Christmas Carol 
Concert in Westminster in December.

Flo was invited to join the 2018 NYMT 
Company last summer following a tough round 
of national auditions. Since joining King’s 
Ely in 2016, Flo has starred in several school 
productions, including CATS, Seussical the 
Musical and Jesus Christ Superstar.

OUR King’s Ely International students 
and staff team staged their annual charity 
concert and entertainment evening in June.

Held in the Old Palace Lecture Theatre, 
performances were outstanding and varied from 
hilarious comedy sketches to beautiful dance 
routines, as well as singing and arm wrestling!

The concert raised £400, which will be split 
equally between the international development 
charity and youth empowerment movement, WE, 
and SOS Children’s Villages Kazakhstan.

Congratulations to everyone who made the 
evening such a great success!
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Hockey award for King’s Ely 
Junior’s Ciara!

More wins for skillful King’s Ely rowers

Students on top form at British 
Rowing Senior Championships

Hat-trick of wins at Marlow 
Town Regatta!

Rowers victorious at Peterborough Head of the Nene

Rebecca represents Under 18’s 
National Hockey squad

King’s Ely gets through to third 
round of England Hockey 
competition

Stellar Hockey season for Xenia!

KING’S Ely Junior pupil 
Ciara won Ely City 
Hockey Club’s Junior 
In2Hockey Award for 
school Years 6-8 in June.

During the 2018/19 season, 
Ciara captained the club’s 
U12’s for a number of 
competitive matches. The 
club says the award is in 
recognition of not just her 
fantastic Hockey skills, but 
also her attitude and support 
of others, both on and off  
the pitch.

Congratulations Ciara and 
best of luck for next season!

KING’S Ely students were on top form at the Newark Rowing 
Club Head Race.

King’s Ely Senior rowers competed in the race, which was held in 
Nottinghamshire over 3,900m. The J18 double of William White and Artem 
Veriuzhskii recorded the fastest double time of the day to win their category. 
The WJ18 double of Rahera Greatrex and Lucy Whiteside also stormed 

down the track to set the fastest female double time of the day. 

King’s Ely’s success on the day came just a fortnight after students also 
delivered at the Star Club Head of the River competition in Bedford. Holly 
Lancaster and Rebecca Garrett won the WJ18 double race, Alex Millard and 
William White won the J18 double race, and Rahera Greatrex, Holly Burke, 
Mia Gray and Lucy Whiteside won the WJ18 quad race.

KING’S Ely enjoyed success at the prestigious British Rowing 
Senior Championships.

Holly Lancaster and Rebecca Garrett won the Girls’ Under 19 Doubles race 
at the competition. Alex Millard and Will White came second in the Boys’ 
Under 19 Doubles race on the day.

The British Rowing Senior Championships see the top senior rowers from 
across the country racing each other. It is one of the few events in the UK 
where Great Britain’s international rowers compete under their club colours.

Head of Rowing at King’s Ely, Craig Ward, said: “Holly and Rebecca rowed 
incredibly well and achieved an excellent result so early in the season. All 
of the squad raced well in fact, and took away a lot of knowledge racing 
alongside GB rowing crews and top clubs such as Leander.”

With arguably the best stretch of river for 
Rowing in the country, it is not surprising 
that King’s Ely has been a strong force in 
UK Rowing for many years. As one of the 
major sports available to students from 
Year 8, Rowing is enormously popular at 
King’s Ely. The school’s Boat Club is located 
on the river just a short walk from school, 
providing an uninterrupted stretch of 
water that runs for over 15 miles in each 
direction, including a 5 kilometre straight, 
making it the perfect place to train.

CONGRATULATIONS 
to all of our Rowers for 
their sterling efforts at 
the Marlow Town Regatta 
Festival in June.

The regatta was a first for King’s 
Ely and it certainly proved to be 
a fantastic day of racing.

The two Year 10 boys’ doubles of 
Sam Martin/Hector Macdonald 
and Will Buckingham/Conall 
Comley won their heats and 
narrowly missed out on a win in 
the finals.

The Year 10 girls also produced some quality racing with two crews making 
the doubles’ final. Charlotte Ellis and Isabella Boutwood raced incredibly 
well to finish second as Mia Gray and Otilia Salgado stormed to secure 
King’s Ely’s first Gold medal of the day.

The Year 9 double of Gabriel James/Alex Hooper produced the race of the 
day in their final, which was so close it was called a dead heat. A re-row took 
place which they won by a length!

To wrap up a hat-trick of wins, Rahera Greatrex and Rebecca Garrett 
produced a great performance to win Gold in the open women’s double scull.

KING’S Ely Rowers enjoyed success at the Peterborough Head of 
the Nene competition in February – despite the bitter conditions.

Alex Millard and Will White flew down the course over-taking two crews to 
win the Open Doubles’ Category by five seconds.

The Year 10 Doubles’ of Will Buckingham/Conall Comley and Sam Martin/
Hector Macdonald came second and third in their categories, respectively. 
Charlotte Ellis and Isabella Boutwood came fourth in a strong field.

Division 2 saw the wind pick up but the Senior 
Girls’ Quad of Holly Lancaster, Holly Burke, 
Rahera Greatrex and Rebecca Garrett coped well 
and picked up King’s Ely’s second win of the day.

The Year 10 Girls’ Quad of Annie Moore, Stephanie 
Watson, Mia Gray and Elizabeth Thomson, capped 
off a great day by winning their category and beating 
several Senior crews.

KING’S Ely student Rebecca Daniel was selected for the Under 
18’s National Hockey squad and participated in a two-day 
training camp at the Lilleshall National Sports and Conferencing 
Centre.

Rebecca was called up following her performances for the Saxon Tigers 
Under 17s team at the Futures Cup and the England Reds team at the UK 
School Games.

At the Futures Cup, Rebecca put in some fine displays in their matches 
against Mercian Lynx, Pennine Pumas and the Celtic Jaguars, with a 
resounding 9-1 victory over the latter side.

At the School Games, the England Reds won Silver. In their matches, they 
drew 2-2 with England Whites, lost 4-0 against Ulster, defeated England 
Blues 5-1 and in the Silver medal match, they defeated Scotland 3-0 with 
Rebecca scoring the opening goal.

KING’S Ely qualified for the third round of the England Hockey 
National Schools Tier 1 Competition.

The 1st XI girls played against Wellingborough School in the second round of 
the fiercely-contested competition in November. The girls qualified for that 
round after beating Stamford High School 3-0 in the preliminary round, with 
all three goals scored by Rebecca Daniel.

King’s Ely were 4-1 down up until the last eight minutes of the game. With 
sheer grit and determination, and Rebecca on her usual top form, the girls 
fought back to win 5-4 – with Rebecca scoring all five goals.

Head of Girls’ Games at King’s Ely, Chanre Bond, said: “I am extremely proud 
of the entire team and the way in which the girls never gave up. The delight 
and happiness on their faces after the match was one I will never forget!”

KING’S Ely Senior 
student Xenia Marshall 
was announced as 
being the top goal 
scorer in the whole of 
the Ladies Hockey East 
League in May, when 
representing Ely City 
Hockey Club’s Ladies 
2s Team.

Xenia secured 39 out 
of the 118 goals scored, 
scoring in every match 
but one, including seven 
hat-tricks.

Congratulations Xenia!
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Pupils compete at National Junior Indoor 
Rowing Championships

Gold medal for Judo star Lucas

King’s Ely trio represent 
Independent Schools Football 
Association

Successful Roller Hockey 
season for Keane

Swimmers compete in National 
IAPS Finals

Gold medal for talented  
diver Daniel

Richard Chambers guest speaker at King’s Ely Rowing Dinner

Students head to Portugal for Easter Rowing Camp

TWENTY Year 8 King’s Ely Junior pupils 
travelled to the Copper Box, Olympic Park, 
London to take part in the National Junior 
Indoor Rowing Championships in March.

Students took part in an individual three-minute 
race in the morning and a team relay in the 
afternoon. Many of those competing only started 
Rowing in January, and had been building towards 

the day in After School Rowing Club, which is 
held at King’s Ely on Tuesdays.

All of the pupils put in a super amount of effort 
and a number of personal bests were achieved, 
including top 40 finishes for Robert Banwell, 
Thomas Alderton, Heather Norris and Elanda 
Cundy; a very creditable performance in a 
national competition!

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Lucas 
Hilcenko won a Gold medal at 
a national Judo competition in 
February.

Lucas represented the school at the 
Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’ 
Conference (HMC) Independent 

School Boys’ Judo Tournament, 
which took place at High Wycombe 
Judo Centre in Buckinghamshire.

Lucas, who is a member of the busy 
King’s Ely Judo Club, competed 
against two other boys on the day 
and won a Gold medal in the ‘Less 

than 50kg/Under 14 category’.

Head of King’s Ely Junior, Richard 
Whymark, said: “Lucas has worked 
so hard over the years to develop his 
Judo skills to this level. It is a great 
source of pleasure for us to see his 
hard work paying off this way.”

KING’S Ely Junior pupils Kylo 
Brackley, Jack Hooker and 
Will Smith were selected to 
represent the Independent 
Schools Football Association’s 
(ISFA) Eastern Region at the 
ISFA National Festival, in April.
Congratulations boys!

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Keane 
Savage and his Roller Hockey 
team, Ely and Chesterton 
United Rink Hockey Club, won 
the Under 13 Eastern Counties 
Roller Hockey Cup Finals.

The squad also won the Under 13 
Division 1 League in April and were 
presented with the winners’ shield in July.

Keane plays in goal and has been a 
member of the club for just over 
two years. It is the team’s second 
successive winning year as they were 
also the Under 11 League Champions 
and National Cup Winners last year.

SEVEN King’s Ely Junior pupils 
qualified for the Independent 
Association of Prep Schools’ 
(IAPS) National Swimming 
Finals in June.

Prep school-age swimmers from 
across the country battled it out 
in the competition at the London 
Aquatics Centre, and this year King’s 
Ely Junior was delighted to have four 
individual swimmers in the finals 
and, for the first time ever, a team 
qualification. 

The school’s individual qualifiers 
were: Thomas Alderton; U13 50m 
Breaststroke, Kendle Putter; U13 
50m Breaststroke, Robert Banwell; 
U13 50m Freestyle and Vasilisa 
Shampanova; U12 50m Breaststroke.

King’s Ely Junior’s team qualification 
saw Charlotte Henderson, Keira 
Mavin, Lili-Rose Merrifield and 
Vasilisa Shampanova compete in the 
U12 4x 25m Freestyle Relay.

Head of King’s Ely Junior, Richard 
Whymark, said: “The swimming 
team have been working really 
hard over the last couple of years 
to secure ever greater success. We 
are delighted that this group earned 
the opportunity to swim in such an 
iconic pool and represent our school 
and Ely at this prestigious event.”

KING’S Ely Senior student 
Daniel Millard won a Gold 
medal at the Cambridgeshire 
County Amateur Swimming 
Association (ASA) County 
Diving Skills Competition, 
held at Cambridge’s Parkside 
Swimming Pool in February.

More importantly for Daniel, for 
whom the degree of difficulty of 
his competition dives increased on 
moving up an age group in January, 
he exceeded 250 points for the first 
time in competition for his 10 dives 

– a landmark averaging over 25 
points a dive.

BRITISH Rower and three-time Olympian 
Richard Chambers was guest speaker at 
King’s Ely’s inaugural Rowing Dinner  
in March.

Thank you to everyone who attended the dinner 
and to our Head of Rowing, Craig Ward, for 
organising what was a fantastic evening all round.

Richard Chambers is the brother of fellow rower 
Peter Chambers. At the 2012 Summer Olympics in 
London, he was part of the British crew that won 
the Silver medal in the lightweight men’s four.

A GROUP of King’s Ely rowers spent the first 
week of their Easter break improving their 
skills on the waters in Western Portugal.

The climate and weather conditions were far from 
exotic however, as the students faced strong winds 
and heavy rain every day during their trip, which 
saw 26 students from Years 9-13 at King’s Ely 
Senior spend five days in Figueira da Foz, located in 
Portugal’s Coimbra District. Despite the challenging 
conditions, the rowers made great progress 
developing in both singles and double sculls.

Head of Rowing at King’s Ely, Craig Ward, said: 
“The weather proved to be a constant enemy to 
the group as strong winds and driving rain made 
on-water Rowing a real challenge. However 
despite this, they made great progress over the 
week, developing in singles and double sculls. The 
students were a credit to both themselves and 
the school, and even took well to the Portuguese 
language! This Easter Rowing Camp was a great 
opportunity for the students to build on their 
skill set for the run in to regatta season.”
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Abigail brings home more 
cycling prizes!

Ollie wins medals for Tae Kwon 
Do and Gymnastics

Tang Soo Do success  
for Gracie

Rohan on great form at IAPS 
National Golf Competition

Golfer Paul wins Longest Drive 
and Nearest the Pin in Dubai

Millie takes on British 
Inter Regional Triathlon 
Championships!

Saunders victorious at King’s 
Ely Junior’s House Athletics 
Championships!

Table tennis success for Joseph

County Netball training 
beckons for Anya

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Abigail 
Biggs used her pedal power to 
come first in the Alan Rosner 
Memorial Race, held at her 
home club, Redbridge Cycling 
Centre, in April.

Abigail is an avid cyclist and 
regularly competes in road, track 
and mountain bike races, as well as 
Cyclo-cross. In the same month, 
she competed in her first ever Track 
Omnium at Herne Hill Velodrome 
and was the second placed girl on 
the day – despite only practicing a 
few days previously.

Earlier in April, she raced her first 
mountain bike race – Mud Sweat 
and Gears – where she came fourth. 
The week previously, she raced 
at her home club and came first 

again in another closed circuit road 
race. In March, Abigail raced in the 
March Hare Classic at Stratford 
Velopark and came first.

Well done Abigail!

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Ollie 
Partridge competed in the Tae 
Kwon Do Association of Great 
Britain Welsh Championships 
in May.

Ollie, pictured here with his Tae 
Kwon Do Master, Mark from The 
Mark Farnham Schools of Tae Kwon 
Do, came away with a Bronze medal 
in Patterns and a hard fought Silver 
in Sparring – losing out on the Gold 
by only one point.

Ollie is now concentrating on 
his Black Belt grading and has 
also started to help Mark out on 
Saturdays by coaching the younger 
children attending their first Tae 
Kwon Do classes.

In April, Ollie also took part in 
his first Gymnastics contest - 
Huntingdon Gymnastics Club’s 
Future Stars Competition - and won 

overall Gold for his age group and 
level (Boys 10+ and Level 2).

Ollie came first in floor and 
vault, and second in bars, which 
collectively gave him the Gold. 
Not bad at all considering he only 
joined the club just over a year ago - 
congratulations Ollie!

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Gracie 
Holmes was awarded her Blue 
Belt in Tang Soo Do in June and 
is now officially a ‘Cho Dan Bo’, 
(meaning black belt candidate).

Gracie, who spent around four years 
working towards her Blue Belt, now 
has to spend a minimum of one year 
working towards her Black Belt 
grading. During that time, she will 
have to carry on going to classes/
training three times each week, 
attend a masterclass each month, 
assist with all GUP gradings, carry 
on attending competitions and 
seminars and further increase her 
strength and fitness.

In May, Gracie was also on top 
form at the Tang Soo Do National 
Championships, securing first place 
in her age group for Sparring and 
then winning all three of her fights 
3-0, 3-0 and 3-2. Gracie was also 
given special recognition at the 
closing ceremony by Master Khan 
(Head of GB and Western Europe) 

for all her hard work behind the 
scenes on the day – something 
which she volunteered to do.

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Rohan 
Neat represented the school 
at the IAPS National Golf 
Competition, held at Macdonald 
Hill Valley Hotel, Golf and Spa 
in Shropshire in June.

Rohan, who is a member of Ely 
City Golf Club, came second in the 
Under 12’s category.

Rohan has been playing Golf 
for just over three years and his 
current handicap is 12. He was 
the Under 12 County Champion 
for 2018/2019 and he recently 
qualified for the National Finals at 
Woodhall Spa Golf with his Ely City 
Junior Team.

TALENTED King’s Ely golfer 
Paul Collington was on top form 
when playing at the prestigious 
Dubai Hills Golf Club.

Paul competed in Global Junior 
Golf Ranking’s Round 3 of the 
Junior Masters Open Tour in 
between Christmas and New 
Year. He shot a solid round of 77, 
finishing third overall in the Under 
15 scratch and he won Longest 
Drive and Nearest the Pin from all 
age groups of Under 18 and below.

Paul, who has been a student at 
King’s Ely since joining King’s 
Ely Junior in Year 7, lives with 
his family in Newmarket. He is 
a member of the King’s Ely Golf 
Academy and outside of school he 
plays at Gog Magog Golf Club, Ely 
City Golf Club, Links Golf Club in 
Newmarket and Bury St Edmunds 
Golf Club.

Paul, who usually practices or plays 
golf every day, first started having 
lessons when he was six years old 

and his current handicap is eight. He 
has enjoyed numerous successes out 
on the course recently, including 
last spring when he won the 
Wellington College Silver Salver 
Team Nett Prize.

KING’S Ely Senior student 
Millie Robson represented 
the Eastern Region in 
the prestigious British 
Inter Regional Triathlon 
Championships.

The Championships took place at 
Mallory Park, Leicestershire, in 
September. In the same month, 
Millie also won the Clacton 
Duathlon by an impressive 2 
minutes and 58 seconds. 

In January, Millie was among 21 
athletes from King’s Ely Junior and 

King’s Ely Senior who competed in 
the Cambridgeshire Cross Country 
Championships. Millie was our 
top performer on the day, finishing 
seventh in her race and going on 
to represent her county at the 
Championships.

WHAT a superb afternoon 
(although pretty muggy 
and sweaty!) for King’s Ely 
Junior’s House Athletics 
Championships in June.

Joined by a huge number of their 
family members and friends (thank 
you all for your support!), pupils 
in Years 5-8 were in fine spirits 
cheering on their House team 
mates, all vying for those precious 
points which would see one House 
lifting the prized Cup.

Congratulations to every single 
pupil who competed with such 
energy and enthusiasm, and of 
course to Saunders for winning the 
House Cup!

KING’S Ely Senior student 
Joseph Coppin won the 
Handicap Singles Trophy and 
Player of the Match at the 
Ely Table Tennis Club Winter 
Tournament in January. 

Congratulations Joseph!

CONGRATULATIONS to 
King’s Ely Junior pupil, Anya, 
who has been selected for 
the Cambridgeshire County 
Netball Association South 
Academy Team.

Around 100 girls competed in the 
trials and only 20 were selected 
– best of luck for the training this 
autumn Anya!



7 2 7 3

SportSport

Isle of Ely District Cross 
Country Champions!

Netball girls on top form at 
IAPS Tournament

Students display grit and 
determination aplenty in  
Senior House Athletics

King’s Ely wins league stage of 
LTA Tennis Competition

Namibian cricketers visit King’s 
Ely as part of UK Tour

Annual Forty Cricket Club 
match blessed with beautiful 
sunshine

Colt Squad joint winners at 
Under 11 Tournament

Cricketer Ajmal Shahzad 
inspires King’s Ely Senior players

KING’S Ely was delighted to 
both host and win the Isle of 
Ely District Cross Country 
Championships in November. 

Students from Ely College, 
Witchford Village College, 
Littleport and East Cambs Academy, 
Cromwell Community College, 
Neale-Wade Academy and Wisbech 
Grammar School travelled to King’s 
Ely to compete in the event.

King’s Ely came first, Wisbech 
Grammar School came second and 

Cromwell Community College 
came third.

Teacher of PE and Games at King’s 
Ely Junior, Charlotte Fletcher, said: 
“It was fantastic to be able to both 
host and win the Isle of Ely District 
Cross Country Championships, 
which were blessed with glorious 
winter sunshine. Congratulations 
to all students for their efforts, 
particularly those who qualified to 
represent their school in the next 
round of the Championships!”

KING’S Ely’s Under 12A 
and Under 13A Netball girls 
put in great performances 
at the Independent 
Association of Prep Schools 
(IAPS) Tournament held at 
Uppingham School in March.

The Under 12 girls won three of 
their matches, drew one and lost one, 
resulting in them being placed third 
and bringing home Bronze medals.

The Under 13 girls were placed 
second in the Plate Competition of 
the tournament. Well done girls!

WHAT an action-packed 
afternoon for our King’s Ely 
Senior House Athletics in May!

Every race, throw and jump was 
well contested, with students and 
staff showing a huge amount of 
determination when representing 
their Houses.

Thank you to all those students  
who competed and to all the 
families and staff who were able  
to support the event.

The winners were: Junior Girls; 
Torfrida, Junior Boys; Wilkinson, 
Senior Boys; School, Senior Girls; 
Torfrida. Staff Relay winners were: 
Girls; Hill, Boys; School. Student Tug 
of War winners were: Junior Boys; 
Osmond, Junior Girls; Withburga, 
Senior Boys; Hereward, Senior 
Girls; Torfrida. The Staff Tug of War 
winners were: Girls; Day House 
Tutors, Boys; Day House Tutors.

KING’S Ely Junior’s Year 7 and 
8 Girls’ Tennis Squad secured a 
place in the regional knockout 
stage of the Lawn Tennis 
Association (LTA) Schools’ 
Team Tennis Competition in 
the summer after winning 
8-4 against the Stephen Perse 
Foundation.

Head of Girls’ Games at King’s Ely, 
Chanre Bond, said: “The hard work 
the squad, made up of Georgia, 
Disa, Kendle, Anya and Francesca, 
put in during the off-season 
definitely paid off for these girls! 

Another successful result saw King’s 
Ely win the league stage of the LTA 
Schools’ Team Tennis Competition. 
We now progress to the knockout 
stage of the competition which 
continues again in September.”

KING’S Ely was delighted to 
welcome Namspire Sports to the 
school in June.

Based in Namibia, South Africa, 
Namspire Sports offer opportunities 
for young people to get exposure 
through sports tours, sports events 

and sports training.

They were undertaking a Cricket 
Tour of the UK in the summer and 
we enjoyed two superb fixtures 
against them, with the rain certainly 
not dampening anyone’s spirits.

KING’S Ely welcomed the XL 
Forty Cricket Club into school 
to play the 1st XI team.

The sun shone and even though 
King’s Ely’s boys lost the match in 
May, they thoroughly enjoyed the 
game and meeting representatives 
from the club.

The Forty Cricket Club is reputed 
to be the largest wandering cricket 
club in the world. As a wandering or 
nomadic club it does not own its own 
ground, and so always “plays away”.

The historic aim of the club since its 
foundation in 1936 has been ‘to take 

cricket to the schools’ by offering 
State and Public Schools, and Youth 
XIs, fixtures against experienced 
cricketers who will encourage 
the young cricketers to play the 
game to the highest standards of 
performance and behaviour – and in 
the best spirit of the game.

KING’S Ely Junior’s Colt 
Footballers competed in the 
Under 11 Finborough School 
Football Tournament in March.

After topping their group, they went 
on to share the trophy with Oakfield 
Preparatory School after drawing 2-2 
in the final. Well done boys!

EX England International 
Cricketer Ajmal Shahzad 
visited King’s Ely in December.

Ajmal made Cricket history in  
May 2004 when he became the  
first British-born Asian to play  
for Yorkshire.

King’s Ely’s 1st XI boys and 
performance squad cricketers had 
a very enjoyable session with him. 
Thank you for coming Ajmal!
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Girls take on boys for end of 
term Netball game with a twist!

Queen Emma win Year 3 and 4 
House Football Competition

Henry wins Silver at IAPS Judo 
Competition

Netball girls on top form at  
Pre-season Tournament

Riders make school history at 
National Championships

King’s Ely supports Soham and 
District Pony Club Event

Phoebe wins fiercely-contested 
British Eventing class

Adele qualifies for National 
Championships

AS a way to celebrate the end 
of the Lent term, the 1st Netball 
team girls invited some of the 
school’s 1st Football team boys 
along for a game of Netball. 

The competition was fierce but it 
was the girls who were victorious, 
winning 9-5. The 2nd team Netball 
girls also played against some of the 
Year 11 Football boys. The score was 
8-5 to the boys!

KING’S Ely Junior’s Year 3 and 
4 House Football Competition 
in March was blessed with 
glorious sunshine.

The matches were very closely 

contested, with all of the 
boys displaying outstanding 
sportsmanship throughout. It was 
Queen Emma who were crowned 
the House Football Champions in 
the end – congratulations boys!

KING’S Ely Junior pupil Henry 
Petherick won a Silver medal 
at an Independent Association 
of Prep Schools’ (IAPS) Judo 
Competition in May.

IAPS is a schools association with 
around 650 of the world’s leading 
prep schools in membership. 
Schools must reach a very 
high standard to be eligible for 
membership, with strict criteria 
on teaching a broad curriculum, 
maintaining excellent standards 
of pastoral care and keeping staff 
members’ professional development 
training up to date.

When it comes to sport, IAPS 
says it “passionately believes in 
the importance of sport as part 
of an all-round education for its 
pupils”. The organisation adds: 

“First and foremost sport is about 
participation and enjoyment. It 
should be seen as an important part, 
but only a part, of the personal 
development of each child.”

Congratulations Henry!

KING’S Ely welcomed students 
from The Perse, Wymondham 
College and Royal Hospital 
School along to its Pre-season 
Netball Tournament in January.

King’s Ely’s Under 14, Under 15 
and Under 18 teams participated 
and special mention must go to 
the Under 14A girls for their 
outstanding 20-7 win against 
Wymondham.

The 1st team struggled against a 
very strong Royal Hospital School 
team, but then played exceptionally 
well against Wymondham. Beth 
Carberry secured the winning score 
in the last two seconds of the game 
to win the match 18-17.

Well done all and thank you to 
Wymondham College, Royal 
Hospital School and The Perse  
for coming!

THE King’s Ely Equestrian 
Team made school history at 
the National Schools Equestrian 
Association’s (NSEA) National 
Championships in October.

The three-day event took place 
at the College Equestrian Centre 
in Keysoe, Bedfordshire, and saw 
riders from some of the UK’s top 
equestrian schools battling it out in 
competitive classes.

King’s Ely riders were not only 
crowned National Champions but 
were also placed in every class that 
they had qualified for. The National 
Champions accolade was secured 
by Eleanor Fairey, Emily Gredley, 
Katie Cameron and Adele Shaw in 
the finale of the competition, where 
they represented King’s Ely as a 
team in the 1m Jumping with Style 
(JwS) Arena Eventing category. Fast 
and stylish rounds from all four girls 
resulted in them securing first place.

On the previous day, the team 
of Emily Gredley, Adele Shaw, 
Ellie Grimsey and Katie Cameron 
competed in the 95cms JwS Arena 
Eventing class and secured third 
place out of 29 teams. On the first 
day of the competition, King’s Ely 
also came ninth in the 95cms team 
show jumping class, out of  
46 teams.

Sue Cameron, who was managing 
the school’s Equestrian Team at 
the time, said: “Whilst we have 
had teams and individual riders 
go to previous championships and 
secure some individual placings, 
we have never in the history of 
the school had a team win at the 
championships! To not just have 
won, but also secured placings in 
every class our riders qualified for 
is phenomenal. The riders were 
exceptional in their support for 
each other and an absolute credit  
to the school.”

KING’S Ely was delighted 
to sponsor the trophies and 
rosettes again for this year’s 
Soham and District Pony 
Club’s One Day Event, held at 
Whitehall Farm and hosted by 
the Tompsett family.

Around 160 riders competed across 
three disciplines – dressage, show 
jumping and cross country. Among 
the competitors were two members 
of the King’s Ely Equestrian Team, 
Ryan Shaw and Ellie Grimsey, both 
of whom had a great day.

Jim Thompson, King’s Ely’s Director 
of Sport, attended the event to 
present some of the trophies and his 
daughters enjoyed meeting some of 

the horses and ponies, and sampling 
what the ice cream van had to offer!

Here, Mr Thompson is pictured 
presenting a trophy to Theo Gould, 
whose daughter Freia was a student 
at King’s Ely.

KING’S Ely Sixth Form student 
Phoebe Plumb and her horse, 
Cruise, won their class at the 
British Eventing competition in 
Horseheath in April.

It was Cruise’s first ever British 
Eventing competition and Phoebe 
entered him in the 80T class. He 
came away with a 29.3 dressage, 
double clear, inside the time to win 
his section – quite an achievement 

for such a young horse!

KING’S Ely Junior rider 
Adele Shaw qualified for the 
National Schools Equestrian 
Association’s (NSEA) National 
Championships in February.

Adele represented the school at 
the NSEA Arena Eventing Jumping 
with Style competition, held at 
Bury Farm Equestrian Village in 
Bedfordshire.

Adele, from Soham, beat off stiff 
competition to win the 85cms class, 

securing her a place at the National 
Championships in October.

Former Manager of the King’s Ely 
Equestrian Team, Sue Cameron, said: 
“The competition was tough with 
some really big classes, so Adele 
certainly did herself and the school 
proud. She is now looking forward 
to the National Championships in 
October, and will be out chasing 
further qualifiers in the near future, 
both at the higher classes and in the 
pure show jumping.”



Thank you for reading The Elean 2019
We will return very soon with more news and features from around the school.  

In the meantime, please visit our website. You can also follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.
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