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INTRODUCTION 

At King’s Ely we are committed to meeting the educational needs of all our students by 

providing an environment which encourages them to maximise their potential and 

develop their talents and abilities to the full. Two of our core aims are: 

 in every context to promote high expectation, strong self-esteem, and soaring 

achievement; 

 to foster creativity and independence of mind; incite a love of learning and a life-

long zest for education. 

We recognise the need to promote appropriate opportunities to cater for the most able 

among the student body. 

 

DEFINITION 

A gifted student has the capacity for, or demonstrates, high levels of performance in an 

academic area (DfE definition). A talented student is one who demonstrates this capacity 

in areas such as sport, drama, art, music, leadership, or mechanical ingenuity. 

 

A number of our students will have ability and potential in many areas whilst others may 

be specific to an area. We acknowledge that people change and that a particular talent or 

ability may emerge as a student matures.  

 

There are a wide range of ‘gifted behaviours’ and there is no one stereotype of a ‘gifted 

learner’. It is recognised that gifted and talented students can be: 

 Good all-rounders; 

 High achievers in one area; 

 Of high ability but with low motivation; 

 Of good verbal ability but with poor writing skills; 

 Very able but with a short attention span; 

 Very able yet possess poor social skills; 

 Keen to disguise their abilities. 
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(as defined by Deborah Eyre, 1993. former Director of National Academy for Gifted and 

Talented Youth – NAGTY -  and Professor of Education at Warwick University) 

 

 

IDENTIFICATION 

A gifted or talented student is identified through teacher assessment and judgement in 

conjunction with performance in national standardised tests. This professional 

assessment is carried out through: 

 Analysis of information coming from a student’s last school; 

 Analysis of CAT, SAT and MidYIS scores; 

 Teacher observations in a range of learning contexts, both in and out of the 

classroom; 

 Careful record keeping and student tracking; 

 Subject based checklists; 

 Consultation with parents and guardians. 

King’s Ely does not operate any form of quota system with regard to identification of 

gifted and talented students. We recognise the importance of giving students with 

specific learning difficulties opportunities which will enable their talents to be identified 

and nurtured. 

 

PROVISION 

We aim to: 

 Create an ethos where academic aspiration is celebrated as the norm, wherein those 

who are gifted and talented feel comfortable and secure; 

 Deliver the environment for the gifted and talented to be challenged, to test their 

limits and be able to accommodate both success and failure in a climate of support; 

 Encourage all students to become independent learners; 

 Be aware of the effects of ethnicity, bilingualism, gender and social circumstance on 

learning and achievement. 
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Provision takes place on three levels: 

 Within each subject: Opportunities for extension and enrichment are included 

in all subjects’ planning. Where students are identified as having ability in a subject 

they will be encouraged to explore the subject beyond the core curriculum. There 

are a growing number of subject based societies and Masterclasses are now being 

offered. 

 Whole school: Cross-curricular projects and discussion groups are set up which 

give students opportunities to investigate areas of interest in depth. Students of 

different ages will be encouraged to engage in “problem solving” activities. The 

students will play a key role in the structuring of this provision. Opportunities will 

exist for students to take up leadership roles in many areas of school life. 

 Access to external stimuli: for example, competitions such as the Maths 

Olympiad; regional and national sports competitions. Membership of IGGY 

(International gateway for Gifted Youth) is encouraged to those eligible; Sixth Formers 

are offered chances to attend subject specific extension courses at the renowned 

Villiers Park centre. 

 

MONITORING EFFECTIVENESS 

The responsibility for the Gifted and Talented policy lies with the KES Extension and 

Enrichment Coordinator. 

The Enrichment and Extension Coordinator will undertake a yearly audit to track 

initiatives and provision taking place within school.  Each Department will either have a 

representative designated ‘link’ teacher or the Head of Department themselves (at the 

HoD’s discretion) to liaise with the Extension and Enrichment Coordinator. Extension 

and Enrichment Coordinators in KEA, KEJ, KEI and KES will meet regularly to discuss 

identification, provision and students that are about to transfer to the next part of the 

school. 
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This policy and its effectiveness will be reviewed regularly by the Extension and 

Enrichment Coordinator, who will also maintain documentation of students’ progress 

and achievements.  The success in meeting the needs of gifted and talented students is 

evaluated using the following indicators: 

 Records of individual student progress; 

 Value-added information; 

 Students’ comments; 

 Parents’ comments; 

 Feedback from subject teachers; 

 Liaison with tutors and Hsms to ensure students pastoral welfare; 

 School Inspection reports. 

 

CONTINUING STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

 The Extension and Enrichment coordinator will keep up with current thinking on 

gifted and talented provision; 

 The Extension and Enrichment coordinator will develop INSET for staff, utilising 

outside speakers where appropriate; 

 Teachers will be encouraged to explore subject specific information; 

 A selection of relevant texts and resources to support provision is maintained in the 

Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


